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The April 3 news that AJ Lee was “retiring” from 
WWE competition may have come at a surprising 
time, but the confirmation itself was hardly a shocker 
to anyone who has witnessed the former three-time 
Divas champion go back and forth with the company 
over a number of concerns, many of them related to her 
marriage to WWE s public enemy, CM Punk. While 
this conclusion may have been inevitable, it is still a loss, 
as Lee provided great personality and occasionally great 
matches to WWE broadcasts; certainly, I count her 
Main EventhovX with Natalya on March 11, 2014 as the 
best women s contest on the main roster in many years. 

Well have more analysis about exactly what happened 
in next month s issue, but there s plenty of scope for 
WWE to turn this negative into a positive. Despite 
much-improved Bella Twins and the presence of Paige, 
the Divas division is clearly not reaching its potential, 
which has been highlighted by the exploits of Issue 117 s 
featured performer, Charlotte, in NXT. She s not alone, 
of course, as Sasha Banks, Bayley and Becky Lynch have 
all been excellent at Full Sail, working clever matches out 
of simple, believable storylines that prove that WWE s 
preference for Total Divas-ms^ixtd angles does the 
hard-working wrestlers a great disservice. 

However, such has been NXT s critical success that 
it s perfectly reasonable for fans to hope that Charlotte, 
Banks et al remain on what was supposed to be the 
developmental brand, but has actually become an 
alternative to Raw and Smackdown. Only on NXT, it 
is felt, can they continue to do what they re doing, with 
no inhibitions. 

Still, with its most popular female competitor walking 
away a month after her 28^^ birthday, pinning the 
division s champion in her last match on pay-per-view, a 
more appropriate time to #GiveDivas AChance will not 
soon come again. 
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After one of the most tepid build-ups 
in WWE history, it took Brock Lesnar’s 
signature on a new contract to really 
turn up the heat for WrestleMania. 

Justin Henry examines the effect Lesnar 
has on WWE, and what fans can look 
forward to in his future. 


These days, WrestleMania monnents aren’t confined 
to the annual four-hour mega-broadcast, the stage 
on which stars shine and careers earn indelible 
stripes. Sometimes, they take place at the preceding 
day’s Hall of Fame induction ceremony, or on 
Monday’s electric Raw. 

As of 2015, they may now also occur days before 
the event, on globally-broadcast sports networks. 

ESPN, the self-professed “worldwide leader in 
sports”, usually only lets WWE onto its airwaves 
when an athlete of renown involves himself in a brief 
storyline. If someone like All-Pro linebacker Lawrence 
Taylor or boxing icon Floyd Mayweather Jr. lends 
their credibility to professional wrestling, ESPN 
feels it can maintain its own rigid posture by airing 
their wrestling exploits, as if the antics of American 
footballers or boxers were any more classy. 

Since WWE pines for media attention the way 
a beggar holds out a change cup, the company 
understandably views Brock Lesnar as a sizable 
trump card. What The Rock does for WWE as a 
bridge to Hollywood and Madison Avenue, former 
UFC heavyweight champion Lesnar does as a vessel 
to legitimacy, and it’s that name recognition that 
made it easy for WWE to fasten its World title around 
Lesnar’s waist at last year’s SummerSlam. This in 
spite of the fact that Lesnar would perform in just 
two matches between then and WrestleMania XXXh 
a disqualification loss to John Cena on September 21, 
and a thrilling victory over Cena and Seth Rollins on 
January 25. Aside from those two bouts, the World 
championship was strap non-grata, and entire pay- 
per-views would pass without a closing title bout. 

That’s how much weight Lesnar carries - a celebrity 
Q-rating that’s befitting of his granite-carved body. 
His credibility dwarfs that of any contracted WWE 
star, and prior to WrestleMania, McMahon became 
hell-bent on re-signing “The Beast Incarnate”. 

Perhaps he was concerned about losing another 
star to the Ultimate Fighting Championship, or that 
his title-holder might not be agreeable to the finish 
at WrestleMania if there was no financial incentive. 

Or, perhaps, he knew that in Lesnar he had the 
only man on the planet for whom, by the end of the 
weekend, WWE fans would react like he was “Stone 
Cold” Steve Austin at his peak. 

No matter, the real WrestleMania moment of 
2015 took place on Tuesday night, March 24, five 
days prior to Lesnar’s showdown in Santa Clara. 

The WWE champion took part in an interview on 
ESPN SportsCenter, informing the world that he 
was finished with mixed martial arts, and had 
signed a new deal to remain with WWE. It was later 
revealed that the agreement was for three years. 

“Last night, old Vince McMahon put the offer on 
the table that I couldn’t refuse,” Lesnar later told 




By re-signing six days before WrestleMania, Brock 
Lesnar gave the show the buzz it had been missing 





(S)TheCoachESPN You all need 
to understand we have new 
insightful ideas and bosses at 
@ESPN who listen to what fans 
want. I think it’s great. 


anchor Jonathan Coachman, with a playful smirk 
evident. “I work part-time with full-time pay, like 
everybody wants, but you can’t have. Just me.” 

Lesnar additionally spoke about being able to 
have fun in his life, his finances secure and his family 
happy to have him at home during lengthy lulls. He 
insisted that wrestling is something he enjoys. 

“If you can’t watch me in the ring and be 
entertained, and think that I’m not having any 
fun, then there’s something definitely wrong,” 
the 37-year-old concluded. 

TURNING THE TIDE 

This injection of fun was required, as the build to 
the biggest show on the wrestling calendar had 
been one of the more anaemic constructions in its 
history. Sting and Triple-H built their story around 
some long-buried dismay over the Monday Night 
War, and even fans that routinely skipped TNA 
broadcasts found it absurd every time Sting was 
declared to have emerged from 14 years of seclusion, 
before Ric Flair blew the storyline on an episode 
of WrestleMania Today anyway. Furthermore, 

Bray Wyatt had to single-handedly build his hazy 
challenge to a mystique-free Undertaker, as “The 
Dead Man” failed to appear prior to WrestleMania. 

Those uneven tales were downright benign 
compared to Lesnar’s World title defence against 
Reigns. The latter’s ascent to the championship 
match was precipitated by awful script recital (not 
that the scripts were any good to begin with) and 
a Royal Rumble victory in which he was booed out 
of Philadelphia. Reigns was the suit-chosen hero, 
and with Lesnar’s contract set to lapse following 
WrestleMania weekend, logic added up to Reigns 
shattering Lesnar’s unbreakable image to build his 
own young, burgeoning legacy. 

With Reigns being booed heavily on television by 
fans that had never given him a ringing endorsement 
in the first place, Lesnar’s re-signing at least threw the 
WrestleMania ending into a heavy degree of doubt. 

If the build toward the Levi’s Stadium event wasn’t 
enough of a plodding trudge, the idea of a hand- 
picked Reigns standing tall to close out the event 
induced viewer nausea, and constructed a visual 
of the kind of rejection that WWE fears most. 

In an instant, however, Lesnar’s signature had 
turned the tide on fan opinion, sweeping under the 
carpet the inexplicably lame tug of war between 
champion and challenger that had ended the Raw 
go-home show on March 23. 

STREAKS AHEAD 

The strange reality of it all is that, one year previously, 
Lesnar was at the epicentre of wrestling’s biggest 
booking controversy, and was vilified for it. 

When Lesnar ended The Undertaker’s 
WrestleMania streak, the endless reel of horrified 
crowd reactions at the Superdome played as a 
betrayal of awareness to many fans. In so many 
minds, there was no chance that a part-time Lesnar 
was going to be the man who laid waste to two 
decades of wrestling lore... until it actually happened. 
Through 24 years of engagement, the streak was still 
real to many fans, no matter how much creakier and 
ashen Mark Calaway had become. 



BREAKING NEWS 


Brock Lesnar rules out returning to MM A 

WilJ remain with WWE 



Lesnar brought valuable 
exposure to WWE by 
announcing his new deal 
on ESPN Sportscenter 


Lesnar broke WWE fans’ 
hearts with his defeat 
of The Undertaker at 
WrestleMania 30 


Brock Lesnar is a man who once left WWE because 
he didn’t much care for the travel associated with the 
job, nor the cycle of vicodin and vodka on which he 
found himself. He was one of few wrestlers that told 
wrestling to screw itself, without softening the blow, 
and fans came to believe that he thought he was 
too good for the sport. That the prodigal monster 
then returned and upset the balance, disintegrating 
folklore beyond repair, felt like a cruel whim. Forget 
the scripted nature of wrestling; snapping The 
Undertaker’s streak resonated with viewers more 
than Daniel Bryan’s World title win an hour later, a 
wish that had been circled and underlined on every 
fan’s list. Lesnar throttled synthetic reality with the 
same force he used to squash Randy Couture for the 
UFC heavyweight title, and shattered the foundation 
of fable the way he busted up the face of Heath 
Herring in order to get that championship match. 

He brought real to fake, and wove the two seamlessly 
with his gloved fingers. 

As the dust continued to settle from The 
Undertaker’s unforgettable fall, however, something 
happened. There was a critical shift in the perception 

“The real WrestleMania moment of 2015 
took place on March 24, when Brock Lesnar 
informed the world that he was finished with 
mixed martial arts” 


Lesnar ran through Seth Rollins and John Cena at The Royal Rumble 



“The thing 
about Lesnar 
is that the 
possibiiities 
seem endiess. 
There’s a 
whoie new 
generation of 
wrestiers that 
provide fresh 
and intriguing 
match-ups” 


Paul Hey man's handling 
of promos means Lesnar 
is unique in being barely 
scripted 



of Lesnar, and when he returned from spring 
sabbatical, he arrived to challenge for John Cena’s 
WWE championship. Of course, anyone who beats 
on Cena is a hero to the ticket-buying audience, and 
even knowing that Lesnar would adhere to his sparse 
schedule should he topple the champ, the fans still 
sided with him. 

And what a show they got. 

No-one will ever forget Lesnar’s sadistic 
manhandling of Cena, including the 16 German 
suplexes by which their SummerSlam squash 
soon became defined. When Lesnar co-opted 
an Undertaker sit-up following Cena’s Attitude 
Adjustment, he wagged his tongue over the top of 
a hearty chuckle, and then danced before a reeling 
champion, imploring him to get to his feet, as if to 
say, “No, seriously, give me your best shot.” 

By the time Lesnar polished him off, after easily 
breaking out of an STF, his part-time label meant 
nothing. The ruthlessness on display - credible 
ruthlessness at that - put Lesnar a cut above a 
superficial WWE. When he went AWOL following 
a disqualification loss to Cena four weeks later, 
he remained gone for three whole months, 
championship belt in tow. During that time, all fans 
had to look forward to was holding-pattern theatre 
at its most aimless; the time between SummerSlam 
and The Royal Rumble is always a down period, but it 
was made worse without Lesnar, while CM Punk was 
never going to return, and Daniel Bryan’s neck injury 
made him a prolonged scratch. For maybe the first 
time since The Rock in 2003, or even Hulk Hogan in 
the early-1990s, the company actually felt abundantly 
worse off without a specific part-time star. 

The match Lesnar had at the Rumble with Cena 
and Seth Rollins was a breath of fresh air, putting to 
shame the one-note storylines and heatless cards 
of recent memory. Rollins shone brightly, but it was 
Lesnar’s presence that buoyed the title bout. 

Not enough can be said to convey just how much 
Lesnar being there authenticates WWE’s product, 
not the other way around. 

LESNAR REIGNS SUPREME 

It was obvious going into Lesnar versus Reigns that 
there’d be plenty of bells and whistles, and perhaps 


some smoke and mirrors, employed to try and swing 
the most emotionally-immovable fans behind Reigns. 
If Lesnar’s knuckle-busting, skin-ripping bloodbath 
with Cena at Extreme Rules 2012 was an attempt to 
give Cena a boost on the pillars of a history-making 
slugfest, that template seemed the simplest way to 
achieve the same aim. 

Lesnar did everything he could to justify his 
brand new contract. The array of throws was a 
call-back to SummerSlam, with a ruthless Lesnar 
welcoming Reigns to “suplex city”, in a soon-trending 
catchphrase. Reigns took a roller-coaster ride without 
a harness, and the crowd ate it all up, as the public 
execution of Roman Reigns included unblocked 
knees to the temple that were mere buffers between 
the tour-de-force of dead-lift throws. Had Lesnar 
not signed a new deal, maybe the match is far less 
entertaining, with knowing fans unable to buy into 
the carnage as they anticipated the inevitable Reigns 
superhero comeback. But since Lesnar was locked 
in through 2018, it was conceivable that the world 
would witness Doomsday killing Superman, after all. 

Putting the pen to paper saved WrestleMania far 
more than Seth Rollins’ Money in the Bank cash-in. 
Lesnar instituted the missing intrigue when McMahon 
unlocked the bank vault; Rollins tacked on a well- 
done ending, but Lesnar had to fill the pool before 
Rollins could dive in with spectacular consequences. 

One touch from the middle of the match 
resonates as much as the suplex show: Lesnar 
removes his four-ounce gloves, and takes to 
throwing bare-handed smacks at Reigns’ dazed 
face. The deliberate pace of this act is the definitive 
image of Lesnar, giving an impression of his 
indomitability. Lesnar does things how he wants 
to do them, bending and twisting his own reality 
however he damn well pleases; making a show 
out of batting around Reigns like a catnip mouse 
confirmed his status as a badass like no other. 

In other words, in a wrestling company where 
characters are so inflexible at the whims of the 
creative shot-callers, Lesnar is so blunt that he 
himself is enough to bust through the bullshit. 

RAW AND OFF THE HOOK 

On the qost-WrestleManIa Raw a year ago, fans 
coolly booed the primal roar that identifies Lesnar’s 
pounding theme music, because he’s the ghoul that 
ended a well-crafted undefeated streak. One night 
after Lesnar lost his title to Rollins, with Reigns as 
the unconscious courier, that same roar kicked off 
Raw, and the crowd lost its collective mind. Lesnar 
stomped to the ring in his wrestling gear, giving the 
impression that he hadn’t changed clothes in almost 
24 hours. His demeanour said everything; his actions 
affirmed that he was by far the biggest star in all of 
pro wrestling. 

Lesnar, with Paul Heyman advocating (Heyman’s 
promos help Lesnar immeasurably, ensuring he never 
has to recite lines), wanted to invoke his re-match that 
night, and it appeared the bout could actually happen 
as Lesnar’s first on Raw since July 22, 2002. Instead, 
Rollins teased a title defence and backed out, coldly 
promising to grant the re-match at his leisure. 

Lesnar, with the crowd vociferously on his side, 
mauled everything in sight. Rollins escaped through 






@belliott5150 Brock 
losing his shit is the nnost 
entertaining thing ever. #Raw 


the crowd, living to fight another day, but there 
would be memorable collateral damage about 
ringside. The former champion flipped the 
commentary desk, pinning Booker T and JBL 
beneath the wreckage, and Noble and Mercury 
were flung like frisbees. Lesnar then dragged a 
horrified Michael Cole into the ring and became 
the hero to anyone with functioning ears when he hit 
an F5 on the announcer, who took a gnarly pancake 
bump. Lesnar also hit his finisher on a cameraman 
(actually, San Francisco wrestler Dylan Drake) before 
Stephanie McMahon suspended him indefinitely, in 
a clear carny passage into his next sabbatical. 

Lesnar will be back, of course, and judging by 
the way he single-handedly turned the perception 
of WrestleMania on its head, and was arguably the 
biggest part of the superb television rating achieved 
by the following evening’s Raw, chances are the 
return will come at a time when the fans are again 
desperate for him. 

Too much Cena? Too much Reigns? Not enough 
Bryan? Lesnar’s a game-changer. 

BEAST OF BATTLE 

When Lesnar does return, a feud with Rollins is 
certain. He has to invoke the re-match sometime, 
and SummerSlam on August 23 is a safe bet. Rollins 
racking up wins over Randy Orton and a still- 
rebuilding Reigns in the coming months would boost 
the overconfidence of the champion to a maddening 
degree, enough to irk even the Ring of Honor loyalists 
that pounded their keyboards for him in the first 
place. Rollins has developed into a devious promo 
man with a know-it-all cackle, and should continue 
to be so until he has to meet Lesnar one on one. 

A return bout with Reigns is another possibility. 

Say what you will about him, but the WrestleMania 
match was an all-timer, both for the prolonged 
beating he took, and the way his comeback on a 
bloody Lesnar unfolded. The WrestleMania main 
event had timing issues that were nothing to do with 
the combatants, and if Lesnar and Reigns had had a 
further five minutes in which to go all-out to a finish, it 
would surely have gone down as one of the greatest 
matches in the event’s history. Reigns and Lesnar are 
natural opponents, and only a future bout’s dynamic 
- Reigns as a heel? - remains in question. 

Although defeated by The Undertaker at 
WrestleMania, Bray Wyatt offers suitable opposition 
to Lesnar as a high-impact brawler with an appetite 
for danger. Sure, Lesnar’s limited dates may suggest 
that he’ll only compete in high-profile main events, 
but if his storyline forces him to grab a convincing 
with over a top heel in order to get a shot at the 
WWE title, a bout with “The Eater of Worlds” 
would be nothing short of thunderous. 

The thing about Lesnar is that the possibilities 
seem endless. Since coming back three years 
ago. Reigns and Rollins are the only wrestlers he’s 
fought that are his junior, excluding the absent CM 
Punk. There’s a whole new generation of wrestlers 
that could provide fresh and intriguing match-ups. 
Dean Ambrose? Rusev? Sheamus? Ryback? Dolph 
Ziggler? Luke Harper? If Lesnar can get that kind of 
performance out of a still-uneven Reigns, the sky is 
the limit for others. 


In pure action terms, Bray 
Wyatt would make for an 
excellent new opponent 
for Lesnar 


Brock Lesnar will be 
back, bigger than ever 
as a baby face in WWE 




“He’s as good of a professional wrestler as I’ve seen 
in a long time,” said recent UFC light-heavyweight 
title challenger Daniel Cormier, himself a WWE fan, 
in an interview with MMAJunkie.com. “This is where 
he belongs. He’s a great professional wrestler, he’s a 
great performer, as he was an unbelievable fighter. 

“As a fan, I wanted to see him fight [again in UFC],” 
Cormier added. “If he’s healthy, the chance to get 
to see him compete [means] a lot and I wanted to 
see that. But also, as a fan, I like watching him in the 
[WWE] ring. He’s a great performer, so either way 
was going to be good for me. Just the chance 
to see Brock doing something means a lot.” 

Brock Lesnar’s three-year contract and its 
subsequent publicity did more than just save 
WrestleMania', it opened up a boundless realm of 
possibilities in the eyes of fans that now, more than 
ever, appreciate the UFC’s loss. 

That’s Brock Lesnar’s modus operand!: removing 
the limits of what fans think they know. If the 
insularity inside WWE offices means that mental 
blocks can’t be moved, Lesnar will just smash them. 
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AGUAYO JR. KILLED DURING 
HORROR WEEK FOR LUCHA 


AAA’s lead heel passes away after mid-match incident in Tijuana 


AAA ENDURED THE most tragic week in 
its history in March, as the group’s lead heel, 
Perro Aguayo Jr, and staff member Irma 
Osorno lost their lives in separate incidents. 

The chain of events started with the 
March 15 ReyDe Reyes show being 
postponed to the following day after heavy 
rain at the outdoor bullring in Guadalajara. 
That, however, was also postponed when 
the proper paperwork could not be filed 
due to a national holiday. The show was 
then moved to March 18 at the Auditorio 
Benito Juarez in Zapopan, Jalisco, but 
on the journey back from Guadalajara to 
Mexico City on March 17, AAA employee 
Irma Osorno was killed when the staff bus 
crashed into a stationary vehicle. 

On March 20, Aguayo Jr. was teaming with 
Manik to face Xtreme Tiger (Tigre Uno) and 
Rey Mysterio, in the latter’s first match back 
in Tijuana since leaving WWE. Aguayo took 
a dropkick from Mysterio in order to set up a 
double 619, but fell somewhat limply into the 
middle rope, where he remained, appearing 
to be unconscious. When the referee failed 
to check on him, Mysterio broke character 
to alert the official that something was 
wrong, and Konnan attempted to rouse him. 
When Aguayo did not respond, the match 
ended quickly and medical attention was 
sought from backstage, where the doctor 
was attending to other wrestlers’ injuries. 
Aguayo, however, was dead before he 
reached hospital, with the Attorney General 
later confirming that he had sustained two 
traumas during the match, resulting in the 
fracture of the C-1, C-2 and C-3 vertebrae 
in his neck, which triggered cardiac arrest. 

Aguayo - the son of Perro Aguayo Sr, 
a lucha libre legend who is most famous 



outside of Mexico for wrestling in a six-man 
tag team bout at Royal Rumble 1997 in San 
Antonio, Texas - was the lead heel in AAA 
and the man around which the company’s 
biggest feuds centred. He was 35, but had a 
near 20-year career, owing to a debut at the 
age of just 16. 

In the main event of the March 18 Rey 
De Reyes show, Aguayo had teamed with 
Pentagon Jr. to fall in defeat to Mysterio and 
Myzteziz (the first WWE Sin Cara). In the 
four-way Rey De Reyes tournament final on 
the show, El Texano Jr. defeated Aero Star, 
Psycho Clown and El Mesias. 



THIS 

MONTHS. 


MAN OF THE MONTH 


Despite being written off due to age 
and injuries, Kurt Angle rolled back 
the years to climb back to the top 
of TNA this month. Angle defeated 
Bobby Roode and Eric Young on the 
March 6 Impact Wrestling to claim a 
shot at Bobby Lashley’s TNA World 
heavyweight title, and then on March 
20, survived a 20-minute war to 
tap him out and claim his sixth such 
championship, and the 13^^ major 
title of his illustrious career. 


March had several contenders 
for Match of the Month, but no 
encounter reinvented the wheel 
like the Grave Consequences bout 
between Fenix and Mil Muertes on 
the March 18 Lucha Underground. 
There aren’t many great Casket 
matches in wrestling history, but 
this one quickly shot onto the list, 
and credit goes to Fenix for taking 
a hellacious beating but still looking 
impressive in victory. 


HAVE YOUR SAY 

E-MAIL 

Send us an e-mail about any pro 
wrestling or MMA subject via contact(a) 
FightingSpiritMagazine.co.uk 

TWITTER 

Follow (a)FSM_Editor on Twitter 
for the most immediate way to let us 
know your thoughts. 

FACEBOOK 

You can join our active Facebook 
discussion community by visiting 

www.tinyurl.com/JoinFSM 
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I UK NEWSI 

ICW CHAMPION GALLOWAY 
DOWNS SHOT OF HOT COFEY 

But Damian O’Connor ensures there’s no cooling off for ICW title-holder 


HELD ON MARCH 29 to coincide with a 
certain WWE event, Barramania began with 
a tribute to Scottish wrestling legend Drew 
McDonald, before Red Lightning officially 
opened proceedings by declaring that Fear 
And Loathing would be held at the biggest 
venue ICW has run to date, the SECC. That 
set off a spark for the opening contest, in 
which the teann of Joe Hendry, Noam Dar, 
Kenny Williams and Grado took on The 55. 

The night before Barramania, during ICW’s 
visit to Newcastle, The 55 had run riot, with 
Sha Samuels toppling Rampage Brown 
thanks to a Timm Wylie spear, and Wylie 
and Martin Kirby beating The Bucky Boys. In 
Newcastle’s main event, Grado took on Kid 
Fite, and with the usual underhanded tactics 
of James R. Kennedy, Fite grabbed the win 
with a roll-up. He was, however, not content 
with that, as The 55 decided to make an 
example of Grado, with Noam Dar making 
the save. The post-match turned into an all- 
out war, with Wylie and Kirby joining Kenny 
Williams and Joe Hendry in the brawl, but 
the numbers game was tipped when TNA 
star Bram emerged to obliterate Grado and 
company. With that, the match was set for 
Barramania'. Team ICW versus The 55. 

The eight-man tag at the famous 
Barrowlands was a chaotic affair. The 55 
dominated the in-ring action after the 
match was started by Noam Dar and Kenny 
Williams hitting their adversaries with 
suicide dives as they came down the ramp. 
Kennedy’s men worked liked a well-oiled 
machine, with Bram fitting in seamlessly, 
but Team ICW, fuelled by the power of 
Gradomania and the pace and finesse of his 
teammates, got back into it before Bram 
walloped Hendry with a chair for the pinfall. 
Bram then went back to his assault on Grado, 
with the British Bootcamp star later issuing a 
challenge to him for Shug's House Party 2. 

Newcastle had witnessed Mikey Whiplash 
versus Liam Thomson, and having learnt his 
lesson. Whiplash stayed alert for the person 
who has been tormenting him with images 
of his past. For once, though, his vigilance 
was unnecessary, as his scourge gave him 
the night off, allowing him to battle through 
various distractions from Carmel Jacob to 
seal the win with a Death Valley Driver. After 
the bout. Whiplash urged his tormentor to 
show himself, but he had to wait 24 hours 
to discover who was behind it all. Facing 
Lewis Girvan in a technical masterpiece in 
which Girvan took on the man who taught 


him all he knows, the video played once 
again, and a demonic figure emerged and 
spat something in Whiplash’s face. Girvan 
took advantage and rolled Whiplash up for 
the win, before the figure revealed himself 
to be BT Gunn, returning for the first time 
since losing to Wolfgang at the Square Go. 

He attacked Whiplash with a kendo stick, 
hooking him to the top rope with cable ties 
before wrapping a barbed wire halo around 
his head, in a disturbing visual. 

That wasn’t Gunn’s only contribution of the 
night, as his ex-NAK brothers, Chris Renfrew 
and Dickie Divers, squared off later in the 
evening. In Newcastle, Square Go winner 
Divers had sprung a couple of surprises, 
firstly in getting a win over Wolfgang, and 
secondly in having Wolfgang coming to 
his aid when Renfrew tried to put him out 
of commission before Barramania. Divers 
versus Renfrew thus went ahead, and was 
predictably brutal, as the former allies were 
reduced to throwing various weapons, 
and each other, around the most famous 
venue in Glasgow. When BT Gunn emerged 
and tipped the odds in Renfrew’s favour, it 
looked like Divers’ luck had run out, but once 
again Wolfgang shocked the ICW faithful 
by coming to Divers’ aid. Riding in on his 
motorcycle, he looked like he was baying 
for NAK blood, but there was a menace 
about the way he stepped in the ring, and a 
Razor’s Edge from Wolfgang to Divers sent 
shockwaves around the arena, as he then 
threw up the NAK sign and joined up with 
his cousin. Renfrew then covered Divers for 
the win. 

The Loser Leaves ICW match between 
Carmel Jacob and Layla Rose ended with 
two further surprises. In a shocker, Carmel 
tasted defeat thanks to the Barbie Breaker, 
ending her long affiliation with ICW. Even 
more jaw-dropping, however, was Liam 
Thomson coming out to speak fondly 
about his fiancee’s contribution to Scottish 
wrestling and how this was “her moment”, 
before picking up a chair and laying her out 
with a sickening metal blast. 

While The NAK could soon prove to be the 
most dominant force in ICW, this weekend 
proved that Polo Promotions is still on top. 
Jackie Polo and Mark Coffey refused to put 
their Tag Team titles on the line against Joe 
Hendry and Kenny Williams, but put the duo 
away with a double-team German suplex in a 
non-title contest. Coffey had the challenge of 
taking on Stevie Boy at Barramania, in what 


Drew Galloway and Joe Coffey went to 
warm a furious Barramania main event 



was a short but impressive match between 
two underrated talents. After a whole host of 
distractions from both corners, Stevie ended 
a scintillating exchange with a Canadian 
Destroyer for the pinfall. 

Polo had an emotionally-charged match 
to get through, as he finally faced Lionheart, 
in a bout two years in the making. Polo 
dominated for large spells, working on 
Lionheart’s neck, only for Lionheart to 
gain the upper-hand late on. Despite Polo’s 
actions in the wake of the Lionheart’s horror 
injury, the crowd seemed to be favouring 
the fast-talking grappler, including when he 
intercepted a Frog Splash attempt to hit a 
superplex and then the Polo Plex to secure 
the biggest win of his career. 

When Joe Coffey stole the show in his 
match with Damian O’Connor in Newcastle, 
putting the big man away with what seemed 
like his 100 ^^ discus lariat, it showed just how 
primed he was to face ICW champion Drew 
Galloway. The match itself was stunning, with 
Coffey throwing everything he had at the 
champion, though when he dived into the 
crowd, he missed with a crossbody attempt. 
Still, Coffey must have thought he had it in 
the bag when he took the champion down 
with the discus lariat, but Galloway got a 
shoulder up, and eventually locked in the 
Futureshock DDT for the pinfall. 

Galloway had plenty of kind words for 
Coffey after the match, but as focused as 
he was furious about not being booked on 
the card, O’Connor appeared and nearly 
removed Galloway’s jaw with a huge Brogue 
Kick, before declaring that the eyes of the 
world were on ICW, and he intended to show 
everyone that this future belonged to him. 


m 
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THE NEWS 


NEWS IN 

BRIEF 


On the day after WrestleMania, WWE 
announced that its Network had 1.315nn 
subscribers. In light of this increase, 

WWE will continue to have regular free 
trial months for new subscribers, and will 
add more content, including a new Diva 
Search series, a show hosted by Jerry 
Springer, and a South Par/r spin-off using 
WWE characters... Bill DeMott resigned 
from his position as Head Trainer at NXT 
on March 6. He had been the subject 
of numerous allegations of dangerous 
training methods and various forms of 
physical and verbal abuse. The story 
gathered steam when Austin Matelson, 
who wrestled in developmental as Judas 
Devlin, released a letter that he had sent in 
confidence to WWE management in 2013. 
“I deny the recent allegations made about 
me,” DeMott wrote on Twitter. “However, 
to avoid any embarrassment or damage 
to the WWE, I’ve decided to step down 
from my role effective immediately”... 

Jane Geddes, who was in charge of Paul 
Levesque’s office, has left WWE. She had 
previously been the company’s Senior 
Vice President of Talent Relations and 
Development... August 23’s SummerSlam 
has been moved to the Barclays Centre in 
Brooklyn, New York, after the Izod Centre 
in Los Angeles closed down... The Royal 
Rumble on January 25 achieved 141,000 
PPV buys (49,000 U.S. and 92,000 
international)... Stephanie McMahon 
appeared to make a faux-pas on March 28, 
tweeting a quote from Twitter co-founder 
Biz Stone in which he said, “Philanthropy 
is the future of marketing - it’s the way 
brands are going to win.” This came 
just hours before Connor Michalek was 
inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame... As 
part of a Jim Ross spoken word show on 
March 28, Samoa Joe all but admitted he 
was signing with WWE... NXT’s CJ Parker 
has been given his release... Kevin Owens 
had surgery to repair a torn meniscus 
in mid-March. He should be back in full 
training by the time you read this... Jimmy 
Jacobs has signed to work on the WWE 
creative team... TNA has signed TV deals 
in Brazil (with Esporte Interativo) and 
Canada (The Fight Network)... Matt and 
Jeff Hardy won the TNA World Tag Team 
titles on March 16, beating Kenny King & 
Low Ki, Bram & Ethan Carter III and Austin 
Aries & Bobby Roode in an Ultimate X 
match. The Wolves had been stripped 
following Eddie Edwards’ heel injury, but 
because the Hardys’ title win will not air 
until late-April, Edwards will appear to be 
back very shortly thereafter. On March 
15, Kenny King won the X-Division title, 
beating Rockstar Spud, Mark Andrews 
and Tigre Uno in a Ladder match... Global 
Force Wrestling’s presentation of Wrestle 
Kingdom is believed to to have attracted 
around 15,000 buys in North America. 
Perhaps with that in mind, Jeff Jarrett 
has confirmed events on July 24, August 
21 and October 23 as TV tapings, where 
he will no doubt look to use some talent 
currently contracted to New Japan. 

continued... 
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BUBBLEGUM MAKES FRIENDS WITH 
BENEFITS ON THE ROAD TO GLORY 

PCW fan favourites begin to mount a comeback at Who Dares Wins 


A SURPRISE TOURNAMENT winner, a ruined 
fairytale comeback, a shocking heel turn, the 
formation of a top heel faction, and a brand 
new PCW champion being crowned were just 
some of the highlights of an extraordinary 
weekend of shows presented by Preston City 
Wrestling on March 13-14 at Evoque nightclub. 
The annual Road To G/o/y tournament - a 
16-man single elimination competition held 
across three sold-out shows of 800 fans each 
- offered the winner a guaranteed PCW title 
shot at the fourth anniversary show in August, 
and also featured some excellent matches 
involving top British and international stars. 

Night One was comprised of eight first- 
round matches. In the opening bout, El Ligero 
defeated former WWE star Ricardo Rodriguez 
in a fun encounter, after hitting a tornado DDT. 
In a hard-hitting British heavyweight match, 
Dave Mastiff went to a double count-out with 
“The East End Butcher” Sha Samuels, after 
the pair brawled uncontrollably around the 
ringside area. The beneficiary of their exit 
was Bubblegum, who received a bye to the 
semi-finals following his own victory over the 
impressive Ashton Smith. 

TNA star Matt Hardy received a rapturous 
welcome before he defeated Rampage Brown 
in a fun encounter. Brown’s Team Single 
partner T-Bone fared better, advancing past 
another former WWE grappler, Carlito. In 
arguably the match of the weekend, John 
Morrison defeated Will Ospreay in a fantastic 
bout in which both men took to the air on 
multiple occasions, pulling out all kinds of 
high-risk moves that many in attendance had 
not seen before. In another first round battle. 



Bubblegum (here being hip-tossed by Mr Anderson) 
again stood out on PCW cards this month 


Martin Kirby defeated Christopher Daniels 
in another very good match. The main event 
on Night One was the final first round bout, 
in which Lionheart - in his first match back 
in over a year, since breaking his neck at last 
year’s Road To Glory - defeated Joey Hayes, 
using a torture rack into a neckbreaker to 
score the pinfall. Lionheart received a standing 
ovation before and after the match. 

On Saturday, two shows took place. The first 
was an afternoon card, with three tournament 
quarter-finals. Matt Hardy beat El Ligero with 
the Twist of Fate, after kicking out of Ligero’s 
Canadian Destroyer. Matt was having a blast, 
acting the worse for wear after the night 
before, and in a “Version 1.0” flashback, told 
the lunchtime crowd, “Matt fact: Matt rarely 
wrestles before noon.” In the second quarter- 
final, T-Bone beat John Morrison, pinning the 
Lucha Underground competitor with his feet 
on the ropes, after Bubblegum - who is playing 
his character as well as anyone in wrestling 
right now - had interfered freely to help 
T-Bone. The last quarter-final saw Lionheart 
defeat Martin Kirby after a Rock Bottom. 

Other non-tournament matches on this 
show included Uhaa Nation beating Joey 
Hayes after the Uhaa Combination, in an 
entertaining contest. Chris Masters destroyed 
former tag partner Dave Rayne, and Carlito 
pinned Charlie Garrett with the Backstabber 
in a solid 15-minute match. In an entertaining 
eight-man tag, the team of Christopher 
Daniels, Sha Samuels, Rampage Brown and 
Bubblegum beat former WWE star Eugene, 
Will Ospreay, Noam Darand Dave Mastiff. 

The events of the final show had wide- 
ranging effects on multiple competitors. In 
the PCW championship match, where the 
loser would also leave the company forever, 
Chris Masters regained the title, defeating 
Uhaa Nation in controversial fashion. 

Nation was getting the better of Masters 
when both T-Bone and Rampage Brown 
ran in and attacked him. Security suddenly 
appeared in the aisle, and ring announcer 
Joanna Rose announced that “by order of 
the General Manager, this match is now No 
Disqualification.” The three-on-one assault 
was relentless, and ended with Nation 
succumbing via pinfall. Shockingly, in the 
aftermath, it emerged that the sweet, innocent 
Joanna Rose was the new General Manager, 
and she then cut a terrific heel promo on 
Uhaa Nation, alluding to how her “persuasive 
powers” had led to her getting the role, and 
because Uhaa had turned down her advances, 
she had decided to get revenge. 





After winning the Rumbie, Dave Mastiff wiii chaiienge Chris Masters for the PCW titie 



The shocks didn’t end there, as in the 
concluding matches of the tournament, 
Bubblegum beat Matt Hardy in one semi- 
final, pinning him clean after turning Matt’s 
Razor’s Edge attempt into a hurricanrana. 

In the other, Lionheart beat T-Bone, but 
at some cost, as T-Bone hit a Tombstone 
on the fragile Scot after the match. This 
set up a tournament final of Bubblegum 
versus Lionheart, before which it had been 
established that Lionheart’s parents were 
in attendance. There was a sense that this 
was to be his redemption, with a fairytale 
ending of four wins in two days being the 
perfect comeback. However, his hopes were 
cruelly dashed when Bubblegum defeated 
him clean, and after the match, Joanna Rose 
came to the ring to gloat with her new heel 
faction (provocatively named Friends With 
Benefits) comprised of PCW champion Chris 
Masters, PCW Tag Team champions Team 
Single, and PCW cruiserweight champ and 
guaranteed title shot recipient Bubblegum. 

Also on Night Two, Martin Kirby won 
a spectacular six-person bout involving 
Christopher Daniels, Will Ospreay, Dean 
Allmark, Charlie Garrett and Joey Hayes. 
John Morrison beat Noam Dar in a terrific 
bout in which new babyface Dar really 
shone. PCW crowd favourite Viper defeated 
the debuting Toni Storm in a decent bout, 
thereafter challenging anyone else to face 
her, which led to T-Bone coming out, and 
beating her with a Tombstone in a Lucha 
Underground-style Intergender match. 

In an eight-man, Eugene, El Ligero, Dave 
Mastiff and Carlito were victorious over Sha 
Samuels, Rampage Brown and Fight Club. 

J ust two weeks later, PCW was back for 
Who Dares Wins, featuring the 30-man 
Rumble that has become an annual tradition. 
While attendance didn’t reach that of the 
big weekenders, there was still an impressive 
500 or so fans in Evoque nightclub, making a 
lot of noise and creating the usual party-like 
atmosphere, with the show’s running story 
being power-crazy Joanna Rose’s attempts 
to attain ultimate control over PCW. 

The Rumble’s No. 1 and No. 27 entrants 
were determined by the respective winner 
and loser of the fall in the opening six-way, 
featuring Joey Hayes, Martin Kirby, Dean 
Allmark, Ashton Smith, El Ligero and Joseph 
Conners. PCW’s multi-person matches have 


a well-earned reputation for providing frantic 
action and breathless excitement, with this 
more than living up to expectations. The 
crowd greeted each man with a personalised 
chant of support or, in lone bad-guy Hayes’ 
case, merciless heckling; there was even 
an amusing chant for “everyone but Joey!” 
before Smith pinned Kirby with the GTS. 

A women’s tag team bout saw April 
Davids and Viper beat Liberty and TNA’s 
Angelina Love, in which the simmering 
tension between Davids and Viper seemed 
a sign of things to come. A further tag duel 
had UK Hooligans, Roy and Zak Knight, face 
Davey Richards and Will Ospreay. Roy Knight 
and Richards began brawling immediately, 
playing off their notorious match from the 
King Of Europe Cup in 2007. Indeed, this 
was one heck of a fight; The Hooligans were 
making only their second appearance here, 
but have already become firm favourites 
with their smash-mouth style. No sooner had 
they picked up the win with a Doomsday 
Device on Ospreay than the Friends With 
Benefits made its presence felt, as Rampage 
and T-Bone ran out to lay a pasting on the 
Knight boys, blasting Zak through a table. 

Yet more intervention from The FWB 
came in the next bout, as Bubblegum beat 
Mr Anderson. The TNA star looked to have 
this very enjoyable effort won with his rolling 
fireman’s slam, but a timely distraction from 
Joanna Rose allowed her charge to clock 
him with the cruiserweight belt for the pinfall. 

Initial Rumble entrants Martin Kirby 
and Joey Hayes both lasted over an hour, 
and would play a big part in the dramatic 


closing stages. Viper and April Davids came 
to blows and eliminated each other, while 
Nordic Warrior made his seemingly annual 
appearance. Rumble survival shenanigans 
have become Dave Rayne’s trademark, 
but he outdid himself by entering covered 
head-to-toe in bubblewrap, handcuffing 
himself to the ropes and even taking 
responsibility for drawing the traditional 
PCW raffle during the course of the match. 
As expected, however, Joanna Rose and her 
troops continued their tactics. She ordered 
bewildered commentator Greg Lambert 
into the ring, then later unlocked Rayne’s 
handcuffs. Following their earlier FWB-led 
beating. The Hooligans failed to emerge for 
their scheduled entries. Further to this, Dave 
Mastiff was attacked by The FWB before he 
could even make it to the ring. It seemingly 
came down to Kirby, Hayes and Ashton 
Smith against Bubblegum, Rampage and 
T-Bone, with Joey earning a massive reaction 
by fighting alongside the good guys. After 
their resistance failed, the roof nearly blew 
off as Mastiff and The Hooligans made their 
delayed arrival, full of raging fire. As Roy, 

Zak, T-Bone and Rampage eliminated each 
other. Mastiff tossed Bubblegum to win the 
entire thing, earning him a heavyweight 
title shot at FWB member Chris Masters 
on PCW’s free outdoor show in July. 

While the involvement of The FWB was 
threatening to become overkill, it did mean 
the ending in which PCW favourites fought 
back and actually gained a foothold in 
the war was that bit more satisfying, in a 
tremendously entertaining show all-round. 


LEGENDS OF WRESTLING SET FOR UK VISIT 


UK NEWS 


Major stars of the wrestling world will descend 
upon Wrexham on Sunday, April 25. Former WWE 
Former WWE and champion Rob Van Dam, former five-time WCW 
WCW stars make world champion Kevin Nash, former Executive Vice 
the trip in Aprii President of WCW Eric Bischoff, inaugural Royal 


Rumble winner “Hacksaw” Jim Duggan, and former 
WWE Diva of the Year Maria Kanellis will all be in the 
city, giving fans the opportunity to get autographs 
and photographs. Tickets are available at 
www.WalesComicCon.com. 
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THE NEWS 


NEWS IN 

BRIEF 

...continued 

Spike TV President Kevin Kay has 
confirmed that preliminary talks have 
taken place with ROH... Adam Thornstowe 
beat Willie Mack in the King Of Indies final 
on March 28... Tim “Powerhouse” Parker, 
who will be best-remembered to UK fans 
as an enhancement talent on early WCW 
programming on ITV, passed away on 
February 25. He was 51... Cincinnati Red 
(real name: Greg Daves), an independent 
wrestler and the original trainer of 
Samoa Joe, passed away on March 20 
from a heart attack. He was 40... Minoru 
Suzuki won the Pro Wrestling NOAH 
GHC heavyweight title from Naomichi 
Marufuji in Tokyo on March 15... Akebono 
& Yutaka Yoshie won the AJPW Tag Team 
titles from Jun Akiyama & Takao Omori 
on March 22. On the same show. Ultimo 
Dragon & Yoshinobu Kanemaru won the 
All-Asia Tag Team titles from Mitsuya 
Nagai & Takeshi Minamino... Kai won the 
Wrestle-1 World heavyweight title from 
Keiji Mutoh on March 8 at Korakuen Hall... 
Yoji Anjo, a shoot-style pro wrestler best- 
known for losing a real-life streetfight with 
Rickson Gracie, officially retired on March 

19.. . Rey Bucanero defeated La Sombra 
on March 8 at Arena Mexico to win vacant 
NWA light-heavyweight title. Two days 
earlier, Bucanero had lost in the finals of 
the Parejas Increibles (“incredible pairs”) 
tournament, teaming with Volador Jr. in 
losing to El Terrible and Maximo... The 
CMLL show to honour original company 
founder, Salvador Lutteroth, took place 
on March 20, with Volador Jr. & Maximo 
defeating El Terrible & Rey Bucanero 

in a Hair vs. Hair match... Tommy End 
won the 76 Carat Goid tournament in 
Oberhausen, Germany on March 8, 
beating Axel Dieter Jr. in the final... On 
the UFC Fight Night card on March 22 in 
Rio de Janeiro, Demian Maia defeated 
Ryan LaFlare 48-46 on the judges’ 
scorecards. Also, Erick Silva beat Josh 
Koscheck via guillotine choke in round 
one, and Amanda Nunes defeated Shayna 
Baszler via TKO following punches on the 
ground, after Baszler appeared to suffer 
a knee injury just short of two minutes 
into their contest... CM Punk has had his 
first fight within his training camp. His 
coach, Duke Roufus, is said to be pleased 
with his progress, but expects that Punk 
won’t fight in the UFC until 2016... Hector 
Lombard has been suspended for one 
year after testing positive for anabolic 
steroid DMT on March 1, when he fought 
Josh Burkman. He has also been fined 
70% of his purse... Ronda Rousey’s next 
defence of her UFC bantamweight title 
will be against Bethe Correira on August 

1.. . Gris Cyborg has inked a UFC deal, and 
will redouble her efforts to make 135lbs... 
TJ Dillashaw was injured in training in late- 
March, calling off his April 25 title defence 
against Renan Barao... The man known for 
blocking the UFC’s bid to hold an event 

in New York, state senate speaker of the 
Assembly Sheldon Silver, has resigned in 
order to fight corruption charges. 


lUK NEWSI 

DAR VICTORY 
GETS HIM READY 
TO RUMBLE 



British Bootcamp competitors wiii soon coiiide, when Grado faces Noam Dar 


LIAM THOMSON WAS perhaps the least 
popular person in the county at PWE’s Elite 
Rumble, when he becanne the first non-Ayrshire 
wrestler to try and prise the Pro Wrestling 
Elite title fronn Grado. Thonnson once again 
proved he’s one of the nnost underrated heels 
in the UK, offering Grado the perfect foil to his 
bubbly personality. He flirted with the gold on 
countless occasions in their main event, with 
attempts at a Backstabber being repeatedly 
evaded, before Grado put the Edinburgh man 
away with the Wee Boot. 

T-Bone made a rare foray north of the border 
to take on one of Scotland’s most promising 
performers, Kenny Williams. The ICW Zero-G 
champion sparkled in a match that pitted the 
relentless ferocity of T-Bone with the acrobatic 
spirit of Williams, but it was the Englishman 
who prevailed with a combination of dirty 
tricks, brooding facial expressions, and, of 
course, the Tombstone piledriver. 

The New Age Kliq has been on a tear over the 
past two years, imposing itself on promotions 
while not necessarily being welcome. After 
becoming the first PWE Tag Team champions, 
the group threatened that if it wasn’t given 
proper belts and officially signed to the roster, 
that young Lou King Sharp would feel the full 
force of its anger. Promoter Lionheart yielded, 
and when The NAK’s subsequent challenge 
was met by Sharp, without a partner. The 
NAK (Chris Renfrew and BT Gunn) made an 


example of him, derailing all of his rallies with 
thunderous clotheslines and superkicks. Still, 
when Lionheart himself assisted with a pair of 
Rock Bottoms, Sharp picked up the win with a 
Frog splash, winning the belts. Lionheart then 
had The NAK escorted from the building with 
the words “You’re fired!” ringing in their ears. 

The penultimate encounter pitted TJ Rage 
and Davey Blaze against The Coffey Brothers, 
who fumbled when Joe unintentionally caught 
Mark with a lariat. The differences between 
the two would spill over to the Rumble, but 
not before Red Lightning opened the bout 
by stating that he was putting himself in the 
battle royal, squaring off with Noam Dar before 
the rest of the field gradually got involved. To 
much surprise, the first entrant eliminated was 
the man mountain, Damian O’Connor, and the 
giants continued to fall, with TJ Rage, T-Bone, 
Wolfgang and lestyn Rees all being eliminated. 
Mark Coffey got some payback on his brother 
when he eliminated Joe, and he went on to 
make it to the final two, before Dar eliminated 
him to become the top contender for Grado’s 
title. Dar’s joy was typically shortlived, however, 
as Rees attacked him after the match, though 
he was in turn seen off by Masters. 

With Christopher Daniels and Frankie 
Kazarian announced for the May 9 show, and 
Drew Galloway coming in on August 8, PWE 
seems committed to keeping up the big fight 
flavour for the remainder of the year. 


THE TROPHY CASE 


WWE CHAMPIONS.. 


WWE WORLD 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION 

Seth Rollins 

UNITED STATES CHAMPION 

John Cena 

INTERCONTINENTAL 

CHAMPION 

Daniel Bryan 


WWE TAG TEAM 
CHAMPIONS 

Cesaro & Tyson Kidd 

DIVAS CHAMPION 

Nikki Bella 


TNA CHAMPIONS. 


TNA 

HEAVYWEIGHT 

CHAMPION 

Kurt Angle 

TNA TAG TEAM 
CHAMPIONS 

Matt & Jeff 
Hardy 

X-DIVISION 

CHAMPION 

Kenny King 

KNOCKOUTS 

CHAMPION 

Taryn Terrell 


UFC CHAMPIONS... 

ACCURATE AS OF 
05/04/2015 

UFC HEAVYWEIGHT 

UFC FEATHERWEIGHT 

CHAMPION 

CHAMPION 

Cain Velasquez 

Jose Aldo 

UFC LIGHT- 

UFC BANTAMWEIGHT 

HEAVYWEIGHT 

CHAMPION 

CHAMPION 

TJ Dillashaw 

Jon Jones 

UFC FLYWEIGHT 

UFC MIDDLEWEIGHT 
CHAMPION 

CHAMPION 

Demetrious Johnson 

Chris Weidman 

UFC WOMEN’S 
BANTAMWEIGHT 

UFC WELTERWEIGHT 

CHAMPION 

CHAMPION 

Robbie Lawler 

Ronda Rousey 


UFC WOMEN'S 

UFC LIGHTWEIGHT 

STRAWWEIGHT 

CHAMPION 

CHAMPION 

Rafael Dos Anjos 

Joanna Jedrzejczyk 
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GUEST COLUMN 



LATE LAST YEAR, BRITISH STAND-OUT KRIS TRAVIS WAS DIAGNOSED 
WITH STOMACH CANCER. IN THIS FSM GUEST COLUMN. HE DETAILS HOW 
HIS ILLNESS WAS DISCOVERED, WHAT HE HAD TO GO THROUGH TO TREAT 
IT. AND WHY HE’LL BE BACK, NO MATTER WHAT THE DOCTORS SAY. 


I first knew something was wrong on the day 
the FIFA World Cup started. I was working at 
Southside Wrestling and Fd been feeling unwell, 
hiccupping all night and having bad acid refiux in 
my stomach. At home when I was watching the 
football, I was sick, and it kicked off what became a 
ritual every day: Fd fell unwell, have heartburn, be 
burping with a terrible smell, and then I wouldn’t 


told Rampage Brown that I had a bad feeling my 
illness was something serious. 

I got the diagnosis on the Thursday. 

OUT OF BODY EXPERIENCE 

I was getting out of the bath when I collapsed, so 
I went to hospital, where they put a camera down 
my throat and told me they saw something. It didn’t 



sleep until Fd been sick. It wasn’t vomiting: Fd just look like an ulcer, but instead it might be a tumour, 

open my mouth and it would come flowing out. so Fd need a biopsy. 


“When the test 


Every time I went to the doctor, he’d tell me it When the doctor told me it was stomach cancer, 

was nothing to worry about - it was just heartburn or it was like an out-of-body experience. He probably 


results came back, 


indigestion. When I saw blood in my sick, he said it 
was irritable bowel syndrome, and to try a different 
diet. But it kept going on and I lost a stone in weight, 
all of it muscle. I had what turned out to be my last 
match for PAID Promotions at the end of August, 
and I’ve since found out that I looked so bad that 
Martin Kirby had quietly told everyone not to say 
anything because I was getting paranoid about it. 

This was right when I was having the biggest 
opportunity of my career: getting in the final six of 
TNAs British Bootcamp. On the Monday we shot 
the commercials for it, and driving back, I 



kept talking for another three or four minutes, but 
I was just staring right through him. It was almost 
like being drunk, with everything all blurry. As 
soon as you hear the word “cancer”, you immediately 
think, “I’m going to die.” 

The next three or four days were the worst of my 
life, because they had to wait to see if the cancer had 
spread from my stomach to my pancreas. They told 
me that if it had, there’d be nothing they could do. 

I was on a drip and not allowed to eat, so I was just 
stuck there with nothing to do but pray. All through 
this, my friends were still texting, and I was having 
to keep up the pretence that everything was okay. 
When the test results came back, they showed that 
the tumour was actually touching my pancreas, 
but hadn’t spread to it, so another few weeks and I 
might have been dead. 

Normally with cancer, what happens next is you 
have 9 weeks of chemotherapy to attack the tumour, 
then they remove it, and then you have another 9 
weeks of chemotherapy to make sure anything left 
is killed off. In my case, the tumour was blocking 
the exit from my stomach, so I was getting no 
nourishment at all, and it had left me so weak that I 
wouldn’t have survived the chemotherapy. Instead, 
they decided to take the tumour out straight away, 
which involved removing about 70 percent of my 
stomach as well. 

They stapled up my stomach and sent me home 
about a week later, to recover and get ready to start 
treatment a month after that. It took time to get 
used to things; because my stomach is so much 
smaller now, I was having a slice of toast and a cup 
of tea and would feel completely full, so I was still 
down in weight. 


they showed 
the tumour was 
actually touching 
my pancreas, but 
hadn’t spread to 
it, so another few 
weeks and I might 
have been dead” 


Kris Travis is a British pro wrestler 
who has worked for a plethora of 
organisations, including Preston City 
Wrestling, PROGRESS Wrestling, and 
Southside Wrestling. He achieved a 
hat-trick in 2013 by being voted by 
FSM readers as the UK Wrestler of the 
Year, one half of the UK Tag Team of 
the Year (with Martin Kirby) and one 
half of the UK Match of the Year, in a 
PCW bout against Chris Masters. 


Kris Travis had his last match with CJ 


m 


Banks at PAID Promotions in August 
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@RealKrisTravis Had conversations and nnet so 
many stars while wrestling... Just had a convo with 
Paul Chuckle on here... TOP of the list! Starstruck. 


Only a handful of people, Including tag partner 

Martin Kirby, knew the extent of Travis' Illness When Travis defies his doctor to return to action, TNA seems the appropriate setting 



The way they treated me meant I would have 
the chemotherapy for 18 straight weeks without 
a break. Naively, I pictured chemotherapy as you 
sitting in a chair while they fire some rays through 
you like a giant X-ray, but it s nothing like that. 
Instead, you are sat there for 11 or 12 hours at a 
time with a drip in your arm while they pump you 
full of these horrible drugs which are bright red 
and turn your urine red or orange. 

That part of it was every third Monday, so Fd 
have one week of feeling horrible and two weeks 
that were more okay. I also had to take six tablets 
every day, which cause all the things people 
know about, like your hair falling out. My skin 
got very thin, and Fd have sores everywhere. The 
worst part is that some of the symptoms are the 
same as you get from the cancer itself, so until 
you really understand that, you’re terrified it s 
come back again. 

GOING PUBLIG 

At first, Fd only really told a few people in 
wrestling. In this industry, you know a lot of 
people, but I only had a few I considered close 
friends. I have a text message group with people 
like Martin Kirby, Joey Hayes, CJ Banks and El 
Ligero, where we message each other almost every 
day, so they were the first people I told. I asked 
them to keep it to themselves, and for Kirby to 
tell people I had a stomach ulcer. 

Eventually, I was starting to pull out of too 
many shows, some of them with big matches - 
like against Austin Aries - to where people were 
beginning to ask too many questions, so I went 
public. I honestly assumed that my close friends 
would be shocked, maybe some other wrestlers 
would be a little upset, and then that most people 
would forget about it in two or three weeks 
Instead, I was getting just a ridiculous number 


of emails from wrestlers and fans, and my phone 
was just text after text after text. Steve Evans, the 
promoter at FPW, put on a fundraiser show, then 
PCW set up another; there were whip-rounds at 
shows; Defend Indy Wrestling and PROGRESS 
Wrestling were selling T-shirts to raise money; 
Harvey Dale and Adam Curtis were organising 
more fundraisers; Rev Pro did something, too, 
and Fm sure there are people I am forgetting to 
mention. There was so much it rolled into one. 

People Fd only met a few times and wouldn’t 
have considered a friend were showing their 
support and love. There were even people outside 
of Britain who don’t know me from Adam, like 
William Regal, Marc Mero and X-Pac, who were 
sending me good wishes and support. Mick Foley 
and Prince Devitt donated money as well. 

Fd become quite cynical about British wrestling 
over the last few years, what with the politics and 
promoters who undervalue and underpay the 
wrestlers, but this showed that people do pull 
together, and that we do look after each other. If 
there’s anything positive that came out of this, it’s 
that it brought people together, and showed we 
are a community. 

I said a few words to the crowd at the PCW 
show - where I was meant to be wrestling Aries 
-just so I could be involved. Then we had the 
tribute show where everyone worked for free and 
without expenses to raise money for me. Chris 
Masters even fiew himself over from America, 
paying for the flight himself; he could have just 
sent a video message or something, but he did 
that to show support. It was incredibly emotional; 
seeing hundreds of people in my shirts, chanting 
my name, is something that will live with me 
forever. We all came together. We were family. 

Of course, this being wrestling, I still hit 
Masters with a chair at the end of the night! 


LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

I finished the chemotherapy at the beginning 
of March, and though there’ll be another 
appointment in a few months, the doctors told me 
to carry on trying to get back to a normal life. Fm 
doing that, but all the time you’re still just praying 
it never comes back. 

A week before I finished the treatment, I got 
back in the gym for the first time, and that was a 
huge deal for me. I felt like chemotherapy took a 
lot of my identity and, though it might sound silly, 
my masculinity. Fd gone from having cool hair, 
being in good shape and tanned, to being as pale 
as Casper the Friendly Ghost. I couldn’t even go 
to the shop and carry back a bottle of milk without 
getting out of breath, and my arm and shoulder 
aching. Fm just really happy to be back in the 
gym, even if I am using the little pink weights! 

When I got the diagnosis, the doctor asked 
what I did for a living and said, “You do 
understand you’ll never wrestle again?” At the 
time, I just accepted it, but now the thought of 
getting back in the ring has made me so much 
more focused. It’s a rush every time I work out, 
and I feel more energised every time. 

Fm still in contact with Jeremy Borash, and 
would consider him a friend now. He keeps asking 
how I am, and says the door is always open, so Fm 
pretty optimistic that once Fm fully healthy, there 
could be a deal that can be made with TNA. 

Having cancer and the treatment leaves you 
feeling worthless, feeling useless, feeling you’ve 
got nothing to offer. 

But now I can focus on wrestling, I know I do 
have something to offer, and I want to show it. 

To read Kris’ blog detailing his ongoing 
return to the gym and fitness, visit 
WWW. KrisTravis.com. 
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onetowatch 


Height: 5ft 9in 
Weight: 175lbs 

Hailing from: “A Town Called Malice” 

Signature moves: 630° senton; The Baba O’Riley; The Strangler 
Has worked for: ATTACK! Pro Wrestling; PROGRESS Wrestling; PCW; 4FW; 

Southside Wrestling; Future Pro Wrestling; New Wrestling Evolution (Italy); 

ASCA (Italy); Fight Club Pro; Premier Promotions; Welsh Wrestling; Infinite 
Promotions; Great Bear Promotions and many more. 

Titles held: ATTACK! Pro Wrestling champion; CPW champion; PROGRESS 
Wrestling Natural Progression winner. 

Hailing from “a town called Malice”, coming 
to the ring to In The City by The Jam, and 
looking like he has walked straight off the 
set of the British cult film Quadrophenia, it 
is no surprise that “Flash” Morgan Webster 
is turning heads everywhere he goes. 

And that’s before he even gets into the 
squared circle. 

Graduating from the Dragon Pro 
Academy in South Wales in November 
2009 under the tutelage of Mike Bird, it 
was evident from the start that Webster 
possessed all the tools to be successful in 
the sport. It was at the school that Webster 
met Mark Andrews and Wild Boar, in a 
friendship that would become all-important 
to the trio, and over the next year, Webster 
Andrews, and Boar would share cars, 
locker-rooms and ring-time as they honed 
their craft alongside the Midlands-based 
duo, Pete and Damian Dunne. 

“Morgan is one of the best and most 
innovative junior-heavyweight wrestlers in 
Europe today - a true professional,” said 
current Impact Wrestling star Andrews. 

“He’s one of the few wrestlers on the current 
scene who’s performances in the ring blend 
his wrestling style and his character work 
to create a unique persona that fans warm 
to very quickly. It’s great to see his efforts 
pay off over the last year, as he’s someone 
who has an ethos of continual improvement 
across every aspect of his work. I won’t be 
surprised to see Webster’s talents lead him 
to even greater recognition on a worldwide 
basis in the near future.” 

Although Webster always put in a 
tremendous effort on every show, it wasn’t 
until late-2011 and the inception of ATTACK! 

Pro Wrestling in Cardiff that he really began 
to shine. It was during the growth of this 
outlandish and furiously-paced promotion 
that Webster found his voice, really throwing 
himself into his image and the moves 
he used in the ring to highlight it. It was 
this unique approach that captured fans’ 

“Webster is one of the few wrestlers on the current 
scene whose performances in the ring biend his 
wrestling style and his character work” 



were both arguably the Match of the Night, 
while the final in which he defeated Zack 
Gibson to lift the trophy will surely be one 
of PROGRESS’ best matches this year. 

“After tearing the house down with him at 
PROGRESS, it’s very easy for me to say that 
‘Flash’ Morgan Webster is without doubt 
one of the very best flyers in the country,” 
Gibson confirmed. “Where other performers 
with a similar style compete by simply 
trying to fly higher than the last guy, Morgan 
has worked hard to become the complete 
package. With moves like the 630° splash, 
he can dazzle just as much as anybody in 
this sport, but on top of that, he can wrestle, 
talk and get you emotionally invested in any 
match he finds himself in. 

“And that is what truly makes Morgan 
Webster one to watch.” 


attention, but his 
show-stealing efforts against 
Dave Mastiff, Eddie Dennis, 
and in a Donkey Kong Ladder 
match with Pete Dunne made 
him a star in the cult promotion, 


HAVE BOOTS, WILL TRAVEL 

While in Wales, Webster built friendships 
and stole hearts, but in England, he 
was blowing them up, as he battled 
the Coventry-based promotion Triple 
X Wrestling. Here, he began a chaotic 
onslaught of show invasions and pre-match 
assaults in protest over not being officially 
booked. This highlighted his darker side, and 
also brought to light his natural ability to tell 
a story both in the ring and on the mic. That 
is now being showcased in Bristol-based 
promotion Pro Wrestling Chaos, where 
Webster has generated quite the following 
from his mic work alone. 

“I truly believe that we’ve only scratched 
the surface of his potential,” explained Pro 
Wrestling Chaos promoter, Dave Youell. 
“There’s glimmers of genius in some of his 
recent work, none of which has been in the 
ring. He gets deep into the character, and 
has produced emotions from audiences 
without performing a single physical action 
that most people could only dream of doing. 
His promo work is exceptional, and he’s 
finally starting to get recognised by the 
biggest companies in this country, and it 
is well deserved. He’s an excellent wrestler, 
but an exceptional performer.” 

Although he’s graceful in his high-flying, 
Webster has been striving to be seen as a 
great all-rounder. In doing so, he attracted 
the attention of PROGRESS Wrestling, and 
was entered into its Natural Progression 
tournament. This gave him his first taste 
of a national platform, and he seized 
the opportunity with both hands. His 
performances against Josh Bodom and 
Pete Dunne in the quarter and semi-finals 
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COMPILED BY DARREN POTTS 



@ 17 / 04/15 

INFINITE PROMOTIONS 


The Dome, Liverpool 
24 / 04/15 

PCW “SUPERSHOW 5 NIGHT ONE 

Evoque, Preston 

02 / 05/15 

PBW “BREAKING LIMITS 10” 

Greenock Town Hall, Cathcart 


© 03 / 05/15 

BWP “CHAMPION BALL” 

Ffrith Beach Arena, Prestatyn 

© 10 / 05/15 

SOUTHSIDE “RISKY BUSINESS’ 

Corp, Sheffield 


15 / 05/15 

HOP:E “EVOLUTION 21” 

Forest Town Welfare, Mansfield 


FSM SUGGESTS SOME OF THE 
FINEST PRO WRESTLING TAKING 
PLACE IN THE UK THIS MONTH 






17/04/15 HOP:E “Kings of Flight”: 
The Polish Club, Derby 
17/04/15 Target Wrestling “ 2 '^ci 
Anniversary Show - Night One”: 
The Venue, Carlisle 
18/04/15 RWA: Grangeway 
Community Centre, Runcorn 
18/04/15 All Star Wrestling: 
Butlins, Bognor Regis 
18/04/15 HCW: HCW 
Catchatorium 

18/04/15 LDN: Phoenix Theatre, 
Bordon 

18/04/15 PAID: Winter Gardens, 
Morecambe 

18/04/15 WZW: Ashdale Hall, 
Westhill 

18/04/15 LPW: Harehill Working 
Mens Club, Leeds 
18/04/15 DOA/WAW “Hard 
Knocks”: Westbury Social Club, 
Bury St Edmonds 
18/04/15 Target Wrestling “2nd 
Anniversary Show - Night Two”: 
Easterbrook Hall, Dumfries 
19/04/15 Futureshock Wrestling 
“Uproar”: Stockport Guildhall 
19/04/15 Southside “Rock ‘n’ 
Wrestle”: Agincourt Rock Club, 
Camberley 

19/04/15 PROGRESS “ENDVR”: 
The Garage, Islington 
24/05/15 W3L: Grangemouth 
Town Hall, Grangemouth 
25/04/15 PCW “Supershow 5 
- Night Two”: Evoque, Preston 


25/04/15 HCW: Habberly Club, 
Kidderminster 

25/04/15 Wrestling. ie: Lakeland 

Forum, Enniskillen 

25/04/15 EPW: Rainbow Centre, 

Middlesbrough 

25/04/15 PBW: Airdrie Town 

Hall, Airdrie 

25/04/15 SWE “Uprising”: Ardler 
Complex, Dundee 
25/04/15 KSW: Quarry Sports & 
Social Club, Birmingham 
25/04/15 RIW “The Fifth 
Element”: Navel Club, Port 
Talbot 

25/04/15 W3L: Rothes Hall, 
Glenrothes 

25/04/15 EPW: Rainbow Leisure 
Centre, Middlesborough 
25/04/15 SWA: “King of Duos - 
Night One”: Friends of Dawley 
Town Hall, Telford 
26/04/15 SWA: “King of Duos - 
Night Two”: Friends of Dawley 
Town Hall, Telford 
26/04/15 All Star Wrestling: 
Orchard Theatre, Dartford 
26/04/15 MEW: Ashington 
Leisure Centre, Ashington 
26/04/15 JDW “Whatcha Gonna 
Just Do?”: Windle Labour Club, 
St Helens 

26/04/15 W3L: Penicuik Town 
Hall, Penicuik 

30/04/15 Welsh Wrestling: 
Market Hall Cinema, Brynmawr 


01/05/15 4FW: Saltford Hall, 
Keynsham 

01/05/15 Kamikaze “Sky’s The 
Limit 2”: Electric Nightclub, 
Birmingham 

01/05/15 HXC “An Extreme Dark 
Night”: The Ritz, Manchester 
02/05/15 Welsh Wrestling: 

De Valence Pavilion, Tenby 
02/05/15 EBW: Queens Social 
Club, Sheffield 

02/05/15 4FW: Thatcham Hall, 
Thatcham 

02/05/15 WZW: Stonehaven 
Town Hall, Stonehaven 
02/05/15 4GW: Askern Miners, 
Doncaster 

02/05/15 DOA “Fire on the 
Fens”: United Services Club, 
March 

03/05/15 Futureshock Wrestling 
“Slam”: Rylands Club, 
Warrington 

04/05/15 Welsh Wrestling: 
Leisure Centre, Merthyr Tydfil 
06/05/15 PWH “Birthright”: 
Leeds Irish Centre, Leeds 
09/05/15 WW: Exmouth 
Pavilion, Exmouth 
09/05/15 WZW: Union Square, 
Aberdeen 

10/05/15 BEW “Ambition of an 
Empire”: Tram & Tooting Social, 
London 

10/05/15 TGW “Retribution”: 
House of Grit, Wakefield 


10/05/15 IPW:UK: The 
Tonbridge Centre, Kent 
10/05/15 Wrestle Midlands 
“Guardians of the Squared 
Circle”: Richardson Hall, 
Wordsley 

13/05/15 MMW “Welcome To 
The Jungle”: Tang Hall Working 
Mens Club, York 
15/05/15 SWE “European 
Tournament - Night 1”: Menzies 
Hill Community Complex, 
Dundee 

15/05/15 FIGHT! Nation ”#1”: 
London 02 Academy, Islington 
16/05/14 SWE “European 
Tournament - Night 2”: Menzies 
Hill Community Complex, 
Dundee 

16/05/15 PWE: Ayr Town Hall, 
Ayr 

16/05/15 Futureshock Wrestling 
“Underground”: Longfield Suite, 
Prestwich 

16/05/15 Ironfist Wrestling 
“Ganglands 3”: Richmond Place 
Club, Hereford 
16/05/15 RWA: Grangeway 
Community Centre, Runcorn 
16/05/15 Wrestling. ie: Wexford 
Opera House, Wexford Town 
16/05/15 4FW: Hawkinge 
Community Centre, Folkestone 


ALL EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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THE TV LOUNGE 

WRESTLING ROUND-UP 


The Roman Reigns hype train sped toward WrestleMania on March 29 



MISSED THE WWE, TNA, RING OF HONOR AND LUCHA 
UNDERGROUND TV THIS MONTH? DON’T WORRY, 
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED WITH OUR LOOK AT RAW, 
SMACKDOWN, MAIN EVENT, NXT, IMPACT WRESTLING, 
ROM ON SINCLAIR AND LUCHA UNDERGROUND... 


T he road to WrestleMania entered its last 
few stops this nnonth, with nunnber one 
contender to the WWE World heavyweight 
championship, Roman Reigns, having to 
find himself other things to do as champion 
Brock Lesnar only appeared on a couple of 
occasions. Indeed, Reigns hit a roadblock 
on the March 2 episode of Raw, as he fell in 
defeat to Seth Rollins, thanks to interference 
by Randy Orton. Reigns would avenge this 
pinfall loss on March 9, defeating Rollins 
and Orton in a Handicap match, which led 
to “The Viper” proving his recent Authority 
alliance was a ruse. 

As the fans continued to doubt Reigns’ 
chances ahead of the March 29 showdown 
with Lesnar, he also met resistance in the 
locker-room, in particular from Mark Henry 
in an interview segment on the March 12 
episode of SmackDown, but following a 
Superman punch and a spear from Reigns, 
Henry changed his tune. The expected 
face-to-face confrontation between Lesnar 
and Reigns took place on the March 23 Raw, 
although it amounted only to a tug-of-war 
over the belt, providing a flat ending to the 
WrestleMania go- home show. 

Much of the WrestleMania build on Raw 
was focused on Orton and Rollins. After 
Rollins’ March 2 victory over Reigns, his 
hosting a version of The Daily Show an6 
thereafter being kicked low by comedian 
Jon Stewart, and losing to Reigns March 9, 


Orton showed his true colours and attacked 
Rollins for several minutes to close Raw. On 
March 16, Orton officially challenged Rollins 
to a match at WrestleMania, and agreed to 
a confrontation in the main event of Raw. 
Rollins and The Authority feigned dissension 
throughout the episode, but then arrived as 
a unit to attempt a gang attack on Orton, 
which was foiled by Sting. Another storyline 
overlap came on the March 19 SmackDown, 
where following another Handicap loss to 
Reigns - this time with Kane as his partner - 
Rollins was sneak-attacked by Orton. Their 
final '^re-WrestieMania exchange came on 
March 23, when Orton defeated Rollins and 
J&J Security in a Handicap bout, with Rollins 
avoiding Orton throughout the contest. 

Sting’s arrival to save Orton on March 16 
was his first live appearance of the month, a 
week removed from a promo that aired on 
Raw in which his voice was digitally altered. 
Following the March 16 show. Sting cut his 
first in-ring WWE promo - with his actual 
voice - on the WWE Network. He kicked 
off the following week’s show by stating 
that he was not fighting on behalf of World 
Championship Wrestling, but merely to 
take Triple-H down. After a confrontation 
with Stephanie McMahon, who claimed that 
Sting was merely a big fish in a small pond 
in WCW, Triple-H attempted to attack Sting 
with his sledgehammer, but Sting pulled out 
his baseball bat to keep “The Game” at bay. 


A key feature of WWE programming 
was the build for the Intercontinental title 
Ladder match at WrestleMania. In the 
prevailing theme. Bad News Barrett’s belt 
was continually stolen by his challengers 
Daniel Bryan, Dolph Ziggler, Dean Ambrose, 
Luke Harper, Stardust and R-Truth. The 
participants wrestled each other throughout 
the month, with highlights including 
Ambrose defeating Barrett and Bryan 
defeating Harper on March 2; Ambrose and 
Ziggler beating Barrett and Harper in the 
Smackdown main event on March 5; Bryan 
defeating Barrett on March 9; trios matches 
on March 12 and March 16; a Gauntlet match 
on March 19, featuring a good Bryan versus 
Ziggler encounter; and a re-match between 
Bryan and Ziggler, which Ziggler won, on 
March 23. 

John Cena started the month 
campaigning for a re-match with Rusev 
at WrestleMania, even preparing to settle 
for entering the Andre The Giant Memorial 
Battle Royal if Rusev refused. After 
defeating Curtis Axel on March 2, Cena 
was no closer to his goal. Rusev defeated 
Axel the following week, prompting Cena 
to go after Rusev and lock him in the STF, 
forcing Lana to grant Cena the title match. 
Rusev and Lana then had an argument 
over her concession, leading to her being 
absent from WWE TV for the following two 
weeks, including when Rusev signed for the 
match on March 16, and in a victory over 
Jack Swagger on March 23. After this bout, 
Rusev dominated Cena, locking him in the 
Accolade and refusing to let go. 

Bray Wyatt continued his campaign 
to coax The Undertaker into a match at 
WrestleMania with weekly promos aimed 
at “The Dead Man”. The key interview took 
place on the March 9 Raw, when smoke 
started billowing from an urn Wyatt was 
carrying, and a lightning bolt set his rocking 
chair on fire. A message then appeared 
on the Titantron, proclaiming that “the 
man comes around”, confirming that The 
Undertaker would accept Wyatt’s challenge. 

AJ Lee returned to TV on March 2, saving 
her old enemy Paige from an attack by the 
Bella Twins. Ahead of the their tag team 
battle at WrestleMania, combinations of the 
quartet met in singles matches, with Brie 
Bella falling to Lee on March 5 and to Paige 
on March 19, and Nikki winning against Lee 
on March 16 and Paige on March 23. In the 
latter, Lee inadvertently elbowed Paige in 
the face at a time when the Bellas had been 
plotting to turn AJ and Paige against each 
other, causing a brawl between the partners. 

Over on NXT, Kevin Owens prepared 
for his title defence against Finn Balor by 




@Maheen_A21 The build up to the 
main event has been terrible but I’m still 
looking forward to #WrestleMania as the 
day gets closer! #RawLosAngeles 
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Bray Wyatt continued to taunt The Singles matches between Paige, AJ Lee and 

Undertaker into returning at WrestleMania The Bellas dominated Raw and Smackdown 



bullying announcer Alex Riley, sending him 
over the edge by pouring water over his 
head on March 4. Riley quit his role to put 
on the trunks again, returning the week 
thereafter to defeat CJ Parker, before he 
and Owens collided when NXT visited 
Columbus, Ohio on March 18. Owens would 
expose Riley’s ring rust, defeating him in 
short order, before shifting his focus to Balor. 
Their March 25 title bout saw Owens work 
on the Irishman’s knee, and when Balor hit 
his double foot-stomp, he couldn’t capitalise, 
allowing Owens to retain the title with his 
pop-up powerbomb. 

Sasha Banks made history on March 4, 
appearing in the first Women’s main event 
on NXT\n the Full Sail era, successfully 
retaining her championship against 
Charlotte in another great match between 
the two, although Banks used the ropes 
to gain the pinfall victory. Banks then did 
battle with Alexa Bliss, first on March 18 in 
a non-title bout won by Bliss via count-out, 
leading to a championship match on March 
25. Despite an impressive showing by the 
challenger, including a well-executed Sunset 
Flip powerbomb. Banks retained with her 
Bank Statement submission hold. 

T NA completed its tour of the UK with 
Kurt Angle ascending back to the top 
of the tree, first by winning a number one 
contender three-way match with Bobby 
Roode and Eric Young on the March 6 
Impact Wrestling, and then defeating 
Lashley in a well-wrestled 20-minute 
encounter to regain the TNA World title on 
the March 20 episode. Back in the U.S. on 
March 27, Angle was confronted by several 
likely challengers, including briefcase holder 
Austin Aries, Bobby Roode, Eric Young, 
Ethan Carter III, and Lashley himself. 

Rockstar Spud had a rollercoaster month. 
On March 13, he went to war with ECS in a 


fantastic Hair versus Hair match in which 
he got some of the best fan support any 
wrestler has received in recent memory, 
although ECS eventually bloodied him 
and shaved him bald. On March 20, Spud 
returned to cash in his X-Division briefcase, 
and pinned champion Low-Ki for the belt 
after Austin Aries had laid him out. Spud’s 
first defence took place on March 27 against 
the former title-holder, with it looking 
as though The Beat Down Clan would 
make Spud’s reign a short one, until Drew 
Galloway got involved, allowing Spud to 
pin Low-Ki with a roll-up. 

This was part of the Beat Down Clan’s war 
with Galloway, which escalated on March IS 
after a disqualification victory for Galloway 
over MVP. In one of his last acts on impact 
Wrestling, Samoa Joe handed Low-Ki a lead 
pipe, and he drilled Galloway with it as the 
Scot was slouched against the ringpost. 

On March 27, following Galloway’s earlier 
interference, MVP, Low-Ki and Kenny King 
tried to bait him into a fight, but Galloway 
had two men - Camacho and Shaun Ricker 
- join him to form a group called The Rising. 

The Wolves claimed the TNA World Tag 
Team titles on March 6, defeating Abyss and 
James Storm to win the belts for the third 
time. Davey Richards and Eddie Edwards 
retained the belts on March 20 in an Ultimate 
X Match against Manik and The Great 
Sanada, and DJ Z and Jessie Godderz. 

James Storm claimed that he had finished 
off the Hardys for good after defeating Matt 
Hardy on March 20. However, Jeff returned 
on March 27, taking out The Revolution, 
before beating Storm in a brutal Lethal 
Lockdown-style Six Sides of Steel match. 


The feud between former partners 
Bram and Magnus has swung in an 
intriguing direction thanks to the inclusion 
of Magnus’ fiancee and former Knockouts 
champion Mickie James. On March IS, 

Bram was disqualified in a bout between 
the Englishmen, when he zip-tied the FSM 
columnist to the ropes and blackmailed him 
into kissing his boot by threatening violence 
on James. They then fought in a backstage 
brawl on March 20, which soon spilt out to 
the arena, where James attacked Bram, 
and Magnus powerbombed him on the 
steel ramp. The following week, Bram called 
Magnus a coward for hiding behind Mickie, 
and when Bram made a pass at James, 
Magnus attacked him with a wrench. 

Despite the presence of Awesome Kong, 
Taryn Terrell is still on top of the Knockouts 
division. The two met on March 6, with 
Terrell winning via disqualification, after 
which Gail Kim came out to prevent a further 
attack by Kong. The title was on the line on 
March 20 in a three-way between Terrell, 
Kong and Kim, with Terrell and Kim recalling 
their 201S feud, before the champion pulled 
out the victory. Kong then defeated Brooke 
on March 27, drawing Terrell out to make the 
save. Kong overpowered Terrell, however, 
and powerbombed her through a table. 

F ollowing ROH’s Anniversary pay - 

per-view, ROH On Sinclair looked ahead 
to Supercard of Honor iX on WrestleMania 
weekend. While still appearing on TNA 
television, Samoa Joe returned to his old 
stomping ground, issuing a challenge for Jay 
Briscoe’s ROH World title, and on March 14, 
Briscoe and Joe went face to face, resulting 


“On March 16, Rollins and The Authority feigned 
dissension, but then arrived as a unit to attempt a 
gang attack on Orton, which was foiled by Sting” 
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in Briscoe agreeing to put his channpionship 
on the line against Joe in Redwood City. 

On the same episode, Jimmy Jacobs 
would take issue with Joe returning and 
getting a title shot right away, and he too 
challenged Briscoe. Jacobs’ chance came 
on the March 21 episode, and though he 
abandoned his rule-breaking ways in favour 
of trying to win the title fairly, Briscoe 
ultimately saw him off with the Jay Driller. 

The mysterious Knights of the Rising 
Dawn stable made its presence felt 
throughout the month, first getting involved 
on March 7 by costing The Addiction its 
match against Jay Lethal and J. Diesel. On 
March 14, Daniels and Kazarian became the 
beneficiaries, as The KRD cost ACH and 
Matt Sydal in their match-up, and later in the 
same show. The Young Bucks would also fall 
victim to The KRD, losing to The Kingdom 
in a bout to find challengers for reDRagon, 
who themselves defeated Adam Page and 
BJ Whitmer on March 7 to keep the titles. 
reDRagon’s Bobby Fish lost a good match 
to Roderick Strong on March 21. 

The Top Prospect Tournament concluded 
on March 7, with Donovan Dijak defeating 
Will Ferrara in a very good final. All of ROM’s 
managers showed an interest in hiring Dijak, 



but he would pass up his guaranteed TV 
title match against Jay Lethal when he 
agreed to join The House of Truth. Lethal 
would instead successfully defend his title 
against Dalton Castle. 

A fter the previous month’s attack by 
Texano, Alberto El Patron spent the 
month waging war with his AAA nemesis. 

On March 4’s Lucha Underground, El Patron 
and Texano met in a very physical bout, 
with Texano using his trusty bullrope to 
attack Alberto behind the referee’s back, 
before El Patron took possession of it and 
whipped Texano in front of the referee for 
the disqualification. The two met again on 
March 25, this time in a Bullrope match for 
El Patron’s AAA Mega championship, with 
Alberto retaining in a brutal battle. 

Catrina’s affair with Fenix led him into 
two vicious battles with Mil Muertes. The 
first, on March 4, saw Muertes avenge a 
previous loss to Fenix, although Catrina 
would defy Muertes, allowing Fenix to 
knock “The Man of 1,000 Deaths’’ out with 
his stone. In the main event of the March 
18 programme, the two met in by far the 
most violent and exciting Casket match in 
wrestling history, concluding with a bloody 
Fenix stomping Muertes into the casket and 
Catrina fittingly slamming the lid shut. 

Konnan spent the month vowing revenge 
on Cage following an attack in February, 
and on March 25, he assisted Prince Puma 
in retaining his Lucha Underground title 
against Cage in a Boyle Heights Streetfight, 
with the debuting Hernandez also playing 
a part in the bout. Big Ryck and Sexy Star 
both wanted revenge against The Crew, 
but Dario Cueto forced them to fight it out 
against each other on March 4, with Ryck 
using only a little force to win. Ryck got 
his chance to duke it out with The Crew 
on March 18, eliminating Bael and Cortez 
Castro, before Star assisted in Ryck taking 
out Mr. Cisco with repeated shots to the eye 
and a uranage onto a steel chair. 

Cueto tasked King Cuerno with 
incapacitating Johnny Mundo, and the two 
met inside a cage on March 11. The structure 
took away Cuerno’s famed suicide dives, but 
he and Mundo had a great match regardless, 
with Mundo victorious after the End of the 
World corkscrew moonsault. 

Elsewhere, Pentagon Jr. continued his 
arm-breaking spree; tensions increased 
between Ivelisse, Son of Havoc and 
Angelico, leading to Havoc dumping Ivelisse 
before his win over Angelico on March 25; 
and the third match in Aerostar’s great Best 
of Five series with Drago saw Aerostar take 
a 2-1 lead on March 18. 
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- keep spreading the word. Tweet your friends. 
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Jimmy Jacobs talked himself into q bout 
with ROH World champion Jay Briscoe 
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March 2 to March 27 


RATINGS REVIEW 

Heading into WrestleMania, WWE struggled 
to attract Raw viewership figures worthy 
of the build to the big event. The March 2 
Raw feW to a 2.82 rating (3.82m viewers); 
March 9 only slightly increased to a 2.85 
rating (3.86m viewers); despite a viewership 
increase to 3.91m viewers, March 16 fell to a 
2.73 rating; and the go-home March 23 show 
saw Raw climb back above the four million 
mark with a 3.03 rating (4.18m viewers), 
though this was not enough to prevent the 
programme registering the least-viewed 
build to WrestleMania in 18 years. 

Smackdown remained in a similar holding 
pattern, showing that a move from Fridays 
to Thursdays has not brought the expected 
increase in viewers. The March 5 episode 
had a slight improvement to a 1.94 rating 
(2.69m viewers); March 12 fell to a 1.83 
rating (2.57m viewers); March 19 had a 
small increase to a 1.91 rating (2.59m 
viewers); and March 26 fell again to a 
1.86 rating (2.51m viewers). 

Impact Wrestling continued to fluctuate 
week to week. The February 27 show fell 
to 366,000 viewers; March 6 increased to 
421,000 viewers; March 13 saw another 
decrease to 338,000 viewers; and then 
March 20 rose to 403,000 viewers. 

The news that Destination America has 
cancelled TNA’s Saturday programming 
could well have an effect on the main show’s 
ratings going forward. 
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No matter how one might feel about WWE 
programming in the build-up to the show, 
WrestleMania remains an event that doesn’t 
just deliver a great night’s entertainment, 
but rather an engaging experience across 
the best part of a week. No longer does the 
company treat it as merely a singular pro 
wrestling event, but rather the centrepiece 
of a multimedia extravaganza, with the feel 
of an enormous festival. This year was no 
exception, as the state of California hosted 
proceedings for the first time since 2005. 

Before fanatics woke up in Santa Clara 
on Sunday, March 30, there was much to 
absorb. Axxess has become a calling card 
for WWE, and during Friday’s proceedings. 
The Ultimate Warrior’s family were on 
hand for the unveiling of a commemorative 
bronze statue to him; Dean Ambrose took 
part in a Q&A; and there was even in-ring 
action, with NXT holding a mini-tournament. 
The prize, won by Hideo Itami, was a spot in 
the Andre the Giant Memorial battle royal. 

WWE competed directly with ROM’s 
Supercard Of Honor ov\ Friday by presenting 
a NXT house show in San Jose, drawing over 
4,000 fans. It was only appropriate that 
NXT, a brand that has ushered in a freshness 
in WWE, heralded the weekend as a whole. 
The result was a resounding success, as the 
white-hot crowd - who were as enthusiastic 
as even the best post-WrestleMania Raw 
audience - witnessed a very impressive 
show, despite running to lam local time. 

The card boasted an Adrian Neville versus 
Finn Balor main event, in which the Irishman 
entered as the demon version of himself, 
and triumphed after a double foot-stomp 


from the top. Even that tremendous action 
was topped by the ladies, as Sasha Banks 
successfully defended her Women’s title 
against Charlotte in a thrilling collision. Also 
on the card, Hideo Itami defeated Tyler 
Breeze in the first instance of him using his 
famed Go To Sleep in WWE, while Enzo 
Amore, Colin Cassady and Carmella were 
incredibly over with their call-and-response 
routine before losing a three-way tag to 
Blake and Murphy and The Vaudevillians. 

While Axxess continued throughout 
Saturday, allowing for further autograph 
signings, cosplay opportunities and the 
chance to pick up merchandise, one fan did 
take it too far. Clambering to the top of the 
showpiece Elimination Chamber structure, 
he insisted Sunday’s crowd boo Roman 
Reigns, but quickly ran foul of security for 
his indiscretions, though Fandango was 
snapped photographing the moment. 

EMOTIONS RUN HIGH 

The Hall of Fame ceremony took place on 
Saturday evening at San Jose’s SAP Centre. 
Mercifully, WWE did not rush through the 
undercard inductees, actually reaching 
the other end of the spectrum in an event 
that continued for over four hours. Despite 
the duration, this was arguably one of the 
most inspiring productions in WWE history; 
hosted by Jerry Lawler, the speeches ranged 
from heartfelt to traumatic to hilarious, with 
several having elements of all three. 

Of the wrestlers inducted, Alundra Blayze 
stole the show with a lengthy but compelling 
speech that included shout-outs to her peers 
in the All Japan Women promotion, her 


version of the infamous moment in which she 
dropped the WWF Women’s title belt into 
the bin on Nitro, and her thanks to the WWE 
staff that had made her induction possible. 

While Arnold Schwarzenegger gave an 
impassioned speech as he was inducted into 
the celebrity wing, he was overshadowed 
by an incredible sequence of speeches 
that acted as a prelude to Steve Michalek 
accepting the Warrior Award for his late son, 
Connor “The Crusher” - the eight-year-old 
victim of brain cancer who was beloved 
by everyone associated with WWE. Dana 
Warrior gave a remarkable speech about the 
events of 12 months ago, when her husband 
was welcomed back into the WWE family 
only for him to pass away from a heart 
attack on April 8. Daniel Bryan then had 
to pre-emptively apologise for keeping his 
hands in his pockets, tightening his torso as 
a means of trying to hold his composure in 
speaking of how Connor’s spirit had stolen 
his heart. Steve Michalek also offered a 
touching but heartbreaking tribute, ending 
when Connor’s brother, Jackson, came to 
the microphone to say, “I love you, Connor.” 

John Laurinaitis had to act as a buffer 
before The Bushwhackers gave their speech. 
Butch Miller - on crutches after years of 
ill-health - was hilarious, appearing to be 
only a fraction less wild than his 1980s TV 
character. The headliner, Kevin Nash, was 
just the opposite, playing it as cool and 
confirming that despite his success as Diesel 
and arguably the nWo’s most important 
member, no booker really knew what to do 
with a giant whose charisma came off best 
in his most subtly sarcastic moments. 





(a)badzd As a kid, u neva forgt memories, the 
trashing of the title broke my heart, she was the Bret 
Hart of womens #WWE bt #AlundraBlaze I forgive u 
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3 . Dolph Ziggler grips desperately to Luke Harper 
during the Intercontinental title Ladder match 

4 . Sting and Triple-H worked the Levi’s Stadium 
crowd to perfection 

Conning after a very understated 
Japanese wrestling legend, Tatsumi 
Fujinami, the induction of Randy Savage 
didn’t have the thrills one might have 
expected, as Hulk Hogan seemed stuck on 
emphasising how intense Savage could be, 
and Lanny Poffo appeared desperate to 
let everyone know how much the Special 
Olympics had meant to his brother, while 
also exalting Savage’s second wife, Lynn. 

All in all, while it was good to finally get 
“The Macho Man’’ into the Hall of Fame, a 
longer speech by a close friend, such as Bret 
Hart, would have served the event better. 

Kicking off the show, the most notable 
thing about Rikishi’s speech was that he 
did not thank either Grandmaster Sexay 
or Scotty 2 Hotty, causing the latter to 
complain that he ignored them deliberately. 
Bruno Sammartino talked a mile a minute 
- sometimes in kayfabe, sometimes not - 
before handing over to Larry Zbysko, who 
between long pauses admitted that making 
the speech was not as easy as he thought. 

FEEL THE MANIA 

While expectations were lower than in 
2014, there was no question that as Sunday 
arrived, the hub of hyperactivity contributed 
to a tremendous WrestleMania atmosphere 
in Levi’s Stadium. In practice, the show was 
far more than the sum of its parts, and was 
a superb four hours plus pre-show. 

As expected, the crowd reaction to the 
main event was almost as intriguing as what 


occurred inside the squared circle. Brock 
Lesnar and Roman Reigns had a WWE 
World heavyweight title match that was very 
much reminiscent of Brock’s SummerSlam 
destruction of John Cena, as fans counted 
every suplex variation, wildly cheering 
Lesnar’s brutal exhibition of his arsenal. Still, 
almost every close encounter with Reigns 
seemed to result in Lesnar bleeding from 
cuts on his face, particularly after he was 
sent into the ringpost late in the bout. After 
kicking out of three F5s, the last successfully 
playing off the defeat of The Undertaker last 
year, it took Reigns three Superman punches 
and two spears to even put the champion 
down on the mat, although Lesnar kicked 
out dramatically at two. He then caught 
Reigns with another F5, but with both 
men prone, Seth Rollins’ music hit, as he 
cashed in his Money in the Bank briefcase, 
controversially making this a Triple Threat 
encounter. Rollins swiftly scored the victory, 
pinning Reigns with a Curb Stomp after 
Reigns speared Lesnar, who himself had 
positioned Rollins for an F5. With everyone 
coming out of the bout looking strong, this 
was one case in which the convoluted finish 
was arguably the right one. 

Sting and Triple-H provided an altogether 
different experience, with their expertise in 
getting as much from as little as possible 
allowing them to have a bout that was 
enjoyable on television but scintillating in 
Levi’s Stadium itself. The contest started 
out in a very methodical manner, with both 
men looking solid despite a hideous bruise 
on Triple-H’s thigh and another noticeable 
mark on the side of Sting’s upper ribcage. 
The 56-year-old former WCW champion 


moved better than he has in years, but as it 
appeared he would secure victory, he was 
interrupted by D-Ggeneration X. Shocked 
fans were then treated to a ridiculous but 
entertaining stream of interference from 
DX’s Shawn Michaels (who struck Sting with 
Sweet Chin Music for a near-fall), Billy Gunn, 
Road Dogg and X-Pac, who were followed 
to the ring by Hulk Hogan, Kevin Nash and 
Scott Hall as the nWo. Amidst the fracas 
of X-Pac selling big for Hogan’s punches 
and Hall taking a backdrop on the floor, 
Triple-H struck Sting with a sledgehammer 
for the pinfall. Following the bout, the two 
competitors shook hands, in an apparent 
but utterly illogical show of respect. 

John Cena versus Rusev was a much more 
straightforward affair that nicely concluded 
this chapter of their rivalry. Without the 
“first-time ever” moniker from which their 
previous collision benefited, this wasn’t quite 
as exciting, but was an entertaining back and 
forth effort nonetheless. Rusev was in fine 
form, arriving at the ring in a tank for easily 
the best entrance of the night, although a 
finish a little stronger than him bumping 
into Lana for an Attitude Adjustment pinfall 
would have been more appropriate. 

In terms of newsworthiness, nothing quite 
eclipsed the appearance of UFC Women’s 
bantamweight champion, Ronda Rousey, as 
she shot an angle alongside The Rock. Fans 
fumed as Triple-H and Stephanie McMahon 
took to the ring to gloat about Hunter’s 
success over Sting, and their muttering 
resulted in the entrance of The Rock, to a 
huge pop. The Rock riled Stephanie to the 
point where she slapped “The People’s 
Champion”, thereafter goading him that he 
couldn’t strike a woman. The Rock teased 
walking away, head hung low, only to lock 
eyes with Rousey, who was sitting in the 
front row at ringside with the other Four 


“With everyone coming out of the main event looking strong, 
the convoluted finish was arguably the right one” 




(a)GoatFaceBX I watched Mania last night when I got 
in. Just as unbelievable as I thought. Taker/Wyatt was 
way better the 2nd time around. #WrestleMania 
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Horsewomen. She then joined her fellow 
movie star in confronting The Authority, 
with The Rock laying punches into Triple-H 
before he stumbled into Rousey, who struck 
a judo throw. When Stephanie threatened 
to slap Rousey, too, she hooked “The 
Billion Dollar Princess” into a standing 
shoulderlock, teasing what may happen 
if Stephanie opted to try her luck again. 

Elsewhere, the most solid wrestling action 
transpired during Seth Rollins’ losing effort 
against Randy Orton. In a thrilling finish, 
Orton propelled his opponent into the air, 
off a Curb Stomp attempt, drilling him with 
an RKO on the way down. The wildest action 
came in the Intercontinental title Ladder 
match, which opened the main card with 
a bang. After literally butting heads with 
Dolph Ziggler, Bryan kept his footing on 
the rungs to secure victory. 

Paige and AJ worked hard in their scrap 
with The Bellas, although the action was a 
little clumsy. Most of the it centred on Paige 
taking a beating, while AJ was continually 
knocked off the apron before she could tag 
in. AJ did eventually nab the submission 
victory when Nikki tapped out to the Black 
Widow, after which Paige ran to her mother 
- the great Saraya Knight - at ringside, in a 
lovely moment of honest emotion. 

Doubts over The Undertaker’s ability to 
survive a singles collision were put to rest 
when he defeated Bray Wyatt. He may no 
longer be able to work a five-star classic, but 
this scrap was respectable, and he moved 
well for a man who was struggling with knee 
injuries 15 years ago. After a crowd-popping 
moment in which The Undertaker sat up as 
Wyatt crab-walked towards him, the four- 
time WWE champion triumphed with two 
Tombstone piledrivers. 

LESNAR’S RAW DEAL 

The night after WrestleMania became a 
hot topic in April 2, 2012, when the Raw 
audience in Miami elected to go “off 
script” and focus their support squarely on 
Daniel Bryan. It’s led to the show carrying 
a significantly raised profile, in addition 
to being a huge opportunity for WWE 
to capitalise on a red-hot spectatorship. 

On this occasion, the benefit wasn’t just a 
couple of fresh faces and hot angles, but a 
tremendous TV rating in the region of 5.3 
million viewers - Raw’s highest since its 
1,000th show on July 23, 2012. 

It goes without saying that much of the 
anticipation revolved around the outcome 
of the WWE title match the previous night. 
Brock Lesnar stomping to the ring set the 
scene, and a superb Paul Heyman promo 
followed, in which he claimed he could 


hold up WWE in litigation, had he not been 
commanded otherwise by his client, who 
believes “all lawyers are scumbags”. With 
Lesnar thus now confirmed as a babyface 

- to this audience, he always was - the 
match was made between he and Rollins, 
though Rollins quickly fled, leading to Lesnar 
annihilating J & J security, Michael Cole, and 
a cameraman. Stephanie McMahon thus 
suspended Lesnar, and threatened to fine 
him “seven figures”. 

This was a superb execution of the old 
anti-hero being cut down by the boss, and 
indeed, the enthusiasm for Lesnar was akin 
to Steve Austin at his peak. 

Rollins returned for the six-man tag main 
event, combining with Kane and Big Show 
to take on Reigns, Ryback and Orton. Reigns 
was supposed to be a surprise partner, but 
it was clearly sign-posted all night, and the 
bout itself was a deathly dull retread, too 

- something not lost on the crowd, as they 
chanted, “Same old shit!” before amusing 
themselves with a Mexican wave. 

Providing better action was a smoothly 
executed six-person Divas bout, although 
the crowd was paying no attention, instead 
turning the standard “Cena sucks!” chant 
on its head by crudely proclaiming to Nikki 
Bella that “You suck Cena!” The audio was 
rapidly turned down on the TV broadcast. 

A more glowing report came with 
the blistering Intercontinental title match 
between Daniel Bryan and Dolph Ziggler. 
This thrilling effort achieved a standing 
ovation mid-way through, as the crowd 
rallied behind two guys they feel should be 
higher on the card. Following Bryan’s win. 
Bad News Barrett attacked, resulting in a 
returning Sheamus running in for the save, 
before he turned heel with a Brogue Kick 
to Bryan, and a focused assault on Ziggler. 
Complete with a new mohawk and braided 
beard, Sheamus looked revitalised. 

As is now tradition, there were debuts to 
enjoy. The building went wild for The Lucha 
Dragons’ in an eight-man tag, chanting their 
name and “NXT!” loudly. Cole attempted to 
partly attribute the latter to The Ascension’s 
presence, which was, of course, nonsense. 
The exchanges between Cesaro and Kalisto 
were dynamite, including a standing backflip 



1. The Undertaker returned to wage a fine 
battle against Bray Wyatt 2 . As WWE World 
heavyweight champion, Seth Rollins should be 
the focal point of the company for much of 2015 



off the Swiss’ shoulders. The debutants 
got over huge, as did Adrian Neville (now 
referred to only by his surname), who 
showcased an Asai moonsault and the 
Red Arrow against Curtis Axel. 

Despite not getting exactly what they 
wanted on Raw, everyone was happy, 
as the weekend felt like a kickstart of 
something big for WWE. Whether the 
company can keep up the pace without 
Lesnar remains to be seen, but with the 
reaction to WrestleMania and the ratings 
for Raw, the fans have let Vince McMahon 
know what they want to see. 

After getting off the hook with a 
tremendous weekend of WWE action, 
the ball is in the Chairman’s court. 


ESDIH Cesaro & Tyson Kidd def. New Day, The Usos & Los Matadores (Pinfall / 9:58 / 
WWE Tag Team titles) ■ Big Show won the Andre the Giant Memorial battle royal (16:05) 
■ Daniel Bryan won the seven-man Ladder match (Belt Retrieval / 13:45/ Intercontinental 
title) ■ Randy Orton def. Seth Rollins (Pinfall / 13:15) ■ Triple H def. Sting (Pinfall / 18:35) ■ 
AJ Lee & Paige def. The Bella Twins (Submission / 6:42) ■ John Cena def. Rusev (Pinfall / 
14:30 / U.S. title) ■ The Undertaker def. Bray Wyatt (Pinfall / 15:13) ■ Seth Rollins def. Brock 
Lesnar & Roman Reigns (Pinfall / 16:44 / WWE World heavyweight title) 
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(a)NickMann10 My take: Galloway vs Gargano was 
awesomeness. I'd like to see a #TNA title added to 
Galloway's collection. #WWNLive 


WRESTLING ROUND-UP 



1. Johnny Gargano dropped the 
Open The Freedom Gate title to 
Drew Galloway 2. EVOLVE 40 
challenger Uhaa Nation is joining 
WWE imminently 


SSEffiB WWN SUPERSHOW - 
MERCURY RISING Ethan Page def. Caleb 
Konley (Pintail / 12:00) Mia Yim, Cherry 
Bomb & Kimber Lee def. Andrea, Nicole 
Matthews & Portia Perez (Pintail / 13:00) 
Drew Galloway def. Johnny Gargano 
(Pintail / 22:00 Open the Freedom 
Gate & EVOLVE title ) ■ TJ Perkins def. 
Tommy End, Drew Gulak & Biff Busick 
(Submission / 12:00) PJ Black def. AR 
Fox (Pintail / 11:00) Timothy Thatcher 
def. Chris Hero (Submission / 22:00) ■ 
Austin Aries & Roderick Strong def. 

Uhaa Nation & Ricochet (Pintail / 17:00) 


EVOLVE 39-40 / WWN 
SUPERSHOW: MERCURY RISING 


Over a three-day stretch on WrestleMania weekend, 
the EVOLVE promotion put on a trio of excellent 
shows. The cards were built around the title 
versus title match between EVOLVE champion 
Drew Galloway and Dragon Gate USA’s Open the 
Freedom Gate champion Johnny Gargano, as both 
groups came under the WWN banner. European 
sensation Tommy End was heavily hyped as a guest 
attraction, and fans got their first extended look at 
PJ Black (Justin Gabriel) on the independent circuit. 

Gargano and Galloway fared well in their 
singles matches across the weekend, prior to the 
interpromotional contest. Galloway survived wars 
with PJ Black for his title at EVOLVE 39 and then 
against the WWE-bound Uhaa Nation in a non-title 
match the next night, while Gargano successfully 
defended his belt against AR Fox before being a 
part of a losing effort in tag action, as he teamed 
with Rich Swann opposite The Premiere Athlete 
Brand. On Saturday at the WWN Live Supershow, 
however, Galloway walked away a double champion 
in an overbooked Attitude Era-style match that 
included two referee bumps before Galloway 
triumphed following a piledriver. 

Gargano’s title loss midway through the Saturday 
show - placed as such because Galloway had to 
make it back to Scotland for Barramania - marked 
the beginning of a tough night for him. Ethan Page, 
who Gargano brought into EVOLVE, had suffered 
two close losses before scratching out a win over 
Caleb Konley, and the frustrated Canadian decided 
to betray Gargano after the Galloway match, 
kicking him while he was down. Due to the attack, 
a programme between Page and Gargano is surely 
imminent, but Page was not the only grappler to 
experience a topsy-turvy weekend. 

Popular roster member Biff Busick started the 
weekend strong, and finished it facing an uncertain 
future. At EVOLVE 39, he fought Tommy End to a 
decisive victory with his signature rear naked choke, 
in a good match. Later that night, he confronted 
rival Chris Hero, who for months had belittled the 
former CZW World champion by stating he had 
not earned the right to even utter his name. A game 
Busick offered Hero the chance to strike him down, 
and when a hesitant Hero initially balked, he then 
tried to blind-side Busick before he was chased to 
the backstage area. When the two butted heads at 
the following show, the result was a classic in which 
Hero emerged victorious following a Tombstone. 

On the final evening, after losing a four-way 
involving TJ Perkins, Drew Gulak and Tommy End, 
an angry Busick got in Perkins’ face before he left 
the ring in a huff. 

BACK IN BLACK 

“Darewolf” PJ Black struggled in two outings 
against Galloway and Ricochet, in which it became 



evident that he is still getting into the groove of 
the indy scene, though he worked hard and was 
rewarded with a quality win over AR Fox. 

The weekend belonged to British wrestling- 
influenced Timothy Thatcher, as the humble 
shoot-style wrestler let his actions in the ring do 
the talking. A loss to rival Drew Gulak to begin the 
weekend did not deter him, as he rebounded 24 
hours later by submitting Tommy End in a technical 
masterpiece. At Mercury Rising, Thatcher earned 
his biggest victory to date by submitting Chris Hero 
with an armbar, in the Match of the Weekend. 

With the victory, Thatcher earned the arrogant 
Hero’s respect, but his night was still not over, as 
he later made the save during Roderick Strong’s 
attack on Austin Aries, and declared he was going 
to challenge double champion Galloway. 


m 
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(astrongStyleHeel Emotional match between 
Jacobs & Whitmer they both were fighting back 
the tears #supercardofhonor #WatchROH 


WRESTLING ROUND-UP 


ROH SUPERCARD OF HONOR IX 


Ring of Honor presented its annual Supercard 
Of Honor show on March 28 in Redwood City, 
California, about 25 minutes’ drive from the 
Wrest/eMan ia-host\ng Santa Clara. All in all, it 
was a solid card highlighted by the return of ROH 
legend Samoa Joe, although there was a feeling of 
concern throughout, given the rampant rumours 
of departing talent. With uncertainty in the air, the 
wrestlers dug deep to provide an entertaining event 
for the live audience and on-demand viewers. 

The evening’s opening bout saw Mark Briscoe 
come up trumps against the immensely popular 
ACH, following a flash pin. While the two worked a 
bout that was well laid out, the contest never really 
kicked into high gear, and it appeared they had 
trouble gelling. Michael Elgin then got to grips with 
Frankie Kazarian, and despite a slow start, they put 
together a fine contest centred on Elgin working 
over the former TNA X-Division champion’s neck. 
After winning with his Elgin Bomb finisher, the 
Canadian grappler assaulted both Kazarian and 
his tag partner Christopher Daniels. 

Matt Sydal won a six-man Mayhem match that 
really injected some energy into the crowd. The 
bout also featured Moose, Cedric Alexander, 

Caprice Coleman, Tommaso Ciampa and the 
returning Andrew Everett, with each man working 
extremely hard. The real stand-outs, however, 
were clearly Everett and former NFL player Moose. 

JACOBS’ LADDER 

Long-time associates - be it as tag team partners 
or rivals - Jimmy Jacobs and BJ Whitmer clashed 
in a No Holds Barred match, in Jacobs’ swansong 
before joining the creative team in WWE. With 
the match afforded very little time, the former 
Decade members crammed in as many spots as 
possible, before Whitmer triumphed thanks to 
assistance from Colby Corino. During the ensuing 
beatdown, Jacobs’ former valet, Lacey, made the 
save, and left with him in a fitting end to Jacobs’ 
10-year saga in ROH. 

Roderick Strong and Christopher Daniels worked 
a crisp and competitive match during the night’s 
fifth fight, although Daniels should arguably have 
played far more to the storyline back injury suffered 
in the earlier assault by Elgin. Strong’s famed 
arsenal of backbreakers assisted him in securing 
a submission victory over “The Fallen Angel” with 
the Strong Hold (modified Boston crab). 

ROH World Tag Team Champions reDRagon 
successfully defended their titles against The 
Kingdom (Michael Bennett and Matt Taven) in a 
decent match in which a member of The Knights of 
the Rising Dawn interfered towards the conclusion, 
attacking Bobby Fish. Still, it didn’t take long for the 
champions to rebound to get the pinfall. 

After being absent from Ring of Honor for 
almost a year, Japanese legend Jushin “Thunder” 
Liger returned to do battle with Jay Lethal for the 



ROH Television title. For much of the match, the 
former 11-time IWGP junior-heavyweight champion 
frustrated Lethal by clearly out wrestling him, but 
when the referee took the title belt away from Liger 
after he himself had grabbed it from the champion’s 
grasp, the former TNA star hit the Lethal Injection 
for the pinfall. 

In the main event for the ROH World 
championship. Jay Briscoe and Samoa Joe 
reignited their legendary feud. Joe spent much of 
the match on the offensive, wearing the champion 
down with a combination of strikes and submission 
holds. Briscoe dug deep to survive the onslaught, 
and managed to avoid Joe’s rear naked choke and 
Muscle Buster, and in the end retained after hitting 
the Jay Driller. Both men looked excellent here, and 
it would be a big blow if either were to leave for 
NXT at any time in the near future. 


Mark Briscoe def. ACH (Pinfall / 11:14) ■ Michael Elgin def. Frankie Kazarian (Pinfall / 10:56) Matt Sydal 
def. Tomasso Ciampa, Cedric Alexander, Andrew Everett, Moose & Caprice Coleman (Pinfall / 10:26 / Mayhem 
match) BJ Whitmer def. Jimmy Jacobs (Pinfall / 15:41 / No Disqualification match) Roderick Strong def. 
Christopher Daniels (Submission / 11:47) reDRagon def. The Kingdom (Pinfall / 17:47 / ROH World Tag Team titles) 
■ Jay Lethal def. Jushin Liger (Pinfall / 15:02 / ROH World Television title) ■ Jay Briscoe def. Samoa Joe (Pinfall / 
19:58 /ROH World title) 


22 
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(SAMGarvey Watching the finals of #NewJapanCup on 
#NJPWWorld and listening to Led Zeppelin. I love the internet. 


WRESTLING ROUND-UP 


NJPW NEW JAPAN CUP 2015 


Last year’s New Japan Cup was one of the low 
points of an otherwise great year for the world's 
finest pro wrestling promotion. The same will 
certainly not be said about 2015’s iteration, which 
was booked perfectly and delivered some excellent 
bouts, with one in particular standing out as a 
Match Of The Year candidate. 

The opening night took place in Tokyo at the 
Ota Ward Gymnasium, and it doubled as New 
Japan’s 43 ’'^! anniversary celebration, as that was 
the venue of the group’s first show back in 1972. 
Eight first round matches occurred, some of which 
were designed to build for future programmes, with 
others for the sole purpose of being solid matches. 
The shocking three-minute victory by Toru Yano 
over Hiroshi Tanahashi was most definitely one 
for the former category, as it was a great piece of 
storytelling. Yano just went for cradle after cradle, 
blitzing Tanahashi right out of the gate. The crowd 
was on fire as the near-falls got closer and closer, 
and when Yano eventually got the duke with a hair- 
pull assist, the crowd exploded. The main event saw 
another upset, as Kazuchika Okada was put down 
by Bad Luck Bale’s Bad Luck Fall (modified Razor's 
Edge) for the second time this year. The two best 



1. Toru Yano got a shocking 
pinfall victory over Hiroshi 
Tanahashi early in the tournament 

2 . Kota Ibushi went through 
Tetsuya Naito and Hirooki Goto 
on finals day in Hiroshima 


SSEISBNEW JAPAN CUP FINAL: 

MARCH 15, 2015 in Hiroshima ■ Tiger 
Mask, Ryusuke Taguchi & Mascara Dorada 
def Jushin Liger, KUSHIDA & Jay White 
(Pinfall / 10:23) ■ Satoshi Kojima & Yohei 
Komatsu def. Yuji Nagata & Sho Tanaka 
(Submission / 9:35) ■ Hirooki Goto def. 
Togi Makabe (Pinfall / 8:11) ■ Kota Ibushi 
def Tetsuya Naito (Pinfall / 14:14) 

Katsuyori Shibata & Tomoaki Honma def 
Tama Tonga & Cody Hall (Pinfall / 10:23) 

■ Kazushi Sakuraba & Toru Yano def 
Hiroshi Tanahashi & Captain New Japan 
(Pinfall / 11:22) ■ CHAOS def The Bullet 
Club (Pinfall / 18:30) ■ Kota Ibushi def 
Tetsuya Naito (Pinfall / 17:31) 



matches were the hard-fought contests in which 
Hirooki Goto defeated Yuji Nagata with the Shouten 
Kai (vertical suplex into a side slam) and Tetsuya 
Naito beat Karl Anderson following the Stardust 
Press (corkscrew moonsault). 

The quarter-finals occurred at Korakuen Hall 
three days later. The headliner was a spirited clash 
pitting friends and tag partners, Hirooki Goto and 
Katsuyori Shibata, against one another. It was 
a typically violent fight, won by Goto with the 
Shouten Kai, that put a cap on a very entertaining 
card. The genius of the Yano versus Tanahashi finish 
then became clear in the former's bout with Kota 
Ibushi, as the crowd bought every single cradle like 
it could be the finish. Yano was trying to end it early 
again, but was out-manoeuvred by the tricky DDT 
star, who hit an awesome springboard sunset flip 
for the victory. 

The semi-finals of Ibushi versus Naito and Goto 
versus Togi Makabe were held in Hiroshima, and 
while the latter hardly bout lit the world on fire, 
Naito and Ibushi constructed something incredible. 
There were some great spots utilised by both men 
as a mirror image of the other, such as swan-dive 
missile dropkicks and evil-looking dragon suplexes. 
Ibushi hit Naito with one of the craziest lariats you'll 
ever see, and the bout shifted heavily in Ibushi's 
favour when Naito got dropped on his head as he 
attempted his rolling prawn hold, and Ibushi hit a 
huge high kick while Naito defiantly tried to stay 
alive by striking with open-hand slaps. One Golden 
Star Bomb (sit-down Last Ride) later, and Ibushi 
was into the final. 

The non-tournament bouts on finals night were 
very enjoyable. Young lions Yohei Komatsu and 
Sho Tanaka looked great on opposite sides of a tag 
match with veterans Satoshi Kojima and Yuji Nagata 
respectively; Shibata and Tomoaki Honma were a 
fantastic odd couple tag team in taking on Tama 
Tonga and the impressive Cody Hall; and the semi- 
main event was a fast-paced eight man tag pitting 
The Bullet Club against Okada, Tomohiro Ishii, 
Shinsuke Nakamura and YOSHI-HASHI in which 
the electric closing stretch had Okada and crew 
working valiantly to chop down Bad Luck Fale. 

THE FINAL COUNTDOWN 

With the trophy on the line in the main event, Ibushi 
and Goto had a very strong match. In what was a 
first time meeting, the finalists didn’t quite display 
the chemistry of Naito and Ibushi, but they worked 
extremely hard, and built the bout around a couple 
of big spots, most notably a lariat by Goto that sent 
Ibushi crashing down onto the apron and then to 
the floor. There were also couple of fearsome strike 
exchanges as they got into the final moments of the 
match. Eventually, Ibushi survived Goto’s bombs 
and eked out the biggest win of his heavyweight 
career following a gorgeous Golden Star Press 
(Phoenix splash). 
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(a)habanerd Finally watching the #UFC185 main card. 
Man, Joanna Jedrzejczyk is just mean, first ever Polish 
champ. Can't wait to watch her fight again. 


WRESTLING ROUND-UP 


UFC 185 PETTIS VS. DOS AN JOS 


The story of the UFC’s 2015 thus far has been 
its conneback fronn a horrible previous 12 nnonths 
that had seen key stars absent, anticipated matches 
fall apart due to injuries, drug test failures and 
retirements. Aptly, the run of strong pay-per-views 
from January onwards continued with an evening 
that was all about redemption. 

The first two bouts saw talented fighters 
continue to rebuild careers that at one point 
seemed on the brink of implosion. To many, 
the heavy-handed and thick-headed Roy Nelson 
seemed a fighter designed to expose Alistair 
Overeem by weathering the early storm and then 
catching him beyond round one. To his credit, the 
Dutchman avoided this banana skin by fighting with 
greater intelligence, maintaining a consistent pace 
to avoid tiring early and using his ability to fight 
either from distance or in the clinch to minimise 
Nelson’s opportunities to land the big haymaker. 

Few would have doubted that Henry Cejudo 
had the skills to beat former World title challenger 
Chris Cariaso, as he is, after all, a former Olympic 
gold medallist who has gone undefeated in his 
short MMA career. What many did doubt was his 
ability to make weight, as Cejudo had previously 
been exiled to bantamweight after repeated 


failures to make 125lbs. Thankfully, he did make the 
limit, and was clearly operating at a skill level above 
the veteran. 

Weight was also on the mind of Johny Hendricks 
who, after two disappointing performances against 
Robbie Lawler, had been forced to admit that he 
had to work harder on his conditioning rather than 
piling on the pounds in between fights. He came 
out in front of his hometown fans a changed man, 
with his svelte physique allowing him to push the 
pace against an always game Matt Brown. While 
he didn’t get the knockout, he looked back to his 
best after a difficult 2014. 

In the main event, Rafael dos Anjos completed 
a remarkable career resurgence. Since the end of 
2011, he has gone 9-1 inside the Octagon, and going 
up against the often-spectacular Anthony Pettis, 
he dominated the lightweight champion across all 
five rounds. In a complete performance, he found 
success on the feet early on before letting his 
grappling secure the later rounds. 

It was not the only championship switch on 
the card, as Poland’s Joanna Jedrzejczyk became 
only the third European to win a UFC World title 
when she knocked out the inaugural title-holder, 
Carla Esparza. 



1. Anthony Pettis lost the 
lightweight title to Rafael dos 
Anjos at UFC 185 

Germaine de Randamie def. 
Larissa Pacheco (TKO [punches] / R2/ 
2:02) Joseph Duffy def Jake Lindsey 
(TKO [head kick and punches] / R1 / 1:47) 
■ Ryan Benoit def Sergio Pettis (TKO 
[punches] / R2 / 1:34) ■ Jared Rosholt 
def Josh Oopeland (TKO [punches] / 

R3 / 3:12) ■ Beneil Dariush def Daron 
Oruickshank (Submission [rear-naked 
choke] / R2 / 2:48) Elias Theodorou 
def Roger Narvaez (TKO [punches] 

/ R2 / 4:07) Ross Pearson def Sam 
Stout (Knockout [punches] / R2 / 1:33) 
Henry Oejudo def Ohris Oariaso (Decision 
[unanimous] / R3 / 5:00) Alistair 
Overeem def Roy Nelson (Decision 
[unanimous)/ R3/ 5:00) Johny 
Hendricks def Matt Brown (Decision 
[unanimous] / R3 / 5:00) ■ Joanna 
Jedrzejczyk def Oarla Esparza (TKO 
[punches] / R2 / 4:17) Rafael dos Anjos 
def Anthony Pettis (Decision [unanimous] 
/ R5 / 5:00 / UFO lightweight title) 


EVOLVE WRESTLING 38 


It took 38 events under the EVOLVE banner before 
the unvarnished product had its first Steel Cage 
match, in which Drew Galloway, the champion 
since August 8, engaged in a non-title bout against 
Roderick Strong. 

The competitors made full use of the surrounding 
mesh, with Galloway notably powerbombing 
Strong into one chain-link wall. Strong, for his part, 
delivered crisp strikes and kicks to underscore the 
heated nature of the battle. The match reached 
fever pitch when Galloway was busted open after 
a zealous fall into the turnbuckle; the EVOLVE 
champion was trapped between the ropes and the 
cage, helpless while Strong kicked and kneed away 
at him. During the barrage, the referee stopped 
the contest to the rightful dismay of the Deer Park, 
New York crowd; the bout, as stipulated, could 
only end on pinfall, submission, or knockout, and 
Galloway was still clearly conscious. Nonetheless, 
the physicality made for a tremendous main event. 

Also of note was PJ Black (Justin Gabriel), fresh 
off of defeating Caleb Konley, saving Galloway 
from enduring further damage, but then asking the 
wounded champion for their scheduled match on 
March 26 in San Jose to be for the title. Galloway 
granted the South African’s wishes. 


Match of the Night honours went to Chris Hero 
and his old protege, former CZW champion Drew 
Gulak. The latter will tell you that Hero, all those 
years ago, turned him onto the scientific beauty 
of World Of Sport wrestling, and the two put 
together a match that touched upon their mutual 
love of pure grappling. Everything about the 
contest was the antithesis of cookie-cutter, paint- 
by-numbers television wrestling, resembling an 
athletic competition, with Gulak playing it fluid and 
nimble, and Hero dipping into desperate aggression 
in spots, trying to stay a step ahead of his quicker 
pupil. Hero would win with a Tombstone piledriver 
after nearly 20 minutes of consummate grappling, 
and while it may seem different to newer senses, 
as an acquired taste, it’s worth having a tipple. 

The other top match of the evening took place 
between dynamic daredevil AR Fox and reigning 
DREAMWAVE champion Matt Cage. They cut 
a sonic pace over the extended frame, with 
newcomer Cage looking like a worthy rival to Fox, 
who could be a top star in the industry with a little 
refinement. In the end. Fox threw everything but 
the kitchen sink at Cage, finishing emphatically with 
both his Lo Mein Pain (slingshot flipping uranage) 
and a 450° splash. 



1. Drew Gulak had an excellent 
technical bout with Chris Hero at 
EVOLVE 38 


ssnsB Biff Busick def. Martin Stone 
(Subnnission / 5:15) Team Tremendous 
def. Jody Kristofferson & Earl Cooter 
(Pinfall / 10:30) ■ AR Fox def. Matt Cage 
(Pinfall / 12:30) Chris Hero def. Drew 
Gulak (Pinfall / 19:10) ■ PJ Black def. 
Caleb Konley (Pinfall / 12:30) Davey 
Richards def. Anthony Nese (Submission 
/ 21:25) Roderick Strong def. Drew 
Galloway (Stoppage / 21:10 / Steel 
Cage match) 
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(a)strikamura The 3/24 Glorious Gate card was a 
lot of fun from top to bottom. DG in general just 
makes my life better. 
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DRAGON GATE GLORIOUS GATE 


Coming five days after a double-shot in Osaka that 
displayed the type of emotion that only Dragon 
Gate can muster, the crew had another big event: 
their monthly Korakuen Hall appearance. By the 
time the show was over, it begged the question as 
to whether this was the best week in Dragon Gate 
history, as a 40-minute, non-stop, all-action 12-man 
bout was both a brilliant character showcase and a 
masterclass of precision, innovation and execution. 

The four-way trios main event exhibited the 
latest evolution of a style honed from the creation 
of Toryumon Japan over 15 years ago. There have 
been a handful of true classics in this genre, with 
an August 30, 2003 effort arguably the best, but 
this latest bout is certainly in the debate. The match 
started off with rules specifying one member from 
each team - The Jimmys, Mad Blankey, Monster 
Express and Dia Hearts - in the ring at the same 
time, cleverly providing interesting match-ups, such 
as when former allies Masato Yoshino, BxB Hulk 
and Naruki Doi entered at the same time, and, in 
a funny moment, when poor Jimmy Susumu was 
in with the “power fighters”: Shingo Takagi, Cyber 
Kong and Big R. Shimizu. The opening exchanges 
were fun, but the “rules” went out the window fast. 

The match was a flurry of all kinds of fun spots, 
some new and some timeless classics. With the 
match progressing at a tremendous rate of knots. 


it was remarkable that the performers managed 
to showcase their characters, as the likes of Cyber 
Kong, Akira Tozawa and even Shingo Takagi 
(playing the role of the surly guy taking the match 
very seriously) all shone bright. None of this was 
at the expense of technique and execution, and 
bizarrely, one simple thing that stood out was 
a clothesline over the top rope by Takagi on 
YAMATO, which was as supremely performed as 
one could imagine. The requisite dive sequence 
was as jaw-dropping as ever, too. 

All this, however, was just an appetiser for an 
incredible closing stretch in which Mad Blankey 
was eliminated first, after they had run wild on 
offence. Dia Hearts was then dumped out after a 
fierce sequence pitting Takagi against Kzy. Then, a 
finishing run with Monster Express and The Jimmys 
was all about one of the most underrated wrestlers 
on the planet, Jimmy Kagetora, putting on a show 
with Takagi and then Yoshino, whom he beat with 
an incredible counter into his Gurumakakari (gut- 
wrench driver) finisher. 

The undercard offered plenty of entertainment, 
too, not least of which came in the semi-main event 
in which Masaaki Mochizuki and T-Hawk beat lumps 
out of each other, leading to Flamita pinning Mochi. 

This show, however, was all about the spectacular 
main course. 



1. T-Hawk went to war with 
Masaaki Mochizuki in the 
semi-main event 


SSEISBThe Millenials def. MAD 
BLANKEY (Pintail / 9:10) ■ Kenichiro Aral 
& Shachihoko BOY def. Super Shisa & 
“Hollywood” Stalker Ichikawa (Pintail / 7:11) 

■ Kotoka def. Mr. Quu Quu Tanizaki Naoki 
Toyonaka Dolphin (Pintail / 10:03) ■ CIMA 
& Don Fujii def. Maraha Issapa (Pintail / 
12:30) ■ T-Hawk & Flamita def. Masaaki 
Mochizuki & Dragon Kid (Pintail / 19:20) 

■ The Jimmys def. Monster Express & Dia 
Hearts & MAD BLANKEY (Pintail / 39:23) 


SHINE WRESTLING 25 


SHINE Wrestling’s 25 ^^ featured a record three 
championship matches, and it was these bouts that 
carried the show, the stand-out being the main 
event pitting SHINE title-holder Mia Yim against 
Nevaeh in a two-out-of-three falls contest. 

Nevaeh had close calls in previous championship 
matches, and the conclusion of this hard-hitting 
20-minute battle was tight as well, as following 
her superplex from the top rope, her cradle was 
reversed by the champion, who took the deciding 
pinfall to retain the title. Problems within Valifornia 
arose thereafter, as So Cal Val decided to stick the 
monster Andrea on Nevaeh, angry that she had not 
captured the gold, but Nevaeh saw off the attack. 

Further difficulties ensued between The Kimber 
Bombs and Legendary following their latest title 
match, in which Cherry Bomb and Kimber Lee 
became the third SHINE Tag Team champions in 
a bout where Legendary would have lost the belts 
had they been disqualified. The Kimber Bombs, 
however, did win via pinfall. Rather than accept 
defeat, Brandi Wine and Malia Hosaka continued 
their attack after the contest, so the war between 
the teams will continue. 

Santana Garrett had become the NWA Women’s 
champion since the previous SHINE show, and 
here she made a successful defence of the title 


against Shanna in a match that continued Garrett’s 
impressive run of form since her return to the 
promotion. Shanna proved a worthy challenger in 
her own right, and Garrett’s former partner Amber 
Gallows - fresh from a three-way with Leva Bates 
and Thunderkitty, in which the latter was pinned - 
staked a claim to a future title match. 

The middle portion of the show had two 
disqualification finishes in a row, both involving 
Su Yung, which felt like buzzkills at a key point. 

In the first, Yung got involved in another meeting 
between La Rosa Negra and Taylor Made, which 
was promising to become a very good match, and 
then in her own battle with Jessicka Havok, she was 
disqualified for spewing mist into Havok’s face. 

More impressive matches included another 
stand-out showing from Allysin Kay, who put Leah 
Von Dutch away with a discus lariat, while in the 
opener. Solo Darling was joined by new All Star 
Squad partner “Crazy” Mary Dobson in a victory 
over Valifornia’s Andrea and Jayme Jameson. 


1. Mia Yim retained her SHINE 
championship over Neveah in the 
main event 


SSIISB “Crazy” Mary Dobson & Solo Darling (w/Daffney) def. Valifornia (Andrea & Jayme Jameson) (w/So Cal 
Val) (Pinfall / 09:59) Leva Bates def. Amber Gallows and Thunderkitty (w/Leilani Kai) (Pinfall / 04:32 / Three-way 
match) ■ La Rosa Negra def. Taylor Made (w/Su Yung) (Disqualification / 08:25) ■ Jessicka Havok def. Su Yung 
(Disqualification / 02:16) ■ Santana Garrett def. Shanna (Pinfall / 09:54 / NWA Women’s title) ■ Allysin Kay def. Leah 
Von Dutch (Pinfall / 08:15) ■ The Kimber Bombs (Cherry Bomb & Kimber Lee) def. Legendary (Brandi Wine & Malia 
Hosaka) (w/Leilani Kai & Thunderkitty) (Pinfall / 08:06 / SHINE Tag Team titles) ■ Mia Yim def. Nevaeh (w/So Cal 
Val) (Pinfall / 19:35 /Two-out-of-three fall match for the SHINE championship) 
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MAGNUS OPUS 


THIS YEAR’S WWE HALL OF FAME WAS FULL OF SPECTACULAR 
SPEECHES, BUT ONE IN PARTICULAR GOT NICK “MAGNUS” ALOIS’ 
ATTENTION. HE EXPLAINS WHY MORE WRESTLERS OUGHT TO TAKE 
HEED OF KEVIN NASH’S WORDS. 



After an enjoyable day at Wrestlecon in San Jose, I 
was enjoying a few adult beverages with Mickie 
and ODB while watching the 2015 WWE Hall of 
Fame ceremony. While I always enjoy the show, I 
particularly wanted to see Kevin Nashs induction; 
Kevin was very good to me when we were in TNA, 
and gave me more useful advice for surviving and 
thriving in the wrestling business than any other 
person IVe met. I was really happy to see him the 
day before and congratulate him personally, and told 
him how much I was looking forward to his speech. 
He did not disappoint - “a lot of people think I got 
involved with this for the money, and that’s absolutely 
true” - but it was his introduction by the greatest 
in-ring performer of all-time, Shawn Michaels, 
that really resonated with me. 

Whether you refer to what we do as “sports 
entertainment” or “pro wrestling”, the one word that 
comes after those terms remains the same: business. 
And if you’re a pro wrestler, there’s one thing that you 



Kevin Nash offered some great 
advice to Nick when both were in TNA 


should take away from what Michaels and Nash said 
at the Hall of Fame: from day one, you have to treat 
this as a business. 

Michaels said, “Whether anybody wants to admit 
it or not, Kevin Nash, by his actions, fundamentally 
changed the way this business operates.” He went 
on to describe how thanks to Nash and Scott Hall’s 
negotiations to leave the biggest company in the 
industry to go to WCW, every talent now has a 
guaranteed contract. As someone who has enjoyed 
the security of a guaranteed contract for the past few 
years - not anywhere close to the same dollar amount, 
unfortunately! - 1 can say that this is a very significant 
thing. I also loved the fact that they referred to 
wrestling as a “line of work” on several occasions, 
which is a smart way to remind themselves, and 
others, that it needs to be treated as such. 

“Kevin Nash decided what a novel idea it would 
be to treat this business like, you know, a business^ 
added Shawn. 



Shawn Michaels mocked those who 
fail to treat pro wrestling as a business 


I 

If 

“Whether you 
refer to what 
we do as ‘sports 
entertainment’ 
or ‘pro wrestling’, 
the one word 
that comes after 
those terms 
remains the 
same: business” 



If it's more of Nick that you're after, 
you can catch him in action on 
Challenge TV, where you'll see him 
as Magnus on Impact Wrestling. 

Also check out Nick’s official website 
at www.NickAldis.com, find his fan 
page on Facebook (Nick Aldis aka 
Magnus aka Oblivion) or follow him 
through Twitter by searching for 
(a)MagnusOfficial. 



C) LEE SOUTH / TNAWRESTLING.COM 




Kevin is unfairly criticised at times for his work 
in the ring, and I think he displayed staggering 
intelligence and awareness during his speech, 
when he acknowledged all the guys he was 
fortunate enough to work with, and how they 
made him look good and forced him to be better. 
There is an implication sometimes that he was just 
lucky because he was a 7ft tall giant with a great 
look, and therefore had money thrown at him. 
Clearly, anybody who believes this didn’t see his 
unsuccessful tag team debut as a Master Blaster, 
the mind-boggling Oz character, or Vinnie Vegas. 

Kevin wanted to be successful and make 
money in this line of work, so he told Ole 
Anderson he was done with wrestling so he 
could get his notice, which he then faxed to WWF 
headquarters. His first contract with the WWF 
was for 10 dates at $150 per date. Fifteen-hundred 
bucks, working for the market leader in the genre. 
Everybody there was working for an opportunity, 
which I guess is okay when youfe getting a 
percentage of the house at arenas of thousands of 
people every night, but a little security would Ve 
been nice! Obviously, Kevin thought the same, 
even when he became the WWF champion; he 
knew WCW was number two, and even said on 
Steve Austins podcast that he was going from “the 
New York Yankees to the Toledo Mudheads”, but 
he needed to provide a living for his family. 

So, if you’re keeping score, Kevin left a contract 
with WCW for an opportunity with the WWF, 
then left the WWF while he was on top for a 
guarantee with WCW. These are not the actions 
of a lucky man; they are the calculated risks of a 
successful businessman. 


TALKIN’ ’BOUT MY 
GENERATION 

Within my generation of wrestlers - and the 
next generation, too - there seems to be an 
alarming lack of interest in making a living from 
this profession. I don’t know if there is any one 
particular reason for this, but clearly the culture 
has changed. Maybe it’s because the average age 
is much younger; maybe because there are less 
options for places to make a living at this; or maybe 
because we all grew up as fans, we’re so enamoured 
by the idea of simply making it to a televised show 
that many guys will sign any contract. 

The more I think about it, the more I think 
it’s almost certainly a combination of all of those 
reasons, plus a load more. 

I had my very first match for Ricky Knight’s 
WAW promotion. It was at Hunstanton Town 
Hall, in a six-person tag. I say “six-person”, 
because it included Ricky’s wife and mother of 
WWE star Paige, Julia (Saraya Knight). Julia 
proceeded to kick the living shit out of all the 
newbies, and I think I even got blasted with a ring 
bell, or something else heavy and wooden. I didn’t 
mind; I was happy to finally have a match in front 
of a paying audience, and the town hall was full. 

After we had finished packing away the ring, 

I walked up to Julia and Ricky and asked if I was 
going to get paid. You would have thought I had 
asked if I could take a shit in Julia’s purse; she 
verbally tore me a new poop chute, and told me I 
was lucky to be walking out of the building. After 
I had shuffled away unsure of what to do next, and 
with my friends looking at me like I had just set 
fire to the building, Ricky walked up to me with 


an envelope. He took my hand and placed the 
envelope in it, closed it and said, “It ain’t much, 
but you deserve it for having the nuts to ask.” 

I could be wrong, but I think the dynamic 
between Paddy - the name by which the wrestlers 
call Ricky - and I took a different direction from 
that day forward, and I’ve realised many years 
later that it’s probably because he respected the 
fact that I, like the whole Knight family, treat 
this as a business. 

BUSINESS BEFORE 
PLEASURE 

Every time you accept less than what you’re 
worth, you’re not just making it hard for yourself 
to ever make a good living down the road, but 
you’re making it harder for those of us who have 
the nuts to negotiate and try and get what we’re 
worth, because now you’ve lowered the overall 
market value. Promoters and owners may not 
always see it, but for the business to thrive, it 
requires every talent to adopt this mindset; 
performers have to start at the bottom and prove 
their worth, but somewhere along the way, they 
have to understand what they’re worth, and realise 
that promoters and owners only get what they 
pay for. 

Yes, it is a privilege to perform in arenas or on 
television, but it’s also a job. That goes for the guys 
kicking ass on the independent scene right now, 
too; you earned it one way or another - it wasn’t 
given randomly. 

And it always bears remembering that without 
“sports entertainers” or “pro wrestlers”, the genre 
does not exist at all. 




TONY KNOX 


SAYWHAT?! 


One of the great things about pro wrestling is that there are so 
nnany different styles, and so nnany different opinions. Voice your 
thoughts on the sport we love via e-mail, Facebook, and Twitter. 



FACE TO 
FACEBOOK 

SLOW BUILD TO THE 
UNDERTAKER VS. 

STING? 

Steve Brown: Should The Undertaker 
and Sting should have some kind of 
confrontation at WrestleMania XXXI 
to start a year-long build to a match 
at WrestleMania XXXII? 

Sarah Bailey: No. 10 years ago, 
absolutely, but not now. Although, 
saying that, we don’t know what shape 
’Taker is in right now. 

Michael Shimaoka: I don’t think it’d be very good now, 
given that Sting’s nearly 60 and The Undertaker was 
clearly struggling in his matches during WrestleMania 
XXIX and WrestleMania XXX. 

Alistair Dyson: Nothing can be worse than the 
botch-fest of a match between Ric Flair and Sting in 
TNA. The fact that Botchamania showed nearly the 
whole match in one episode says it all. I always have 
the fear of a “legends” match ending up like that again. 
Mark Harrison: I’d like to see it, because it’s Sting and 
The Undertaker! Just the sight of it, even if it only goes 
eight or 9 minutes, it’s still Sting and The Undertaker 
having a match. 

THE BEST OF ECW 

Annelyse Freedman: What was your favourite ECW 
PPV? Mine was Heatwave '98, the event that made 
me a true fan of ECW, especially Taz versus Bam Bam 
Bigelow. The Sandman was incredibly over on this PPV. 
It’s the show I recommend you get people to watch 
that have never seen ECW before. 

Daniel Canal: Heatwave '98 was loads of fun. I also 
loved Hardcore Heaven 2000 (Tajiri versus Steve 
Corino), Barely Legal 1997 (historical importance) 
and Anarchy Ruiz '99 (Taz, Masato Tanaka and Mike 
Awesome in a Three-Way Dance). 

Chris Brooker: Anarchy Ruiz ‘99 all day, every day. 

To my mind, it was a blueprint for a wrestling show 
with a bit of absolutely everything on offer. 

Craig St. Clair: Personally, The Doctor Is In was my 
favourite, but it’s not really a PPV. Barely Legal changed 
my outlook on wrestling entirely - my mind was blown! 
Simon Wight: I have a lot of love for Anarchy Ruiz '99. 
That and Guilty As Charged from that year were the 
first ECW shows I ever viewed. 

Jack Cinnamond: Mine would be Living Dangerously 
'99. Jerry Lynn versus RVD was a feud to remember. 



Rockstar Spud’s Hair v's. Hair bout with ECS 
was an early Match of the Year contender 

TWITtER TALK 

HAIR VS. HAIR: ROCKSTAR SPUD BATTLES ECS 


(a)JacobFarley619 Let’s go Spud - 
shave his damn head! 

(a)TheTommyDreamer I wanted to do 
a #hairVShair vs (aEthanCarterTNA 
but I heard (aTNADixie said I was 
already losing to time. #lmWithSpud 

(a)TwistsOfHate More excited for 
#hairVShair than I am WrestleMania... 
(S)RockstarSpud (^EthanCarterTNA 

(a)AxeTheMercenary As soon as I 
tweet about not liking blood, TNA 
makes the screen black & white 
for “easier viewing”... #hairVShair 
#Destinationlmpact 

(a)RealKurtAngle This is disgusting 
and the worst show of sportsmanship 
I’ve ever seen. (^EthanCarterTNA is 
human garbage. #hairVShair 

(a)Darren_h92 #hairVShair > #Raw. 
That this is WrestleMania season just 
shows how great the (a)RockstarSpud 
vs. (g)EthanCarterTNA match was. 

(a)_Rhiannon_m (g)RockstarSpud 
(a)EthanCarterTNA #hairVShair 
That was a brilliant match. 

(a)RockstarSpud Best part of 
#hairVShair was my Mom & Dad 
being backstage after I was stitched 
up saying that they were proud of 
me for getting up. 

(a)TNADixie I will say that 
(S)RockstarSpud put up a great 
fight... But (g)EthanCarterTNA is, 
simply, the best! #hairVShair 


(a)MRayneTNA I can’t believe 
what (g)EthanCarterTNA did to 
(g)RockstarSpud tonight... #hairVShair 

(a)JeremyBorash #hairVShair proved 
two things: Spud is a main eventer. 
ECS is the biggest pile of garbage in 
wrestling today. 

(a)EthanCarterTNA #Spud is trending. 
It’s not (a)RockstarSpud, it’s Spud 
Webb. #TakeNotice 

(a)RockstarSpud I don’t feel like a 
failure in losing #hairVShair It just 
makes me want to win that much 
more... Keep with me! #lmWithSpud 
#UnderDog 

(a)RealMrWrestling The best 
heel in the business today!! 
(S)EthanCarterTNA #hairVShair 
#Destinationlmpact #lmWithEC3 

(a)RoscoeRisk Q&A (5)OfficialTaz: 
Shouldn’t (S)EthanCarterTNA declare 
himself ready for TNA title after 
awesome finish to #hairVShair? 

(a)LeeSCounty I have watched 
the (g)EthanCarterTNA and 
(g)RockstarSpud #hairVShair 
match maybe six times now, it 
really was awesome #MOTY 

(a)Vanillajoke Hands down 
(5)RockstarSpud versus 
(g)EthanCarterTNA #hairVShair 
match was one of the most exciting 
matches in (aim pact Wrestling 
history. Incredible! 


TOUCH BASE... 

YOU CAN GET IN TOUCH WITH FSH IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING WAYS 

E-MAIL: Send us an e-mail about any pro wrestling or MMA subject to 

contact@fightingspiritmagazine.co.uk 

FACEBOOK: You can join our active Facebook discussion community 
by visiting www.tinyurl.com/JoinFSM 

TWITTER: Follow FSM_Editor on Twitter for the most immediate way 
to let us know your thoughts. Please use the hashtag #FSM 
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WORLDWIDE 

DELIVERY 


SuplexApparel.com 


competition 


IN CONNECTION WITH FREMANTLE MEDIA 



★★★★★★★★★★★ 

ULUMATE WARRIOR: 
ALWAYS BEUEVE 

Don’t miss your chance to win one of three copies of 
WWE: Ultimate Warrior - Always Believe on Blu-ray, 
thanks to our friends at www.WWEDVD.co.uk! 

After 18 years out of the spotlight, The Ultimate 
Warrior made his long-awaited return to WWE at 
2014’s Hall of Fame induction ceremony. \n Always 
Believe, follow his homecoming with this moving 
documentary, as he reflects on his career, and rebuilds 
old relationships. With 30 minutes of unseen footage 
and a myriad of extra features, it’s a fitting tribute to 
one of WWE’s most enigmatic superstars. 

To be in with a chance of winning, please email 
the correct answer to the following question to 
customerservice(2)uncookedmedia.com. 

FROM WHOM DID THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR WIN 
THE INTERCONTINENTAL TITLE IN AUGUST 1988? 

A) STING 

B) THEHONKYTONKMAN 

C) “RAVISHING” RICK RUDE 



Please mark competition e-mails with “Warrior comp” 
in the subject line, and include a contact telephone 
number. The closing date for entries is May 1, 2015. 


★★★★★★★★★★★ 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

1) This competition is run by Uncooked Media Ltd 

2) By entering our competition, you agree to be bound by all rules 
relating to the competition (and which may be changed at any 
time without notice). 

3) This competition is open to all worldwide entrants excluding 
employees of Uncooked Media Ltd, their families, suppliers, 
agents, associates or anyone professionally associated with this 
competition. Entrants must be 18 years or older. Only one entry per 
email address is permitted. Multiple entries from the same email 
address or from the same individual will be counted as one entry. 

4) In the event of any dispute. Uncooked Media’s decision is final, 
and no correspondence will be entered into. 

5) One winner will be drawn on May 4, 2015. 

6) The prize is a copy of WWE: Ultimate Warrior - Always Believe 
on Blu-ray. 

7) The winners will be contacted via email regarding their 
successful entry, and their prize will be sent out to that address. If a 
successful entrant does not claim the prize by the date given in the 
email, it will be voided and a new winner will be drawn. 
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THE UK’S BIGGEST MODERN POP CULTURE EVENTS 



GAMES 


EXCEL - ROYAL VICTORIA DOCK - El 6 1 XL 


Culture Food Music ^ Fashion 




MCM 

ff>v 


PURCHASE ADVANCED TICKETS ONLINE E # @MCMEXPO 


25-26 JULY MANCHESTER • 29-30 AUGUST DUBLIN • 26-27 SEPTEMBER GLASGOW 
23-25 OCTOBER LONDON • 21-22 NOVEMBER BIRMINGHAM 


'Kids Go Free, Children 10 and Under go free If accompanied by a paying adult. Max 2 free children per adult, applies to General Entry tickets from 11am each day. 
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VIDEO VAULT 


FSM brings you some of the best pro wrestling videos from around the web 



T he career of The Undertaker has been winding down for several 
years now, and sadly, it’s only a nnatter of tinne before one of the 
greatest perfornners in WWE history calls it a day. Having connpeted at 
an incredible 23 Wrestlemania events, “The Deadman” is the focus of this 
latest video from WWE’s YouTube channel, in a surprisingly interesting 
series of tidbits considering how carefully Mark Calaway and WWE has 
protected his character. 

tinyurl.com/UndertakerFacts 


The Rise & Fall Of World 
Wrestling Entertainment 

O ne of the best original videos to crop up on 
YouTube in a while, this mock-up trailer for a 
fictional DVD release has thousands of fans laughing 
heartily while it makes a serious point. Taking clips from 
previous WWE DVD releases and other programming 
on the WWE Network, The Rise & Fall Of WWE\n\\\ 
never see the light of day, but the author has perfectly 
framed the sentiment of many long-time fans. Watch it 
before WWE has it pulled. 



tinyurl.com/WWERiseAndFall 


“The Nature Boy” In His Pomp 

H as there ever been a performer who can work 
the microphone like Ric Flair? Many great talkers 
have come and gone in the wrestling industry, and in 
the wider entertainment genre, and WWE still employs 
a few of them, including the likes of Paul Heyman. As 
good as those men and women are, however, “The 
Nature Boy” is unparalleled in his wild, arrogant antics 
that drew so many fans through the door at shows 
across the globe. 



tinyurl.com/FlairPromo 
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Shoot Interview with Wiiliam Regai 

I n Issue 116 of FSM, Williann Regal was the focus of an article 
exploring his early years. One of the best all-rounders to ever cross 
the Atlantic and make a name for himself in the U.S, Regal recently 
sat down for a lengthy shoot-style interview during WWE’s tour of 
his homeland. Humble, honest and reflective, Regal can look back 
on a career worth revisiting, and it must now be time for WWE to 
dedicate a Blu-ray or Network special to this all-time great Brit. 


TNA Xplosion: Grado vs. EC3 

T he rise of Grado has been quite remarkable, and wrestling 
fans would have had to have been living under a rock not 
to have heard all about the charming tale of the real-life Graeme 
Stevely. Playing his part on TNAs British Bootcamp, Grado has 
continued to work for the promotion, even facing Ethan Carter on 
an episode of Xp/os/oA7 prior to January’s impact Wrestling tapings 
in the UK. Win or lose, this is a man who gives his all to entertain. 



tinyurl.com/MayweatherPacquiao 

Floyd May weather vs. Manny Pacquiao Press Conference 

O n May 2, 2015, Floyd Mayweather Jr. will meet Manny Pacquiao in a bout 

being dubbed “The Fight of the Century”, and it terms of revenue, it will surely 
be the biggest combat sports encounter to this point in history. The contest has 
arguably come five years too late, but on March 11, a press conference began to 
show why that will matter little when it comes to attracting casual fans to slap 
down their $100 to watch the fight on U.S. pay-per-view. 


tinyuri.com/GradoXpiosion 


tinyurl.com/RegaiShoot 


Unbreakable 2005: Samoa Joe vs. 

AJ Styles vs. Christopher Daniels 

A lmost a full decade later, there’s arguably still never been a 
TNA match to conquer the Triple Threat encounter between 
Samoa Joe, AJ Styles and Christopher Daniels from Unbreakable 
in September 2005. The show’s poster may have featured Raven 
versus Rhino as the feature bout, but afterwards, fans were left with 
no doubt which match had stolen the show, and it was a smart move 
to put this three-way classic in the main event slot. 



tinyuri.com/StylesJoeDanieis 


16 Carat Gold 2014: Jonathan Gresham 
vs. Tommy End 

T he wXw 76 Carat Go/d tournament is renowned as favouring the 
interactive spirit of modern pro wrestling, with fans surrounding 
the ring, often thumping on the apron in appreciation of what 
they see. It’s different from what many fans may be used to, but 
this match, pitting Tommy End against Jonathan Gresham, is a 
fine example of what the weekend is all about. End had won the 
tournament in 2013, so this 2014 bout carried even more significance. 



tinyurl.com/greshamVSend 
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Ed Whalen (right, with Nelson Royal) had a 
rapport with the audience that is missing today 


JBL and his WWE cohorts are victims of 
Vince McMahon's preferences on commentary 



COMMUNICATION 


BREAKDOWN 

Though the announcers themselves shouldn’t always take the blame, there is undeniably a 
crisis in pro wrestling’s commentary booths. David Bixenspan investigates the problems and 
ponders whether they are damaging the relationship between company and customer. 


Nostalgia can be a really funny thing. In 
Western Canada, fans who grew up with 
Stampede Wrestling remember Ed Whalen 
as the greatest pro wrestling announcer of 
all-time. He was a local broadcasting staple 
who brought a sense of fun to these shows, 
making the great matches more dramatic, 
and elevating the mid-heavyweight division’s 
technical matches with his sincerely 
impressed calls. 

For Stampede wrestlers and office 
staff, as well as fans who watched the 
shows elsewhere via cable television, 
videotape, and eventually WWE Classics 
on Demand, he came across much 
differently. He was the guy with the bad 
toupee (he had actually hosted the show 
for years while bald, before appearing with 
a full head of hair) who actively made fun 
of wrestling, turned most of the matches 
into farces, and used his role as producer 
to not only edit away anything he personally 


disliked, but to also grandstand and quit on 
the air. His trigger finger deleted everything 
from blood to heavy heat angles to the 
majority of matches and storylines from 
the split of his favourite tag team. The British 
Bulldogs. More than just about any other 
famous announcer in pro wrestling history, 
he was a detriment to his promotion. 

WWE has its own severe announcing 
problems these days, but this isn’t because 
of a limited performer, or one with his own 
agenda. Indeed, the issues don’t come down 
to a single announcer, as much as some 
people may want to disagree; for example, 
the Michael Cole who was produced by 
Jim Ross in 1999 and gave Mick Foley an 
amazing call for his first WWF championship 
win is not the same Michael Cole who’s 
produced - read: told loudly what to do 
during the broadcast - by an erratic Vince 
McMahon in 2015. The John Layfield who 
had the freedom to do what he wanted 


on SmackDown years ago is not the JBL 
whose job is specifically to be the voice of 
McMahon, which is why he is the first to 
mock poorly-worked segments on Raw. 
Booker T is highly intelligent to the pro 
wrestling business, and in conversation, is 
as thoughtful and engaging as almost any 
veteran, although as fan, you’d never know it. 

The fact of the matter is that on television. 
Cole, JBL and Booker are everything WWE 
wants them to be. 

THE McMAHON EFFECT 

Vince McMahon and Executive Producer 
Kevin Dunn, the company’s two most 
influential people in terms of the tone of 
WWE television, have always had their 
preferences when it comes to commentary, 
a simple example being a lack of calling 
the in-ring action, unless the promotion 
is specifically trying to establish a finisher 
that needs to get over. 


(a)littlesundress WWE needs to 
sack off Michael Cole and give 
Renee Young his job. 


“A lot of people try to do what they think is right 
[and call everything move -for- move],” explained 
Matt Striker in an RF Video interview in 2013. “Vince 
doesn’t want that. ‘It’s television, I can see that he 
just gave him a dropkick; tell me why he chose the 
dropkick, and what it feels like to be hit with it.’” 

Perhaps more notably, the sense of hype and 
pure salesmanship has always been higher, and 
not as natural to conversation. 

A lot of these traits are common to the current 
team, in a kind of extreme refining of McMahon’s 
own broadcasting efforts in the 1980s. Even as a 
babyface announcer, McMahon himself could be 
rather obnoxious in his delivery, and his shtick played 
out much worse in front of non-wrestling fans, 
such as was the case on a New Year’s Eve edition 
of Late Night With David Letterman, when the live 
studio audience burst out laughing at special guest 
McMahon, as he toured two New York hospitals in 
order to find 1985’s first locally born baby. McMahon 
was as enraged as he was embarrassed. 

In wrestling, McMahon was much more over the 
top than most lead announcers, and the introduction 
of widespread merchandising made it seem like he 
was constantly shilling something. What’s changed 
in recent times is that the announcers have a much 
greater sense of disengagement in the product, and 
come off much more actively condescending to the 
viewer. One could argue that that’s a case of the 
commentary being simplified for the children who 
are supposed to be the majority of WWE viewers in 
the PG era, but that argument can be quickly thrown 
out when you listen to the Raw announcers, who set a 
terrible example to kids with their constant bickering, 
and are as much as 45 years older than any five-year- 
old to whom they are supposed to be appealing. 

Even overlooking that, children aren’t the ones 
buying the Network - it’s the adults with the credit 
cards, whom WWE has taken to insulting for 
overspending on traditional pay-per-view, when they 
could have the same experience and much more for 
“just $9.99”. These are fans so hardcore or parents 
so loving that they’re willing to spend 450% to 550% 
of the Network price to order a single show, and yet 
they are belittled for it. 

When WWE isn’t treating adults like small children, 
they’re berating mommy and daddy for spending too 
much of their grown-up money. 

OUTSIDE INFLUENCE 

More and more, the announcers come off as 
completely disinterested in what’s going on in the 
ring. Sometimes they’ll spend entire matches joking 
amongst themselves, and at other times, they’ll 
get by with the bare minimum, screaming about a 
near-fall before going back to the inane banter. In 
particular, there has been a noticeable pattern of the 
entire three-man Raw broadcasting team sounding 
like they’d rather be doing anything else during the 
Divas matches each week. 

At least some of this is by design. The push for a 
more casual, jokey style is modelled after the loose 
atmosphere of some of the more popular mainstream 
sports talk shows on American television. Perhaps the 
main inspiration comes from TNT, the former home of 
Monday Nitro] Inside the NBA, TNT’s panel discussion 



show that launched in 1988, has slowly, over the past 
25 plus years, become known more for the back-and- 
forth between the hosts, not to mention the wacky 
skits. Last year, a segment on HBO’s Real Sports 
- the monthly news magazine series best known 
to wrestling fans for the occasion Vince McMahon 
slapped notes out of reporter Armen Keteyian’s 
hands - even devoted a segment to how little the 
show’s popularity has to do with analysing basketball. 

If that’s the idea. Raw feels nothing like Inside 
The NBA. Michael Cole may have developed close 
friendships with his co-hosts, having even attempted 
to launch non-WWE radio shows and podcasts with 
both Taz and John Layfield, respectively, but none of 
that rapport comes through on WWE programming. 
Instead, it’s forced, and comes at the expense of the 
broadcast, instead of enhancing it. 

There is one negative that’s seemingly on the way 
out, though: the overwhelming desire to train non-fans 
with news anchor and sportscasting backgrounds to 
become wrestling announcers. More and more, the 
announcers getting hired and coming up through 
developmental are either former wrestlers like 
Byron Saxton, Jason Albert, and Corey Graves, or 
broadcasters who are huge fans like Renee Young 
and Kyle Edwards. While there have been occasional 
successes like former CBS Radio journalist Michael 
Cole - and even then, he’s clearly reading off a card 
when reciting history - the majority have washed out. 
Striker explained why that’s the case. 

“Todd [Grisham, now with ESPN] was my 
buddy. Todd was great. Todd had a tough run on 
commentary because there’s always gonna be a 
whipping boy. I was the whipping boy for a while, 
then this guy, then that guy, but the thing there was 
that Todd, not being a wrestling person, could only 
do so much with his talent and his instincts. He’s very 
talented and his instincts are good, but there’s this 
wall you hit when you don’t know wrestling. 

“WWE is trying to be this publicly traded company 
that’s bringing outside people in - non-wrestling 
people. The bottom line is you’re still gonna need 
those wrestling people, who know wrestling. You can 
make a great sauce, but there’s no way you’re gonna 
make a better sauce than my Italian grandmother, 
because she knows the little tricks.” 


Vince McMahon was 
greatly embarrassed 
by a New Year’s Eve 
appearance on Late Night 
With David Letterman 


“What*s 
changed in 
recent times 
is that the 
announcers 
have a much 
greater sense of 
disengagement 
in the product, 
and come 
off much 
more activeiy 
condescending 
to the viewer” 



© HOWARD BAUM 


@RoughHouseSGW Hey @JCLayfield, 
how about HASHTAG CALL THE 
damn match??? #RAW 


Renee Young (with Paige and Summer Rae) is by far the most natural of WWE’s broadcasters 



Lance Russell (left, with 
Randy Hales) had the 
ability to appear wholly 
genuine when hyping 
matches on Memphis TV 


The current WWE broadcaster with the nnost 
potential from a traditional pro wrestling point of 
view also appears, thankfully, to be the one that 
WWE is most high on: Renee Young. A long-time fan 
who had previously co-hosted Right After Wrestling 
(now Aftermath) on Score, WWE’s Canadian home, 
she has seemingly everything WWE has ever 
wanted in an announcer: she’s pretty (though not 
necessarily in the traditional “WWE Diva’’ sense), 
has strong product knowledge, and is an incredibly 
smooth broadcaster who speaks with more apparent 
cogency than anyone else in wrestling. 

Not only that, but she’s improved in her time with 
the company, as others like Alex Riley have suffered 
in conforming to the WWE style. 


TRUST ISSUES 

WWE announcers have never really been pushed as 
trustworthy figures, as in other promotions. Some 
of this is the because of the local celebrity aspect 
of some of the territory-era announcers, but that’s 
not all there is to it. Ed Whalen wasn’t trusted by 
Stampede fans just because he also did hockey 
broadcasts; Dave Brown wasn’t trusted by Memphis 
fans just because he was also the weatherman; and 
Brown’s broadcast partner, Lance Russell, wasn’t 
trusted just because he had so many decades of 
tenure in the area. As much as Whalen could hurt 
the shows by acting like he was above it all, his 


enthusiasm shone through even more when he got 
excited for the great technical wrestling matches 
he genuinely loved. Russell and Brown (and other 
announcers with a similar style, like Bob Caudle in 
the Carolines) came off as such genuinely upstanding 
human beings who would not mislead you in order 
to sell live event tickets or pay-per-views. 

There’s one example in particular that stands out. 
Billed as World Championship Night, the May 4, 1987 
Mid-South Coliseum event in Memphis was a fairly 
loaded card for the standards of the time, with AWA 
World heavyweight champion Nick Bockwinkel and 
AWA Tag Team champions The Midnight Rockers 
(Shawn Michaels and Marty Jannetty) in town to 
defend their titles, while Bam Bam Bigelow also 
returned to help Bill Dundee avenge Jerry Lawler 
by taking on Tommy Rich and Austin Idol. When the 
Michael St. John-narrated hype video starts playing 
on Memphis TV, however, Lance Russell quickly 
asks the director to stop it. Why? Because before 
the hard-sell, he wants to emphasise that with ticket 
prices kept at normal weekly levels, “this is one of 
the most outstanding dollar values I’ve ever seen in 
professional wrestling.” 

On paper, it reads like the type of blatant, 
premeditated hype for which WWE’s broadcasters 
get criticised, where the announcer is a shameless 
salesman. In practice, it was the exact opposite; 
affirmed by someone that the audience trusted, and 
sounding like a adult fan looking forward to the card, 
Russell’s words are anything but hollow. In the end. 
World Championship Night outdrew the previous 
week’s card that included the famous Lawler versus 
Austin Idol Hair versus Hair match, in which Idol 
vowed to refund the fans’ money if he lost (he didn’t), 
which had itself more than doubled the attendance 
of the card the weekend before. 

With that level of talent on the card, coming off a 
hot angle, those numbers aren’t to be credited only 
to Lance Russell, but his ability to come across as 
honest sure didn’t hurt. 

BACK TO BASICS 

It’s not like WWE is the only promotion suffering on 
the announcing front: Taz has regressed noticeably 
on impact Wrestling, throwing out soundbites that 
could’ve been copy-and-pasted from a beta version 
of the WWF SmackDown! Just Bring It videogame 
back in 2001. Some announcers on the independent 
scene may be entertaining in their own ways, but the 
vast majority are lacking in any professional training, 
with Ring of Honor’s Kevin Kelly and Steve Corino by 
far the best bridge to better days. 

In a broadcasting world of all style and little 
substance, it’s clear that there is not much desire 
to change the way WWE goes about its work at the 
commentary table. However, with the group hoping 
to break even this year after a 2014 that lost them 
money on wrestling projects for the first time since 
1997, it must find a way to coerce its casual viewers 
to subscribe to the Network, or buy pay-per-views 
or live events tickets, in a far more effective manner 
than in the recent past. 

Vince McMahon would never be interested in 
him, but for all his flaws, how pro wrestling could 
really do with Ed Whalen right now. 
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THE CORNETTE 
CONCLUSION 


BILL DEMOTT’S RESIGNATION AS HEAD TRAINER AT NXT HAS BEEN A 
MAJOR NEWS STORY THIS MONTH. WITH SPECIFIC EXPERIENCE IN THE 
FIELD, JIM CORNETTE HAS HIS SAY ON THE MATTER, AND EXPLAINS 
WHY OVW WAS SUCCESSFUL IN PRODUCING MANY STARS OF TODAY. 



With the recent reports of improper coaching 
practices on the part of Bill DeMott - the Head 
Trainer at NXT - and his subsequent resignation, 

I have been asked numerous times for my opinions 
about the whole fiasco. I was involved with Ohio 
Valley Wrestling for six years while we operated the 
WWE developmental programme, and in actual fact 
the entire concept of WWE developmental was the 
brainchild of myself and Jim Ross in 1999, so in that 
respect my opinions are pertinent. But, surprisingly to 
some, I can t specifically address the charges against 
Bill from a first-person perspective, because IVe never 
seen him train. 

IVe had several interactions with Bill over the last 
20 years, from booking him to work a few Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling shows in 1993 through Kevin 
Sullivan and Victor Quinones - where as a rookie 
he performed admirably - to trying to help him get 
out of his WCW contract in the late-’90s to come to 
WWE, which unfortunately wasn’t possible, as the 
WWE lawyer said it was as close as he’d ever seen to 
indentured servitude. I’ve seen Bill a few times since 
then, when he was assigned by WWE to wrestle in 
Les Thatcher’s HWA, at a few wrestling conventions 
et cetera, and we’ve never had a cross word. 

But, he got his first training position on Tough 
Enough^ which I truthfully have yet to watch an 
entire episode of, as I was against the whole idea of 



Allegations about Bill DeMott’s methods 
caused him to resign as NXT Head Trainer 


TV in a wrestling school to begin with, and didn’t 
have the time as full-time booker, announcer and 
co-owner of OVW. I heard about Bill’s on-screen 
“drill sergeant” gimmick, but it was reality TV, 
which usually means none of it is real. 

DEEP IN TROUBLE 

Bill was hired to be a trainer in Deep South Wrestling 
in Georgia when it was given a developmental 
affiliation. I’m not trying to insult Jody Hamilton, 
who is a wrestling legend, but pretty much everyone 
knows Deep South was a total failure as a training 
programme, a local promotion, and a company. The 
OVW talent who would be reassigned there viewed 
it as heading to Devil’s Island, while the Georgia 
talent who made it to OVW felt like they’d just been 
brought up to the main roster. Some of the complaints 
were about training classes, but so many talents were 
complaining about the lack of shows; not being able 
to wrestle in front of larger crowds like OVW was 
drawing at the time; not being able to learn how to 
perform angles and TV because of the bad booking; 
and having no local recognition because of not having 
broadcast TV. I never witnessed any Deep South 
operations, so I don’t know why it was such chaos. 

During a period Bill was assigned by WWE 
to be a trainer in OVW, I was no longer an active 
participant in the company - more on that later - 
but I was still part-owner until 2007, so I was 
speaking to some of the talent and staff. All I know 
about his OVW run was that the injury rate was 
higher than normal, many felt due to the conditioning 
methods and the length and content of the training 
sessions. Students’ complaints about practice, which 
in OVW had traditionally ranged from seldom to nil, 
were high as well. Overall, Bill’s training methods 
didn’t mesh with the style Danny Davis liked to use 
in OVW, so he was reassigned. 

That’s pretty much what I know about the whole 
situation. Some other things are not hard to figure 
out, but some are. 

Some have rushed to Bill’s defense and blamed a 
bunch of crybabies who can’t take it, and aren’t cut out 
for the wrestling business as the root of the problem. 
Others have reacted to the news of his resignation 



“There’s no reason 
to beat people up 
anymore, there 
are no secrets to 
trust them with, 
and paying dues 
now should be 
setting up the ring, 
arriving on time 
and giving your 
best effort” 


Having worked as a manager, booker, 
and promoter during his wrestling 
career, Jim Cornette would be an 
invaluable columnist even if it were 
not for his encyclopedic knowledge 
of the history of the business. You 
can read more from “The Louisville 
Lip” at www.JimCornette.com, 
where he also sells his personal 
merchandise, including his new 
book Rags, Paper and Pins - The 
Merchandising of Memphis Wrestiing. 




with approximately the same relief as when they heard Hitler 
shot himself in his bunker. A lot of folks have pretty much 
decided Bills guilty based on as many accusers coming forth 
about him as an another Bill - that being Cosby. And then 
there’s the jelly donut picture, which you probably don’t want 
to investigate via Google. 

I think the answer to the question, “Bill DeMott, saint 
or sadist?” probably lies somewhere in between. Most of the 
people on his side are his contemporaries as a wrestler, not his 
students as a trainer. He has heat with a lot of people, that’s 
for sure, but the big question, the one of responsibility, is not 
so simple. 

WHEN OLD-SCHOOL MEETS 
NEW SCHOOL 

Years ago, when the business depended on credibility and an 
air of legitimacy, it was common practice to stretch guys - to 
beat them up and to scare them, and either run them off or see 
if they had what it took to stay. That horse, for good and bad, 
has left the barn; there’s no reason to beat people up anymore, 
there are no secrets to trust them with, and paying dues now 
should be setting up the ring, arriving on time and giving 
your best effort, going over and above to help your school, 
and excelling at what you do, and later showing you can 
keep a road schedule and be a responsible pro. 

The ones who can’t or don’t do those things usually 
get weeded out of the good schools. The old days of Hiro 
Matsuda breaking Hulk Hogan’s leg are gone. 



TNA’s ECS was one 
of the many wrestlers 
to have complaints 
about DeMott 


Batista was one hopeful 
driven away by the drills 
at WCW's Power Plant 








Bill was hired to play a tough trainer on a reality TV show. 
There was an entertainment aspect; when he got a job in a real 
school as an actual trainer, someone should have explained to 
him the difference. If the people paying him told him to train 
the way he did on Tough Enough^ it s their fault. If they didn’t 
tell him not to, it s their fault. Obviously, you would think Bill 
would have known the difference between TV coaching and 
real coaching, but playing devils advocate, maybe he didn’t. 
Why would he? 

Folks forget that after breaking in and working indies, 
Puerto Rico and small Japanese promotions. Bill was signed 
by WCW and spent several years being given bad gimmicks 
and languishing on the undercards. When WCW folded and 
he was given a chance in WWE, his run there as an active 
wrestler was fairly brief So, while Bill was a good in-ring 
worker and incredibly agile for a big man, especially in his 
younger days, he was never given a chance to work on top, 
or “draw money” as it so quaintly used to be put. He had a 
lot of experience being on the card, but none at the top. As 
far as qualifications to be a Head Trainer, besides his years 
of experience, which are necessary tools but not the only 
ones needed to be a good teacher. I’m not sure what was 
there. What great training programmes had he observed? 
Before Tough Enough^ the most high-profile wrestling school 
he would have been around, after breaking in himself, was 
the WCW Power Plant. 

The Power Plant was another school notorious for its 
conditioning drills, where guys would do calisthenics until 
they puked, and take lots of bumps, and they even had a 
trainer that had a “drill sergeant” gimmick, an underneath 

“The hard-ass sports coach is a classic stereotype, 
but you can find one that all the players hated for 
every one they loved” 


wrestler named Dewayne Bruce who Jody Hamilton, who 
also ran that school, liked a lot. The Power Plant was also 
known for turning out very few actual star wrestlers who 
stood the test of time and ever worked anywhere but WCW. 
These similarities would seem to be an amazing coincidence, 
unless you consider that a young rookie who would later 
be known as Triple-H worked out at the Power Plant, and 
possibly became convinced that that was how a wrestling 
school should be run. 

Here’s my two cents. I have been involved in a lot of 
wrestling school classes, training seminars and the like for 
a number of different companies. I never saw the value in 
having guys exercise so hard before training that they may be 
too tired to protect themselves. Guys can go to the fucking 
gym and stay in shape on their own time, and if they don’t, 
they’ll blow up and fiunk out of class. But while a qualified 
pro trainer is instructing them, the majority of the session 
should focus on ring skills and conditioning, not calisthenics 
they can do in any gym or hotel room. If you’re going to 
exercise your class, have them do criss-crosses and drop- 
downs and get in ring shape, not fucking deep knee-bends. 

Everyone needs to learn how to take and give bumps 
safely, and you have to do a certain number of them just to 
accustom your body to it. Excessive bumps as part of drills 
after you’ve learned to take that bump are foolish, and invite 
injury. Students ribbing each other in physical ways is fine, 
but trainers shouldn’t be whacking guys with shit or doing 
anything physical with students outside the realm of showing 
them moves or holds. 

LANGUAGE BARRIER 

I’ve heard a lot made of the way Bill spoke to the trainees, 
using “abusive” language. I know a little something about 
abusive language; as Lance Storm has said, my promos are 
some of the most vehement and profane possible, and by the 
end of it I will have called you a bumblefuck and you will 
know exactly why... but you will have learned something. I 
have called a lot of people various forms of horrible names at 
TVs and live events, and threatened to choke quite a few, for 
two reasons: time is of the essence, because the show is still 
going on, so I get straight to the point, and because those 
various screw-ups were in front of paying customers and they 
were either witnessed by every fan or are on video forever, 
which is bad for business, especially when it’s my business. 
But, as anyone who has worked for or with me will tell you, 

I compliment the stuff I like as vigorously as I condemn what 
I don’t, often to the same talents. I don’t belittle people who 
didn’t fuck up royally just for fun, and one way or another, 
if you listen, you’ll learn something. 

However, I don’t recall that I have ever yelled in anger or 
called anyone names at a training session. Why would you? 

If they fuck up, it’s class - that’s how they learn. No-one sees 
it, so there should be no pressure. It doesn’t negatively affect 
anything, unless they hurt someone; then, there might be a 
little yelling, but they didn’t do it on purpose so they probably 
already feel bad. 

Did I hear about babyfaces and heels associating in 
public? Then there would be yelling, but I never felt the 
need to bring a student’s race, sexual orientation or religion 
into an explanation of why they were a goddamn moron. 
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Among the talents produced by OVW were Randy Orton and John Cena 


“Hustler” Rip Rogers is a trainer that has gained somewhat 
legendary status due to the number of today s stars he had a 
hand in breaking in at OVW. He also works in profanity like 
some artists do in oils; he, in the course of a three-hour class, 
will call each student every conceivable filthy name, whether 
they are male or female. He will do it in such an entertaining 
and instructive way that his students - at least the ones that 
make it - will love him forever and wear t-shirts with all the 
names he called them on it. 

It s not the words that are used in a lot of cases, it s the 
person using them. If you single someone out to rib them 
and they like you, it s not a big deal. If you single someone 
out to ridicule them, and they don’t like you to begin with, 
that’s a problem. 

Having said that, the younger generation these days may 
not actually be crybabies, but they are a lot more sensitive to 
getting yelled at than they were when I was breaking in over 
30 years ago. Some of the old-timers like Dick Murdoch 
would have had these guys hanging themselves in their 
rooms after one 500 -mile trip. I’m sure there’s an element of 
dog-piling going on from a few folks who want to mess with 
a “publicly traded company”, but that there’s this many more 
complaints about one guy than any other major trainer of the 
modern era, and anyone who has been associated with the 
WWE developmental programme, indicates a problem. 

I’m just not sure whether the problem is with the guy, or 
the folks he works for. 

The hard-ass sports coach is a classic stereotype, but you 
can find one that aU the players hated for every one they 
loved. BiU may have fallen into that trap, trying to play the 
part he thought he was supposed to play. Did he get carried 
away? Take it too far? Probably. But everyone involved in this 
situation has fallen prey to some of the most basic pro wrestling 
logic, going back to the dawn of the sport: anytime someone 
the boss likes complains about someone the boss doesnt like^ 
they’re right. Anytime someone the boss doesritX^^ complains 
about someone the boss does like, they’re wrong. 

Then all that’s left is to interpret the facts accordingly. 

THE GOOD DOCTOR 

Dr. Tom Prichard was pretty much universally liked and 
respected as Head Trainer of WWE developmental, and 
had a track record of developing top talent since working 
with The Rock in a warehouse in Stamford in 1996. He was 
let go, basically, because he thought a new WWE executive 
might want to know that he came off like “a fucking asshole” 
when addressing the talent. Tom was replaced with Bill 
DeMott, who had a history of complaints of verbal abuse 
against him. This pretty much established that you can call 
the students names, but not the executives. 

In the interest of full disclosure - not that everyone doesn’t 
already know this, anyway - but I was fired for slapping the 
artist who would in the future be known as Santino Marella. 
Now, truthfully, I will admit that I could also not have 
slapped him, but I’ve never really been that sorry about it, or 
regretted it too much, either. But the misunderstanding of 
some is that I was not acting as a teacher slapping a student 
in a training session. I was acting as the owner, booker and 
TV announcer of a company slapping some dipshit who 
had just enrolled in the beginners’ class two weeks earlier 



for disrespecting one of the wrestlers and screwing up my 
TV show in front of the fans. It still may be wrong, but it’s a 
different perspective. 

In that case, WWE was looking for a way to get me out 
of the way so they could take more control of Ohio Valley, 
so I was told that was completely unacceptable for someone 
affiliated with a publicly traded company, even though the 
slappee in question did not even work for WWE - they gave 
him a contract later as a thank you. In this case, the complaint 
was convenient. 

Bill DeMott was accused of slapping a WWE-contracted 
and concussed trainee in the head, and kicking another 
contracted talent on a cast that contained a healing broken 
leg. The “internal investigation” cleared him of any 
wrongdoing, because that complaint was not convenient. 

They put cameras in the training facility and, apparently, 
finally told Bill to calm down a little. 

But the point is, for whatever period before he went on 
good behavior. Bill got a lot of complaints. I, ultimately, 
don’t think it’s his fault. A few complaints 
- that would be Bill’s fault. This large of 
a controversy over this much time, it’s the 
fault of the people who kept putting him 
in one of these positions. If Triple-H runs 
NXT, I guess it’s him; he’s gotten good 
marks for his handling of developmental, 
and the creative side, but booking a show 
and running a wrestling school are two 
separate and distinct talents. 

Perhaps Triple-H likes the drill sergeant 
approach. He was never a fan of OVW, 
even though our track record of producing 
top talent from their first day in a ring is 
still unmatched. 

But he must have liked the Power Plant. 


Whatever training 
philosophy was 
employed at NXT had 
to have been known 
by WWE’s top brass 




THE 


REAL 


WORLD 

CHAMPION 

Though Bobby Heenan identified him as “the real World champion” in the WWF 
in 1991, Ric Flair was the archetypal World title-holder years before that. David 
Bixenspan explains what made “The Nature Boy” the kind of wild personality £ 
to perfectly represent pro wrestling in this period. m 


“Flair had the 
most exciting 
matches, 
drove the best 
cars, enjoyed 
quaiity time 
with the most 
gorgeous 
women, and 
gave the best 
interviews of 
any wrestier 
on TV” 


Legendary wrestler and booker Kevin Sullivan 
can easily recall the first tinne he heard of Ric Flair. 

“There was the ‘wrestling telegraph’,” he told 
FSM, referring to the old joke that gossip about the 
business got around via telephone, telegraph, or 
tell a wrestler. “I saw Ric’s picture on Dusty Rhodes’ 
desk when he was gonna be Rick Rhodes, when he 
was over 300 pounds and had a crewcut. He was 
breaking into the business when Dusty came in 
from the AWA down to Tampa.” 

To use Flair’s own wording from his memoir, 
he had become “infatuated” with Rhodes, who was 
one of the top stars in the AWA, as he was finishing 
up in Verne Gagne’s training camp. Gagne, however, 
refused to let Flair use Rhodes’ name, and gave 
him advice that set him on beginning of the path 
to becoming Ric Flair, “The Nature Boy”: 

“You don’t want to tie yourself to somebody else 
before you even get started.” 

It wasn’t until after breaking his back in the 
infamous 1975 plane crash that the Ric Flair we 
know and love came into being. Previously a stocky 
powerlifter type who seemed to want to emulate 
“Superstar” Billy Graham, he changed his image 
upon his return. He slimmed down, grew his hair 
longer, started wearing robes, and patterned 
his in-ring work after Ray Stevens. Jim Crockett Jr, 
the promoter in the Carolines, took notice, as did 
the NWA board, as it wasn’t long before he started 
being talked about as a future World champion. 
Sullivan noticed Flair’s potential immediately. 

“I was there in Mid-Atlantic in ’75 when he got the 
push, so right from the start, I knew he was going 
to get a push for the title because the Crocketts 
wanted to be part of the power [brokers in the NWA], 
because, you know, there was in-fighting within the 
NWA. Plus, when I went to Kansas City, I would work 
the St. Louis shows, and they brought Ric in and gave 
him smashes. That would indicate to me that they 
were going to use him as the World champion. 

“Going to the Garden, going to St. Louis, going 
down to Florida a couple times... they’re positioning 
him, and they’re positioning him well.” 



It wasn’t until 1981 that Flair won the title, ending 
the second reign of Rhodes. From there, he helped 
redefine exactly what fans expected from a World 
champion, at least outside of the WWF’s orbit. For 
most of its history, the NWA had been built around 
great legitimate wrestlers, like Lou Thesz and Jack 
Brisco, or tough guys with obvious legitimate skill, 
like Gene Kiniski, Terry Funk, and Harley Race. At 
least for the long-term champions - Rhodes never 
had an extended reign - Flair was a radical departure, 
being a total character on promos and having a very 
theatrical, highspot-heavy style in the ring. 

“Until Buddy Rogers, you had to be able to be a 
great amateur wrestler,” Sullivan recalled. “Ric would 
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@LionBaseball Fact: American Dream acknowledged 
Nature Boy as the Greatest Of All Time! Now give me 
two claps and a Ric Flair Woooooo! 


never have been champion if Rogers wasn’t 
as successful as he was. Then, after Buddy came, 

Lou got it again with the split of the WWWF from 
the NWA... They went back to legitimacy and to 
keep it as a sport. Vince [McMahon Sr.], on the other 
hand, he had Bruno as his champion, who, to me, 
was one of the greatest champions of all times. If 
you had never gone to a wrestling match and he 
walked down the aisle, you knew he was the World 
champion. But then they brought it back on us with 
the all-American boy. Bob Backlund, who had a 
legitimate background. It succeeded somewhat, 
but that hadn’t been their formula; that was sticking 
a square peg in a round hole to make it work. It 
wasn’t a smooth transition, because they just came 
off ‘Superstar’ Billy Graham, the first anti-hero.” 

Flair’s impact on the business had a lot to do with 
being the definitive champion of the cable television 
era. While Harley Race was the title-holder for most 
of the first five years that WTBS was available on 
cable, the technology wasn’t nearly as widespread 
as it was when Flair won the belt and dominated it 
for most of the ’80s. That’s not to mention the fact 
that Race wasn’t exactly the kind of flashy character 
for which TV seemed to be made. 

“Harley was a completely different attraction 
from what Ric was,” Sullivan noted. “Harley was a 
big, robust guy that would basically be a [wrestling- 
centric] heel, but at times he got to be the babyface 
[as champion].” 

Of course, it also helped Flair that - 30 years ago 
this month, as it happens - Jim Crockett Promotions 
took over the TBS pro wrestling time-slots. 

WORLD TV CHAMPION 

While 1985 started the change of the face of the 
NWA title, especially with Crockett eventually 
pushing a package that bundled his other top stars 
to promoters who wanted to book Flair, it’s also truly 
what made him tick as champion, because there’s 
such an overwhelming amount of Flair matches on 
videotape. Not only was he on national TV more 
than ever with his home promotion taking over the 
Superstation, but Mid-South Wrestling was using 
the champion regularly for the first time while taping 
(and broadcasting) house show matches in large 
numbers; a number of American promotions taped 
matches exclusively for Japanese television; he 
made his only tour through the Memphis territory; 
he wrestled on AWA shows; and had an attempted 
unification match in Japan with AWA champion Rick 
Martel, to name but a few. 

And, of course, while the hardest of the hardcore 
fans were seeing a World champion do his thing, 
having great matches with a variety of different 
wrestlers in different promotions all over the 
world, they were drawn to him for the same reason 
everyone else was: he was the coolest wrestler there 
had ever been. Flair had been dominating the NWA 
championship for four years and counting, making 
him the best wrestler in the world through the filter 
of kayfabe. However, he also had the most exciting 
matches, drove the best cars, enjoyed quality time 
with the most gorgeous women, and, especially in 
1985, gave the best interviews of any wrestler on 
TV. When Crockett hit TBS, Flair was a babyface 


Flair was an entirely different type of champion 
to seven-time title-holder Hariey Race 



within its territory, but a heel in the areas he visited Flair lived the life like an 

as champion, so it compromised, and on TBS, he uninhibited version of Ted 

became a “tweener” who took on all comers. Short DiBiase’s Million Dollar Man 
of “Stone Cold” Steve Austin before his full babyface 
turn in 1997, it’s hard to think of someone who 
straddled the line so brilliantly. 

While in the World Wrestling Federation, Hulk 
Hogan was just starting to grate on fans as his 
personality shifted, the biggest star in the rival 
promotion become the idol of more and more 
fans. Even when Flair turned heel by injuring Dusty 
Rhodes, he remained a favourite in places like New 
York, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
Chicago - major markets where the fans were more 
likely to be discerning about in-ring work and cheer 
the most rock star of the bad guys. 

While he sees Flair as an all-time great, Sullivan 
does find it difficult to compare him directly to the 
previous NWA champions, though, if just because 
of the timing of his success. 

“I’m a sports fan, okay, and I’m a big-time baseball 
fan. Ted Williams was the last man to hit a .400 
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@BigbieMusic Number 1 thing on my bucket 
list is to have a drink with @RicFlairNatrBoy 
and I’m in San Fran. Let’s make it happen! 


Nickla Roberts, as Baby 
Doll, briefly managed Flair 
In 1986 



[batting average in a season], in 1941. So we’re talking 
74 years ago. Could he hit that today, with relief 
pitching being what it is, the ballparks’ dinnensions 
[changing]...? When he played, there was a colour 
barrier; it was all-white. They didn’t have any night 
games, and they didn’t go west of the Mississippi 
River... So could Ted Williams hit what he hit then? 

I’m a huge fan, but I don’t think he could. 

“So [you’re comparing] guys from different eras - 
and Ric was at the forefront of a wrestling era - and 
changing from the champion being a wrestler, heel or 
babyface, or a tweener, to being an out-and-out heel. 
[That’s] including a lot more violence and attempted 
violence than the champions before him. 

“Ric did a wonderful job as champion.” 

RIC FLAIR 24/7 

You can’t write about Ric Flair: World champion 
without emphasising how “The Nature Boy” wasn’t 
confined to the arena and television sets. He felt that 
the World champion, much less one with his persona, 
needed to go out and live it up like the biggest star 
in the sport. He needed to wear genuine designer 
clothes and jewellery, to buy drinks for everyone in 
the bar, and to be someone who had no problem 
spending large sums of cash to have a little fun, 
all to get the gimmick over. It doesn’t sound that 
different from what Ted DiBiase did as “The Million 
Dollar Man”, but there’s one big difference: a post- 
expansion Vince McMahon funded DiBiase going 
the extra mile to get the gimmick over. Flair was 
taking care of his own bills. 

When asked to name a specific extravagant 
Flair story, Sullivan was at a loss, as they all started 
blending together a long time ago. 

“There’s been thousands of stories where I’ve 
seen him walk into a bar and order 100 kamikazes 

“Nobody knows Ric Flair’s an exhibitionist...” 


(equal parts vodka, triple sec and lime juice) at one 
time. I’m seen him walk in and say, ‘Champagne for 
everybody!’ You know what I mean? There’s been 
thousands of them, and they’re true; pick up a bill, a 
bar tab, for $5,000 for people he doesn’t know. His 
bar tabs that he picked up for people were well over 
$150,000 or $200,000 a year. It happened so many 
times. That was the average night that Ric went out.” 

Nickla Roberts, best known for her run with 
Crockett as Baby Doll, had a similar sentiment that 
she discussed in a 2010 interview with FSM editor 
Brian Elliott. 

“What you see on TV, that’s Flair. From 5am one 
morning to 5am the next, that is him. Ric knew 
everyone by name: the hotel help, the girl who 
checks you in at the hotel, the guy driving us to the 
airport, the ticket agent, the pilot. It was amazing to 
be around this guy, with the energy he had. And you 
know, the only thing I ever saw him do to keep the 
energy up was to drink a lot of coffee, a couple of 
beers, and he loved the kamikazes, and that was it. 

At 5am, you’d see him with a cup of black coffee 
and a tuna fish sandwich, and you’d better be ready 
to go, because you could bet that he was.” 

In case you’re noticing a pattern, yes, most Ric 
Flair bar stories involve him ordering kamikazes for 
everyone in sight. 

That’s not the only link you’ll find in Flair stories. 

To wit, there’s one that “Nasty Boy” Jerry Saggs 
told lWrestling.com on the weekend of Flair’s 
2008 retirement. 

“My best Ric Flair story is the one when all of a 
sudden. Dusty Rhodes, in Germany, came out of the 
elevator - but it wasn’t Dusty, it was Brian Knobbs, 
with only cowboy boots on, and a belt. Next thing 
[I know], Ric disappeared, and all of a sudden, the 
elevator doors open, and we hear ‘Whool’ and there 
was ‘The Nature Boy’ in his birthday suit and his robe 
only, strutting around the hotel lobby in Germany.” 

Steve McMichael had a similar memory, as do more 
people than FSM could list. 

“Well, I’m sitting playing blackjack in the middle 
of the round casino [at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas], 
and I hear ‘Whool’ and I turn around, and Ric Flair’s 
in one of his robes, buck naked underneath, and [he] 
flashes the whole casino. 

“Nobody knows Ric Flair’s an exhibitionist...” 

FLAIR^S WORLD 

Nickla Roberts did have one more specific tale that 
highlighted what it was like to be wrapped up in 
Flair’s orbit. 

“Ric liked to go shopping, and sure enough 
he’d invite Tully [Blanchard] or Magnum [T.A] or 
whomever, and they’d say, ‘Oh Baby Doll, this is going 
to be bad; it’s gonna cost me thousands of dollars 
even just to keep up with Flair a little bit.’ (laughs) 

“Tully went with him one time, and Flair was buying 
socks at $75 a pair; for a pair of socks! That’s him, and 
he didn’t just buy one pair, he bought five or six. You 
can just imagine what went on after that.” 

One independent promoter who attended 
Halloween Havoc 1990 in Chicago, a favourite city 
of Flair, once recalled how “the guys had the wildest 
post-show party I’ve ever seen, complete with multiple 
examples of ‘Why Ric Flair will someday be broke.’ 




competition 


WIN PLATINUM 
AND GOLD TICKETS 
TO AN AUDIENCE 
WITH RIC FLAIR! 

Don’t miss your chance to win either a pair of 
Platinum tickets or a pair of Gold tickets to an 
Audience With /?/cF/a//' event in either Edinburgh, 
Newcastle, Derby, Leicester, Portsmouth or 
London! 

The evening will consist of a photo opportunity 
with Ric as well as a chance to get personal 
memorabilia signed by him. A 90-minute interview 
will be followed by a special Q&A where the 


“Flair got the mic from the DJ and did a five-minute 
Black Scorpion impersonation. There’s no way to 
make it funny in print, but it was hilarious. What was 
scary was that... the DJ said he couldn’t let him do it 
- it might get him fired. After a bit of bantering. 

Flair pulled out his wallet, piling $50 and $100 bills 
until the guy finally agreed to let Flair have the mic 
for only five minutes, all under the guise that Flair 
grabbed the mic without permission. 

“All told. I’d say Flair spent about $600 of 1990 
money for that five minutes of fun. On top of that, 
he was buying drinks for everyone in sight.” 

In 2015 money, that’s $1,077.53, or £723.19. 

That wasn’t all there was to it. The promoter 
also got to witness female fans lining up to board 
“Space Mountain”, if you will. 

“While I’m gossiping. Flair was amazing,” said the 
promoter. “He’d meet a girl, walk out with her, and 
come back about an hour later, looking a bit messier 
than he did when he left. I only saw him do it twice 
on this night, but I’ve seen him do it three times.” 

Indeed, the lengths that Richard Morgan Fliehr 
went to be seen as “Nature Boy” Ric Flair define 
what made him great, a sentiment with which 
Sullivan agrees. 

“There was no separating them. There was no 
Richard Fliehr, there was only Ric Flair. You’ve seen 
Dr. Jeckyl and Mr. Hyde? I think Ric, when he started 
to drink the potion (pauses)... It’s like the movie, the 
doctor can’t get back; Mr. Hyde has taken over. 

“I think that’s why Ric got over so well. He not 
only lived the gimmick, he was the gimmick.” 


audience will ask Ric their own personal questions. 

To be in with a chance of winning, please email 
the correct answer to the following question to 
customerservice(2)uncookedmedia.com. 

IN WHATYEAR DID RIC FLAIR 

WIN HIS HRSTNWA WORLD 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP? 

A)1981 B)1983 01992 

Please mark competition e-mails with “Flair comp” 
in the subject line, state your preferred city from 
the aforementioned list, and include a contact 
telephone number. The closing date for entries is 
May 1,2015. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1) This competition is run by Uncooked Media Ltd 

2) By entering our competition, you agree to be bound by all rules 
relating to the competition (and which may be changed at any 
time without notice). 

3) This competition is open to all worldwide entrants excluding 
employees of Uncooked Media Ltd, their families, suppliers, 
agents, associates or anyone professionally associated with this 
competition. Entrants must be 18 years or older. Only one entry per 
email address is permitted. Multiple entries from the same email 
address or from the same individual will be counted as one entry. 

4) In the event of any dispute. Uncooked Media’s decision is final, 
and no correspondence will be entered into. 

5) One winner will be drawn on May 4, 2015. 

6) The prize is a pair of tickets to An Audience with Ric Flair. 

7) The winners will be contacted via email regarding their 
successful entry, and their prize will be sent out to that address. If a 
successful entrant does not claim the prize by the date given in the 
email, it will be voided and a new winner will be drawn. 
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ALTHOUGH HE ONLY DEBUTED IN 1989, SEAN WALTMAN WAS 
TEARING IT UP ON THE INDEPENDENT SCENE AS EARLY AS MID-1991 
IN THE GLOBAL WRESTLING FEDERATION. ROB NAYLOR RECALLS 
THE CAREER OF A VETERAN WHO STILL HAS MUCH TO OFFER PRO 
WRESTLING, IN AND OUT OF THE RING. 


I have never put much stock into the phrase “X-Pac heat”... 


IVe pretty much been a fan of Sean Waltman since 
first seeing him on Global Wrestling on ESPN one 
day after school back in the early-1990s. He was 
a trailblazer for a generation of light-heavyweight 
competitors, and among the first to popularize the 
Japanese junior-heavyweight style of wrestling here 
in the United States. Employing kicks, suplexes, 
unique holds and, of course, crazy dives out of the 
ring to the floor, “The Lightning Kid” was a darling 
of the hardcore fans right from the start, as his 
matches with Jerry Lynn, Chaz, Sabu and others 
made waves, and garnered him a reputation all over 
the US. independent scene, and in Japan, where he 
worked for Gran Hamadas Universal promotion 
(theUWF). 

As coincidence would have it, Waltman was 
a Malenko student - a different kind of UWF 
altogether - in a training regimen that had emphasis 
on grappling and submissions and hard-nosed pure 
wrestling. In getting to know Norman Smiley in 
the last several years, I truly recognize the technique 
and skill that all of the Karl Gotch/Malenko 
trainees display in their in-ring efforts. 

Waltman would go on to make waves in the Top 
Of The Super Juniors tournament and, of course, 
in his WWF debut back in Spring 1993 - a huge 
breakout for him and his career. To this day, I love 



The 1-2-3 Kid talks to short-lived WWF 


interviewer Joe Fowler at SummerSlam ’94 


his match with Eddy Guerrero from that years’ 
New Japan tournament, as it’s filled with cool 
suplexes, mat wrestling, and dives galore. 

I was thrilled to see Waltman, who it seemed 
was far too skinny for the World Wrestling 
Federation, get a break on Raw. His initial feud 
with Razor Ramon put him on the map in a huge 
and memorable way, and he never looked back. 
People seem to forget, but Waltman pretty much 
stole every WWF show he was on back in that 
time period, whether it be excelling in tag bouts 
with partners like Ramon or Marty Jannetty, going 
head up in main events on Raw against Bret Hart 
(a career-making match for The Kid back in July 
1994), or even becoming a part of Ted DiBiase’s 
Million Dollar Corporation. 

TV CLASSICS 

Perhaps my favorite Kid match is one what he 
has referred to as “the White Plains classic” - a tag 
match filmed late into a WWF television taping 
in 1994 that aired on the ddoutmg Action Zone TV 
show. In it, he and Ramon took on WWF Tag 
Team champs Diesel and Shawn Michaels, and I 
defy anyone to find a better non-Midnight Express 
versus Rock’n’Roll Express tag bout. Honestly, it’s 
a masterpiece, with so many fun twists, turns, cut- 
offs and drama packed into it that it woke a jaded 
and tired crowd up and stirred them into a frenzy. 

I always enjoy talking to Sean about this particular 
match, and while he is very hard on himself and 
his in-ring efforts, he even goes out of his way to 
make note of just how special this tag match was 
for everyone involved. 

Waltman was also a key component in another 
all-time great tag bout, teaming with Triple-H, 
Perry Saturn, Dean Malenko and Chris Benoit to 
face Cactus Jack, Rikishi, The Rock, Scotty Too 
Hotty and Grandmaster Sexay in February 2000 
on Raw. This was a match I’d often discuss with 


m 



“The Kid and 
Ramon versus 
Shawn Michaels 
and Diesel is a 
masterpiece, with 
many fun twists, 
turns, cut-offs and 
so much drama 
that it woke a 
jaded crowd up 
and stirred them 
into a frenzy” 


Rob Naylor is a former WWE Creative 
Assistant at developmental territory 
NXT, and is the current colour 
commentator at EVOLVE and SHINE 
Wrestling. He’s a lifelong student of the 
sport who counts “Raging Bull” Manny 
Fernandez as his favourite wrestler. 
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@TheRealDTLew (a)TheRealXPac vs. @BretHart 
One of the greatest matches ever. Always knew 
Waltman had it going back to his days at Global. 


Waltman did /ess celebrated but Thankfully, no ambulance was required 

equally excellent work as a heel following this independent show in 2006 




Sean, Saturn and Billy Gunn (who made a 
post-match run-in). It s another textbook tag 
match that takes the viewer on an emotional 
rollercoaster ride, with nuclear heat the likes of 
which I don’t think WWE has seen since. I recall 
Joey Mercury showing this match to WWE 
developmental talents in Tampa and saying, 

“This is what happens when you get everyone 
over at one time in one match.” Malenko 
and Waltman s pinball-like selling of 
both Rikishi s and The Rock s offense 
was vital to this incredible encounter. 

Waltman also played a pivotal role 
in two of wrestling s most famous 
factions, the New World Order and 
D-Generation X. I was a huge fan 
of the Wolfpac crew in WCW, as 
he, Kevin Nash and Scott Hall 
played off each other so well, and 
truly were that decades version 
of The Freebirds (with Waltman 
in the “Buddy Jack” role, of 
course). There are too many great 
moments to possibly list here, but 
X-Pacs matches with Rey Misterio 
Jr, as well as with Nash and Hall 
against Piper, Flair and Kevin Greene 
in Charlotte, are must-see bouts for 
any true wrestling fan. 

Waltman s return to the WWE 
was a shocker at the time, and his 
“shoot” interview burying Hulk Hogan 
and Eric Bischoff was a ton of fun, and 
added some depth to his character in 
the infancy of the DX faction. Make 
no mistake about it, Waltman was 
a vital cog in the wheel for that 
group - the ultimate utility guy 
that could make any match he was 
put into. His work in the early 
part of the 2000s in WWE s 
light-heavyweight division is to 


be commended as well, as matches with Billy 
Kidman, Tajiri, Spike Dudley, Chris Jericho, 
Dean Malenko and so many more were excellent, 
and stole shows time and time again. 


THE REAL SEAN WALTMAN 

I had the opportunity to meet Sean back in 2010 at 
a convention in New York, and he was incredibly 
down-to-earth and excited to talk about wrestling, 
his career, and life and times. Since then, our 
paths have crossed on many occasions, 
whether at CHIKARA shows at the 
former ECW Arena (where Waltman 
had an incredible match with El 
Generico, who of course is now Sami 
Zayn), at FCW/NXT in Tampa when 
he would visit and give advice to young 
talent, or at Northeast independent 
wrestling shows. He always has lots 
of knowledge to drop, and is eager 
to share stories with all who are wise 
enough to listen. 

Most recently, I caught up with 
Sean prior to an EVOLVE show 
in Long Island. It was there that I 
finally had the chance to thank him 
for something he did for me at WWE 
developmental, at a time when I needed 
some advice and encouragement. 

Sean is a person who is often deemed 
a “screw-up” or worse, but IVe always 
looked at him as someone that owns up 
to any personal wrongdoings, and who 
takes accountability for his past actions 
- something I wish more people in the 
wrestling business would do. 

I know IVe got nothing but respect 
for him, and hope he continues to 
follow the straight and narrow path 
after years of struggles with sobriety, 
as he is truly one of the “good ones” 
in pro wrestling. 
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With the advent of the WWE Network and TNA losing its 
slot on Spike TV, the pro wrestiing television iandscape has 
changed considerably. Michael Campbell explains how a 
rejuvenated Ring Of Honor has become the best weekiy 
product on U.S TV, whiie keeping its core principles. 



The return of Sannoa Joe to his “honne” of Ring of 
Honor showcased a developing characteristic of 
ROH throughout the past year: that the pronnotion 
has now become a must-see amalgamation of 
up-and-coming professional wrestlers and certified 
superstars. Having been both the shining light of TNA 
in the mid-2000s and an emblem of its deficiencies 
thereafter, Joe’s return to the ROH fray immediately 
seemed fresh. However, he’s just one of a number 
of athletes who’s resurfaced or debuted recently, 
in a company noted for developing top tier talents, 
usually then picked off by the “big two”. That AJ 
Styles, Alberto Del Rio and The Young Bucks would 
rather be in ROH than anywhere else in the U.S. has 
also bolstered the perception of the company. 

Ring of Honor’s rise has not gone unnoticed by 
Paul Levesque, who has not only raided the company 
for talent like Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens, but has 
begun to seek out Ring of Honor’s regular venues, 
booking dates so soon after the independent that it 
can’t be seen as anything but a tactical strike. Stories 
connecting The Briscoes to NXT have also resurfaced 
in recent weeks, while the acquisition of long-term 
ROH regular Jimmy Jacobs - one of wrestling’s most 
underappreciated creative forces - for a writing role 
Based on early has only underlined the concerns that ROH will not 

appearances, Samoa be able to replace these sort of individuals. 

Joe is delighted to have This fear has been felt countless times, however, 

returned to Ring of Honor and is something everyone connected to the group is 



used to experiencing. From the huge moment 
that Paul London departed at Death Before 
Dishonor in July 2003, to CM Punk’s arriving at 
OVW in September 2005, to Bryan Danielson and 
Nigel McGuinness both taking their ROH bow at 
the same Glory By Honor car6 in 2009, historically 
ROH has lost top stars to more affluent rivals. 

NEW ERA OF HONOR 

2002 was something of a benchmark year for 
wrestling fanatics, as those jaded WWE fans who 
had witnessed ECW and WCW die were forced to 
dig deep for their fix. When Ring Honor debuted in 
the Murphy Rec Centre in Philadelphia on February 
23, it offered something new, and not the mere 
retread of ECW that many might have expected, 
and dozens of others had attempted to execute. 

Ring of Honor instead helped introduce a different 
style to fans, many of whom had only been around 
long enough to see an exciting but indulgent Attitude 
Era. Sparked by an enthusiasm for Japanese “strong 
style”, there was a growing contingent of wrestlers 
on U.S. shores who were inspired to recreate that 
hard-hitting, believable brand of grappling. Low-Ki 
and Samoa Joe typified the gob-smacking, chest- 
welting strikes and devastating variations on familiar 
manoeuvres in the early days, a trend carried on 
by Davey Richards and now Michael Elgin. Other 
figures such as Bryan Danielson (Daniel Bryan) were 
seemingly experts in every possible style, combining 
technical aptitude worthy of their beloved World Of 
Sport with ridiculously stiff strikes and aerial work 
that was genuinely high risk. 

As a whole, viewed now, ROH’s early events 
appear inconsistent - something not helped by 
primitive production values - but at the time, the 
unpredictability and variety was exhilarating, and the 
formative shows were vital learning curves. Booker 
Gabe Sapolsky explored having a heel faction called 
Special K, who were drug-riddled rich kids smearing 
the name of the company, as well as real-life issues 
such as parental alcoholism in a feud between Raven 
and CM Punk. Backing up the storylines, fans were 
treated to a mis-mash of lucha through the exploits of 
Eddy Guerrero, violent hardcore brawling thanks to 
Steve Corino, Homicide and The Carnage Crew, and 
beautifully accomplished mat-wrestling courtesy of 
Doug Williams, Jerry Lynn, and Danielson. 

The rise of three of ROH’s all-time biggest stars 
coincided with the company’s ascent into one of 








@SturkJohnson Can’t wait to see #RingofHonor 
in person for the 1st time ever. #ROH #WatchROH 
#OKC #OklahomaCity 


its most creatively rewarding periods. Samoa Joe 
scaled the mountain in mid-2003, holding his position 
and elevating the ROH World title for nearly two 
years. Future WWE champions Punk and Danielson 
would soon follow, providing some of the company’s 
defining moments, such as the vaunted “Summer of 
Punk” in 2005 and Danielson’s 462-day title reign. 

The period also offered opportunity to numerous 
faces who would become familiar to WWE and TNA 
fans, such as Sami Zayn, Kevin Owens, Cesaro, Austin 
Aries, The American Wolves, Seth Rollins, and Luke 
Harper, who all made strong impressions. 

In 2006, Ring of Honor introduced several key 
feuds that would define its output for the year, with 
the company-wide rivalry against CZW at the heart 
of this success. Weaving together an intricate web of 
strands from a cacophony of different players, it also 
vitally allowed the bookers to introduce new long- 
term faces and dish out one of the most satisfying 
conclusions in modern pro wrestling history, with 
Death Before Dishonor IV’s Cage of Death match. 

If ROH’s success in this period could be boiled 
down to one repeated intangible, it was that in these 
finest moments, the attention paid to detail was 
incredible. The dethroning of Danielson by Homicide 
at Final Battle 2006 incorporated numerous vital 
sub-plots, including crooked refereeing, interference. 
Homicide’s inability to remain within the rules, and 
Danielson’s use of various finishing holds. Mixed 
together, the pair brought the crowd to the verge 
of genuine outrage, while similar transformational 
moments occurred in the July 2004 return and 
shocking heel turn of Low-Ki, who allied himself with 
Homicide’s Rottweiler group; the debut of The Age 
of the Fall at 2007’s Man Up! pay-per-view; and the 
company’s first card at the Hammerstein Ballroom 
on May 10, 2008. 

EVOLVING HONOR 

It goes without saying that the company has not 
been immune to errors throughout the years. In 2007, 
ROH dabbled with pay-per-view for the first time, 
stringing together a series of hugely satisfying shows 
that contained multiple Match of the Year candidates, 
but more importantly were built on logical storyline 
progression. Recording in advance and providing 
material for both pay-per-view and DVD was 
profitable, at least at first, although the taping of 
these pay-per-views would eventually wreak havoc 
with the continuity of other events. With a main event 
picture that spotlighted Danielson, Nigel McGuinness, 
Takeshi Morishima and KENTA, critical success came 
as no surprise. 

ROH’s first live iPPV broadcast, however, 
culminated with a Final Battle 2009 main event 
in which most expected to see Tyler Black’s (Seth 
Rollins) long-awaited coronation as ROH champion. 
Instead, confused audiences were met with an 
exhausting hour-long draw with title-holder Austin 
Aries that tipped the event over the four-hour mark. 
Compounding the problem was a variety of technical 
issues that would plague the company for years, and 
still have not been fully resolved today. 

One of ROH’s biggest hurdles became the 
reconciliation of its superb in-ring presentation 
and the fiascos fans went through to see it. 



A period of particular disillusion came in 2012, 
when ROH appeared to go too far for its loyal 
audience in pursuit of a more serious product. 

This faux-realistic fighting with a back-to-basics 
mentality was a hard sell in the shadow of the UFC, 
which always had a familiar brand of showmanship 
that was more important than what took place inside 
the Octagon. Purchased by the Sinclair Broadcasting 
Group in May 2011, however, ROH has sought 
to redress the balance by having its World title 
represented by Kevin Steen, Jay Briscoe, Adam Cole 
and Michael Elgin since 2012. At the same time as it 
turned up the entertainment factor, ROH On Sinclair 
became available in more homes, and the company 
enjoyed the magic of live, traditional pay-per-view 
for the first time on June 22, 2014. Unquestionably, 
this return to form has inspired some of ROH’s 
competitors inside the squared circle. 

“ROH just has this special feel to it,” Silas Young 
reasoned with FSM. “It’s different because every 
show has that ‘big show’ feeling. Plus, ROH use 
literally the best wrestlers in the world. 

“As far as how it’s changed, I just think things 
have grown in terms of the amount of people it 
now reaches. The production values have gotten 
a lot better, but it’s still the best pure athletic 
wrestling available on the planet.” 

DOING THE HONORS 

Jay Briscoe epitomises how Ring of Honor has found 
the sweet spot between the emotional investment 

“Ring of Honor’s rise has not gone unnoticed 
by Paui Levesque, who has not oniy raided the 
company for taient but aiso sought out Ring of 
Honor’s reguiar venues for NXT” 


SCOTT FINKELSTEIN 
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A stint in Japan has done wonders for the likes of The Kingdom 



Expect Tommaso Ciampa 
to break through to the 
World title scene in 2015 



of real sports and the wild characters that have 
populated wrestling’s finest hours. The current ROH 
World channpion, Briscoe has held the belt since 
a Septennber 6, 2014 defeat of Michael Elgin, and 
additionally, has not been pinned since Bobby Fish 
did so on March 2, 2013. 

Briscoe has been with the company from the 
beginning, embodying the term “homegrown talent”. 
Bar a period of two years from late-2004 until the 
climatic event of 2006, he and brother Mark have 
been a regular feature on ROH shows, and often main 
events. They’ve covered all bases: dream matches, 
wild brawls, title bouts, and in matches teaming with 
their father, all the while outlasting most of their 
peers, and showing little sign of slowing down. 

Jay Briscoe isn’t the only one to have enjoyed 
a lengthy ROH World title reign, as aside from 
the aforementioned Danielson (462 days), Nigel 
McGuinness (545 days) and Samoa Joe (645 days) 
did so, with Davey Richards just a week short of Kevin 
Steen’s tally of 328 days. This has defined the title as 
a cut above every other, as while the WWF racked up 
11 title switches in one year (1999), it took ROH almost 
seven years to accumulate that many reigns. Since 
the title’s inception, it has in fact only gone through 
20 separate reigns (Briscoe’s current run as 2lst 
champion is his second), for an average of over 
seven months per reign. 

Some champions have pleased fans more than 
others, and some didn’t go quite to plan, but ROH 
has been careful in ensuring it’s still a credible prize 
that fans acknowledge as a worthy trophy. 

GUESTS OF HONOR 

One of the company’s biggest assets in recent years 
is how it has become the home for freelance talent, 
with IWGP heavyweight champion AJ Styles a 
notable example. An arrangement with New Japan - 
not to mention the UK’s ultra ambitious Preston City 
Wrestling - has really shifted things into high gear, 
allowing ROH to capitalise on NJPW’s hot streak 
for the benefit of all concerned. 

The results have been fruitful. May 10, 2014 
served up Global Wars, a solid show that introduced 
the Japanese contingent to a receptive Toronto 


audience, and a week later, the partnership blew 
that event away, with War Of The Worlds emanating 
from the Hammerstein Ballroom. Although faced 
with a New York crowd that has proven to be 
increasingly difficult to please, the show delighted 
viewers, particularly with an astonishing Tag Team 
title bout that pitted The Young Bucks against 
reDRagon. A blistering contest, it stood proud even 
on a card that featured Kevin Steen and Shinsuke 
Nakamura’s clash of styles; Adam Cole defeating 
the iconic Jushin Liger in an ROH title defence; and 
AJ Styles retaining his IWGP championship in a 
three-way against Michael Elgin and the outstanding 
Kazuchika Okada. This stunning array of talent 
seemed to update ROH entirely, with an improved 
look, new associations, and fresh identity, and the 
partnership is being repeated this May, with Okada 
and Hiroshi Tanahashi on the bill. 

Last year’s shows recalled some of ROH’s 
finest moments in tandem with other promotions. 

In 2005, Samoa Joe versus Kenta Kobashi was a 
hardcore fan’s dream that nothing else could touch. 

In its earlier days, ROH worked with All Japan, 
bringing Keiji Mutoh to American soil in 2003 
for an interpromotional edition of Final Battle. 

No matter how special they were as attractions, 
ROH hasn’t just brought in aging legends, either. The 
frequent appearances of Dragon Gate regulars from 
2006 onwards, and booking the likes of Naomichi 
Marufuji, KENTA (Hideo Itami) and Takeshi Morishima 
just as they were all primed to take the top spots in 
Pro Wrestling NOAH gave the impression that ROH 
wasn’t just cutting edge American wrestling, but 
was the most up-to-date output seen anywhere. 
KENTA’s rousing series of battles and Morishima’s 
epic 2007 title reign saw ROH manage to book these 
appearances to carry real consequences. They felt 
vital to both the company’s direction, and to pro 
wrestling as a whole. 

The current arrangement with New Japan has 
been beneficial to the development of more than 
just the top players on the roster. Arguably, few 
were immediately excited about Michael Bennett’s 
tag team with Matt Taven as “The Kingdom”, but 
hard work and perseverance has paid off, and their 
place in NJPW’s World Tag League convinced a lot 
of sceptics. Proving the benefit of the jaunt. The 
Kingdom has since headlined an Atlanta event as 
part of ROH’s Winter Warriors tour, producing a 
wild, violent and unquestionably thrilling 
two-out-of-three falls bout opposite The Briscoes. 

HONOR ON SINCLAIR 

More instantly accessible than New Japan and now 
promising to provide a fine starting point to access 
that company, too, ROH finds itself looking stronger 
than it has in years. Central to this has been the 
incredibly consistent TV product. 

“It’s wrestling - an hour of wrestling,” emphasised 
one of ROH’s top contenders, Hanson. “It is 
not watered down with some of the ‘sports 
entertainment’ stuff many have grown accustomed 
to seeing on TV. This is an hour of the best wrestlers 
on the planet, doing what we do best.” 

As can be garnered from FSM’s TV Lounge, ROH 
On Sinclair usually adopts a straightforward approach 
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@HarleyJASe Jacobs vs. Briscoe 
a match of the year candidate. 
Backstory makes it even better 



that is both easily digestible and appealing. Short, 
focused programming has been the order of the day. 
Take this past February’s broadcasts, for example: 
leading into the 13^1^ Anniversary Show on March 1, the 
three combatants due to challenge for Jay Briscoe’s 
World title had eye-catching victories against either 
established names or multiple opponents. 

“I feel like the TV product gets better on a weekly 
basis,” confirmed Silas Young. “There’s a lot that goes 
into TV production, and it’s an ever-evolving project. 
Great wrestling is what makes it enjoyable and flow 
so fast.” 

The current roster can be proud to contain 
performers such as Michael Elgin and Tommaso 
Ciampa, who both feel very much “ROH-made”, 
having come in as relative unknowns to successfully 
broaden their appeal and expand their worth. 
Developing this strong image has enabled Elgin to 
rack up impressive outings in dream match situations, 
such as March 14’s outstanding clash with Samoa Joe, 
in what was a truly epic bout in which Joe looked 
lighter and moved better than he has in years. The 
company has already been clever in their use of Joe; 
working with ACH and Elgin has positioned him to 
give the rub to mid-level stars, but being booked 
against Jay Briscoe at Supercard Of Honor a\so 
served to add legitimacy to the title picture. 

Recently, long-term acts like Roderick Strong 
have been freshened up, and wrestlers like Jay 
Lethal have reinvented themselves, with the latter’s 
bout with ACH on the August 23 show the best TV 
match in pro wrestling in 2014, according to FSM 
editor Brian Elliott. ACH was at in again on February 
14, teaming with Cedric Alexander and Matt 
Sydal against The Young Bucks and AJ Styles 
in a blockbuster that will be tough to beat in 2015. 


ROH also boasts several other stars of tomorrow. The ROH and New Japan 
including Hanson and Moose. It’s what ROH has done rosters combine for a 
all along, cultivating new faces and building them up, group shot before the 
providing a counterpoint to the lack of investment War Of The Worlds card 

WWE put into new talent in the pre-Performance 
Centre days. Not for no reason has ROH been in Paul 
Levesque’s eyeline, as it has arguably become the 
number two group in North America given TNA’s 
fledgling alliance with Destination America. 

“The company is a lot more corporate now,” 

Tommaso Ciampa told FSM, suggesting how times 
have changed. “They have definitely separated 
themselves from the independent wrestling scene. 

Some will say this is a good thing, others will argue 
it’s bad, but regardless of opinion, there are more 
eyes on the product now than ever before.” 

Ring of Honor isn’t what it was in 2012, nor 
2007, or when it first emerged 13 years ago. It has 
adapted and grown, managing to survive numerous 
alterations in personnel and identity, and unlike WWE 
and TNA, is clearly on the upswing. 

Having planned a route, ROH is picking up speed 
on a trip that takes the viewer around the wrestling 
world. The UK may well be the company’s next aim, 
having established communication with Spike TV, 
which itself has big plans to launch as a UK station 
this month, having purchased the rights to Breaking 
Bad earlier in the year. 

Twelve years on, indeed, it seems Ring of Honor’s 
journey has just begun. 


“Wrestlers such as Jay Lethal have reinvented 
themselves; his bout with ACH on the August 
23 show was the best TV match in pro 
wrestiing in 2014” 
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Though he is a veteran of WWE, WCW and a strong 
European scene, Dave Taylor doesn’t have the fan 
following of his contemporaries William Regal and 
“Fit” Finlay. John Lister demonstrates why fellow 
workers hold him in much the same regard. 



DAVE TAYLOR 


“When I were annateur, I hated professional 
[wrestling]” Dave Taylor tells FSM. “I just thought it 
were all pathetic, because I were like a real wrestler. 
But after my dad had beat the shit out of me a dozen 
Dave Taylor comes from times, and my grandad had beat the shit out of me, 
an impressive amateur I began to realise that it’s a lot harder than what I 

and pro wrestling family thought it were!” 



To say Dave Taylor hailed from a wrestling 
family would be a spectacular understatement. 

His grandfather, Joe, won the British amateur 
featherweight championship four years in a row, 
and placed fourth in the 1932 Olympics; his father, 
Eric, took his skills to the pro ring, and was the 
first British heavy-middleweight champion of the 
Mountevans era, holding the title for 13 years before 
becoming an independent promoter; Eric’s cousin. 
Jack, competed in the 1956 Olympics; Dave’s brother, 
Steve, was a regular pro on television; and Dave’s 
daughter, Donna, had a brief pro career, becoming 
a fourth-generation competitor. 

But it was grandpa Joe who gave Dave, already 
a keen amateur, his toughest wrestling lesson. 

“I’d just come from the British championships 
in Edinburgh, and I’d got third place, and thought 
I were the bees knees. We had a wrestling mat on 
the farm where I lived, and my grandad came over 
- I think he were about 65 - and he said, ‘Go on, 
we’ll have a pull.’ 

“I’m thinking, ‘I’m a lot bigger than him, a lot 
younger than him.’ I’m thinking, ‘Shit, I don’t want 
to hurt him.’ Well, he beat the shit out of me! I could 
not believe it - a little skinny, old man dragged me all 
over the mat. I could not believe how good he was at 
that age. And I thought I were the man!” 

Taylor continued to improve in the amateur ranks, 
reaching second place in a later British amateur 
championship for wrestlers who were between the 
junior and senior divisions, and he even harboured 
thoughts of going to the Commonwealth or Olympic 
Games himself. 

“I don’t know if I would have been good enough 
or not; maybe if I would have stuck with it...” 

That thought ceased when he joined his father on 
a tour of Sweden where he “got more per day than I 
got per week working at a brick factory.” 

He therefore chose to follow his father’s career 
path rather than that of his grandfather. 

“My grandad weren’t a fan of professional... He 
didn’t particularly like it, but he knew we had to 
make a living. Plus, he were a real small guy - he only 
weighed 9 stone - so it wouldn’t have been a lot of 
good for him in them days. He was smaller than Jim 
Breaks, who was like one of the smallest wrestlers 
there was.” 

For the first two years of his pro career, Dave 
mainly wrestled his father, who would appear 
under a mask as La Masque Argent or The Exorcist. 
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Taylor gets a pre-emptive warning from the referee during a bout with “Fit” Finlay 


“Every show that he promoted, I normally wrestled 
my dad. He promoted a lot in those days because 
he’d just got Les Kellett, so they promoted four or 
five times a week. Eventually I had to say to my dad, 
‘Look, I need to wrestle somebody else, ’cause I’m not 
learning anything [new].”’ 

From there, Taylor was able to continue his 
grappling education against the likes of Lee Sharron 
and Bobby Graham. 

“It were best to wrestle the old-timers because it 
were them that learnt you what to do. They stopped 
you from doing stupid things; when you thought, 

‘I’m going to do this’, they’d just hold you down and 
tell you, ‘Calm down! You’ll get your shit in, don’t 
worry about it. Stay here.’ And that’s how you learnt 
to work. That’s what’s wrong with today: nobody’s 
wrestling older guys - they’re all wrestling guys the 
same age as them, and both of them know nothing.” 

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 

Taylor’s first international experience came with a trip 
to Mexico, where he came to like the style despite a 
tough first endeavour, wrestling in Arena Mexico the 
same day he arrived in the country. 

“Trying to keep up with the speed that they were 
going and not knowing anything they were doing, 
with the altitude, I nearly died. I could feel my lungs 
bleeding - I was sucking air up my arse!” 

Despite the promoters leaving Taylor alone to get 
to shows around a strange country, he enjoyed his 
run, and would have stayed longer had it not been 
for a leg injury. 

“The money were good there - I was living like a 
millionaire. Of course, when you changed the money 
back into English, it weren’t worth nothing!” 

Another adventure came when fellow Brit Chic 
Cullen invited him to Canada’s Stampede promotion. 
Dave’s older brother, Steve, had been wrestling there 
for around a month, suffering at the hands of villains, 
with the plan being for Dave to come to the rescue. 
However, typically of the disorganised Harts, that’s 
not quite how things worked out. 

“Cullen picked me up at the airport and said the 
plan had been dropped and, ‘They’re going to call 
you Tim Shea, the sheep farmer from Australia.’ 
Everyone’s asking me why me and Steve looked alike, 
plus there were a picture of us in the programmes 
with ‘Steve Taylor and Dave Taylor’ written 
underneath it!” 

Despite the unusual billing and the pay-offs being 
too low to extend his stay, Taylor gained something 
from the experience. 

“The work was excellent - everybody were good. 
When you work with good people, you learn, and I 
learnt a lot there.” 

Taylor retained his new-found Australian heritage, 
under his own name this time, on a trip to South 
Africa, where he made a spectacular debut, albeit 
behind closed doors. 

“You had to have a wrestling licence; you had 
to go in front of the Board of Control and wrestle, 
which I couldn’t believe. I thought it were real, and 
you had to wrestle real. They put me in the ring with 
this guy and I’m thinking it’s straight, so I beat him 
in about 20 seconds. I flattened him. The promoter, 
Johan Hefer, runs over and says, ‘Come here, come 



here! What you doing? It’s a work!’ So I got my 
licence in a few seconds.” 

The situation was somewhat reversed when 
Taylor found himself in a misunderstanding while 
on a Middle Eastern tour. 

“Wrestling Indians was the closest it got to being 
real, without being real. This Indian came into the 
dressing room, and he had a turban, cauliflower ears 
and a flat nose. I didn’t know that if Indian wrestlers 
have seen you wrestle and respect you, they bow 
down to you and kiss your feet. So when he did that, 

I jumped up and did what the sand wrestlers do: I hit 
myself in the thighs and stared right at him. 

“This guy ripped his turban off and wanted to 
go at me quickly. He said, ‘You insult me! I’m Asian 
games gold medallist!’ So I said, ‘Okay, me British 
champion, Olympic Games! Go on then!’ I were 
bullshitting on my side, but he weren’t bullshitting! 

He went, ‘Sorry, sorry, sorry!’ and shook my hand, 
and I thought, ‘That were near; that were very near!’ 

LEARNING ON THE JOB 

Of all his foreign destinations, Germany became 
Taylor’s home-from-home. It had been a long time 
coming, as he’d visited the country as a child with 
his father, and been told to come over if and when 
he grew up and turned pro. When Taylor took this 
opportunity, he was invited for a three-day tryout: 

“I were full of piss and vinegar,” he admitted. “I 
thought I knew everything.” 

Such over-confidence proved problematic. 

“I worked with Mai Kirk, and he said to me, ‘Can 
you throw an elbow?’ I said, ‘Yeah, no problem.’ He 
said, ‘Okay, hit me with three or four, do this and that.’ 


“It were best 
to wrestle the 
old-timers, 
because it 
were them 
that iearnt you 
what to do. 
They stopped 
you from doing 
stupid things, 
and that’s how 
you iearnt 
to work” 
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“Hogan goes 
to get hold of 
me, so I turned 
round and 
gave him an 
uppercut, and 
he goes, ‘Whoa!’ 
Ever since that, 
whenever i see 
Hogan, he goes, 
‘Here he comes, 
Mr Uppercut!’’’ 


Taylor fights to his feet 
under the grip of "Mighty” 
John Quinn 


Taylor poses with ’80s 
glamour mode! and 
celebrity Linda Lusardi 




“In the ring, I went to hit him with an elbow and 
smashed him right in the mouth - [I] bust his mouth 
open. I couldn’t do an elbow! Kids today are like, 

‘I can do everything!’ and I were just the same. He 
didn’t do anything about it, which was a good job, 
as he could have killed me. He came out the ring 
and said, ‘Look, when you can’t do something, just 
say you can’t do it.’ Mick McMichael took me into the 
arena the next afternoon and showed me how to do 
it right, and I’ve been throwing uppercuts ever since.” 

Taylor’s initiation didn’t get any smoother. 

“Three days into the tournament, I worked with 
Dave Morgan. I’d heard that he’d mess you around. 
He did something at the end of the round, and I 
back-kicked him. It could have been a little stiff... 

He looked at me and went, ‘Oh! Funny bastard, 
huh? You want to go?’ My asshole dropped out! 

“I asked Mick McMichael, who was refereeing, 
‘What’s he talking about, he wants to go?’ He said, 
‘Take no notice of him, he’s a bullshitter. He’s trying 
you out.’ I said, ‘Well, it’s fucking worked!’ 

“I’d always been told by my dad, ‘Don’t back 
down - you can do the job straight.’ I thought, ’Well, 
the only thing I can do is kick him in the balls’, but I 
went to link up with him, and everything were fine. 
Back in the dressing room, he walked in front of me 
and stopped, and I thought, ‘Uh oh, here we go.’ He 
looked at me and said, ‘Hmm, you wanted to have 
a go at me, right?’ and I said, ‘Yeah, I did, yeah.’ 

“‘Okay,’ he said, and he put his hand out to me. 
‘You’ll do me.’ He were just trying me out to see 
if I would have a go, and when he saw I would, he 
respected me. After that, we travelled together, 
worked out together; I were one of his only friends 
for 10 years.” 

Taylor would eventually begin working as long 
as 9 months a year in Germany and Austria. 

“If you did your job right, it were the best place 
to be.” 


ROCKIN^ ALL OVER THE WORLD 

While his visits to the UK became increasingly rare, 
Taylor did win the British heavyweight title in King’s 
Lynn in 1991, following in his father’s footsteps. 

“I’d been working with [champion Dave] Finlay 
for a couple of years. We’d do him over, a draw, 
stuff like that, but I never won. It were the most 
heat I’ve ever seen in England at any show; people 
couldn’t believe it would happen, it had escalated 
up to this. It established me more, and I enjoyed it, 
and Fit couldn’t wait to get rid of the belt - he was 
sick of carrying it around!” 

Opportunity knocked in 1995, when WCW was 
looking for bodies to fill out a 60-man, three-ring 
battle royal on the initial World War Hi pay-per-view, 
and Steve [now William] Regal mentioned his name. 
Taylor made an unintentionally solid first impression. 

“I were down to the last 10 in one ring, and then 
you had to all get into the main ring. There’s Hogan, 
Macho Man, all the big stars. I go to climb in the ring, 
and Paul Orndorff got hold of me, so I punched him, 
but it connected and smashed his mouth open. And 
he went, ‘Whoa!’ 

“And then Hogan goes to get hold of me, so I 
turned round and gave him an uppercut, and he goes, 
‘Whoa!’ and I could see on his face he’s thinking, ‘Fuck 
that!’ I thought ‘Shit, I just hit two of the top guys here’, 
and Orndorff could have kicked my brains in because 
he’s a genuine tough guy. Ever since that, whenever I 
see Hogan, he goes, ‘Here he comes, Mr Uppercut!”’ 

Despite the mishaps, Taylor was offered a full-time 
contract, and became a “Squire” to join “Lord” Steven 
Regal and “Earl” Robert Eaton in The Blue Bloods. He 
also took part in an infamous “junkyard battle royal” 
for the WCW Hardcore title, and was one of the few 
participants who enjoyed the experience. 

“I loved it! I thought it were the funniest thing I’ve 
ever seen in my life, because I just kept running up 
and hitting Knobbs of The Nasty Boys with a hubcap. 

I just kept rolling about in tyres.” 

It didn’t go so well for everyone, however. 

“It were a genuine junkyard out of town. We 
went there during the day to look at it, and we had 
to plan escape routes for the finish when explosions 
went off. I’m looking at all these cars, and I said, 

‘Look, don’t anybody slam anyone through these 
windscreens, because it’s laminated glass, and when 
it breaks it’s like a bunch of knives sticking straight 
up.’ When the match starts, first thing that happens, 
one of the Mexicans backdropped somebody into 
the windscreen. He couldn’t get off the windscreen 
because he was pinned to it.” 

Following WCW’s closure, Taylor spent 
time working as a trainer in several of WWE’s 
developmental territories before making an 
unexpected comeback to the ring just shy of his 50 ^^ 
birthday. Spotting an extra payday, he volunteered to 
work as a stunt double in the motion capture studio 
for a WWE videogame, and after he spent an entire 
day replicating the moves of most of the performers 
on the main roster, stunned agent Tommy Dreamer 
asked if he’d be interested in joining the roster of the 
upcoming ECW touring brand. 

“I said yes, and they asked me to make a 
vignette aligning myself with Regal and Finlay. I 
got 50 of the trainees sat in the room watching the 
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TV, and it were Finlay and Regal wrestling each 
other. One of the guys shouts, ‘Dave, come to the 
back, your pals are wrestling.’ So I go, ‘This is wrong, 
this - they shouldn’t be fighting each other, they 
should be fighting Americans. If I were there with 
them, we’d be the strongest team they’d ever seen.’ 
Then I kick them out of the dressing room, and go a 
little crazy. 

“I sent the tape, they got it [on a] Friday morning, 
then Friday afternoon they call me and tell me they 
want me on Raw on Monday. Straight in, no dark 
matches, nothing!” 

During a two-year in-ring run for WWE, Taylor’s 
most notable bout was a four-way tag team Ladder 
match, though initially road agents suggested it 
would be an easy night for he and partner Regal. 

‘‘They kept saying to me, ‘We don’t want you to go 
up that ladder’ ’cause I were like 50 years old. I said, 
‘Do you think I can’t climb the bastard ladder?! I can 
climb straight to the top of that ladder with no hands!’ 
They were like, ‘Bullshit!’, so I went straight to the top 
of the fucking ladder and said, ‘Look, can anyone else 
do it?’ 

In the event, Taylor wound up following the 
suggestion, to great effect. 

‘‘The thing that stuck out most to anybody 
were not Joey Mercury’s eye getting poked out, 
not the winners going over and winning the belts, 
but me and Regal arguing about going up the ladder 
because we were scared of heights. JBL put it over 
like we had vertigo! It wasn’t planned; it was just 
when we in there that we did it.” 

NOT ONE FOR THE QUIET LIFE 

After Regal was drafted from Raw to Smackdown, 
Taylor drifted into teams with Paul Birchall and Drew 
McIntyre before being released in 2008. Since then, 
he’s made several independent appearances, but 
after a lengthy break following a hip replacement, 
has found it hard not wrestling regularly. 

‘‘I love being on the road - just everything about 
it. My dad finished wrestling about 55 because he’d 
had both his hips done, and the doctor told him 
he must never wrestle again. It’s not like today: my 
doctors told me, ‘Yeah, wrestle again, no problem.’ 

He went downhill that quick, he got a bit of dementia. 
You imagine, you’ve spent all your life travelling, 
going to different places in the world - even if you 
were in England you were going to some place every 
day, five, six times a week - and then all of a sudden 
nothing? Oh, it’s bad. 

‘‘I go berserk sometimes here. I go to England 
at least four times a year to get out. I have to do, 
otherwise I’m just a gardener! You climb the walls. 

I talk to Regal now and he’s telling me he’s going 
to India, England and Brazil inside a week. And I 
tell him, ‘I know it’s hard, but I wish I were doing it.’” 

That said, Taylor is clear the end is in sight. 

‘‘I don’t think I’ll be doing any more wrestling 
in the States. In Europe, they’re more respectful 
of older wrestlers. In America, they look at you and 
they’re like, ‘You old fart, you stink. You’re useless.’ 

I’ll never wrestle here again. I’d like to go to Germany 
and do a retirement match or a legends match, 
maybe somewhere like Hannover where I worked 
half my life. I’ve got a couple of matches left in me.” 



Taylor and William Regal 
made for a formidable 
veteran team in WWE 


And while he didn’t think of himself as a veteran 
until working in the U.S, Taylor’s attitude to a potential 
final bout mirrors back to that of his original teachers. 

‘‘I don’t want to be wrestling some young guy and 
having to slap them or fight them because they want 
to get their shit in. 

‘‘I want to wrestle somebody who can work.” 
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Finally, the 
fight between 
undefeated World 
champion Floyd 
Mayweather 
Jr and Manny 
Pacquiao Is on 



Especially in his 
home country of 
The Philippines, 
Manny Pacquiao 
is more than just 
a sports star 



It may seem like at least five years too late, but with Floyd Mayweather Jr. versus Manny Pacquiao now booked for 
May 2, Will Cooling looks down the long and winding road toward making the biggest money fight of all-time. 


If there is one thing you can bet on this year, 
it’s that May 2, 2015 will play host to the 
biggest money fight of all-time, as Floyd 
Mayweather Jr. and Manny Pacquiao will 
finally meet inside the boxing ring. Both 
fighters found themselves rocketed to 
superstardom with victories over the last 
man to endear himself to the American 
public through his exploits at the Olympics, 
but even Oscar De La Hoya couldn’t bring 
them together when everyone was baying 
for this contest in 2010. 

Why viewers will shell out record amounts 
in gate receipts and pay-per-view purchases, 
and why it’s taken so long to make such 
a dream match, says everything about 
promoting combat sports. 

WHY WE WANTED IT 

When a pundit or promoter begins talking 
about making matches, it’s not long before 
you hear the cliche that “styles makes 
fights’’. It’s a way of explaining that boxing 
is to a certain extent a game of Rock, Paper, 
Scissors. Muhammad Ali’s bouts with Joe 
Frazier and George Foreman offer a good 


example: Ali liked to fight from distance, 
and therefore struggled to overcome 
Frazier’s ability to stay inside and punish 
his body, whereas the brawler Foreman 
overwhelmed Frazier but lacked the finesse 
to consistently catch and put away Ali. 

“Miguel Cotto went the distance with 
Mayweather, but didn’t go the distance with 
Manny,’’ said Pacquiao’s trainer, Freddie 
Roach, using today’s example. “That Tighter 
A-fighter B’ logic is way too simple; Manny is 
a whole different animal. Styles make fights. 
Every fight is different.” 

What is sometimes overlooked is that 
“styles makes fights” is also a key element 
of the intrigue surrounding Mayweather 
versus Pacquiao; it defines the roles of the 
two men involved, and creates a natural 
dynamic. Much like Ricky Steamboat, there 
is no way Manny Pacquiao could be anything 
other than a babyface; he is softly spoken, 
maintains a respectful public image, and 
fights like an absolute demon. 

“He’s a boxer, a puncher, a mover, a 
champion in [eight] weight divisions,” 
explained former WBC heavyweight 


champion Lennox Lewis. “He doesn’t stand 
there and take shots. He throws that wicked 
jab, and is so quick to dodge trouble. 

“Manny Pacquiao has connected with the 
people of his home country, the Philippines, 
to the point where he’s almost like a god. The 
people have rallied behind him, and feel like 
they’re part of him, because they can see his 
talent, his dedication, his grace and his class.” 

At his best, Pacquiao’s warrior instinct 
cannot be denied, as he’s constantly moving 
forward, looking to land a big punch, and is 
not afraid to take one. His opponent is much 
more pragmatic, and few disagreed with 
former Don King attorney Michael Marley 
when he wryly asked that viewers “give 
the boys over in Central Casting a hip-hip- 
hooray and a pat on the back for a job well 
done. We needed a Mr Nasty, a villainous 
villain, to cast opposite the guy in the white 
hat, the hero, Manny Pacquiao. We needed 
a real heel, the kind of bad character who 
you can easily love to hate... Enter, Floyd 
Mayweather Jr, the great I am.” 

Indeed, Mayweather acts every inch the 
heel outside of the ring, be it in badmouthing 




(3)New_Pronnetheus @MayweathervsPac I think the 
fighters that has the better training camp wiii win. 
Right now it iooks iike @FioydMayweather is ieading. 


his opponents or garishly flaunting his wealth, but 
it’s important not to overlook that how he fights is 
just as likely to cause consternation. Mayweather 
has turned caution inside the squared circle into 
an art form, always looking to land single punches 
from distance rather than use his fast hands to put 
together combinations, to the extent that in 2011, 
one American commentator quipped that no-one 
had seen him put punches together since Tony Blair 
was Prime Minister. He is a master of hitting without 
being hit, using his speed and technique to leave his 
opponent looking impotent and lead-footed. 

Mayweather so good at fighting off the back foot 
that the average fan is forced to recognise his brilliance 
while still believing that if somebody could just stay 
close enough for long enough to land a good shot, 
then he’d finally get the beating that he’s appeared to 
deserve for the majority of his 47 career fights to date. 
All his biggest shows have rested to some extent on 
this dynamic, with the relative flops being his matches 
with smaller fighters like Juan Manuel Marquez, 
Roberto Guerrero and Marcos Maidana, for which 
few people believed the opponent had the power 
to punish Mayweather should he make a rare error. 

By all rights, Pacquiao belongs in that category 
as well. He’s both the smaller boxer and hasn’t won 
by knockout since 2009. But, at his peak, no fighter 
was more capable of dishing out a sustained beating 
to an opponent, even to highly-regarded competitors 
such as Miguel Cotto, and much larger ones like 
Antonio Margarito. 

Of course, those fights were a long time ago. 

WHY WE DIDN’T GET IT 

When the bell finally rings for the most lucrative 
fight in boxing history, it will have been six years 
since May 2, 2009, when Mayweather tried to 
upstage Manny Pacquiao’s second round knockout 
of Ricky Hatton by announcing that he was coming 
out of a 21-month retirement. Both men would 
play their roles perfectly over the coming period: 
after blitzing Hatton, Pacquiao pulverised Miguel 
Cotto over 34 long minutes in what is still his most 
impressive victory. Meanwhile, Mayweather showed 
a tremendous lack of class by paying $600,000 to 
come in overweight against an already undersized 
Juan Manuel Marquez. His victory underlined how he 
would take every possible shortcut to achieve victory. 

This was undoubtedly the point at which interest 
in Mayweather versus Pacquiao peaked. Pacquiao 
couldn’t have looked better, with a remarkable three 
successive knockouts against larger opponents 
appearing to show the speed to catch Mayweather, 
and the power to punish him. It was no wonder that 
December was dominated by rumours that the 
contest was about to be made, and talking to Yahoo! 
Sports, Pacquiao’s promoter Bob Arum went as far 
as to claim that a contract had been signed. 

“We have a contract that they sent us and all the 
terms have been agreed to, [so] all this that’s been 
going on - ‘Bob Arum doesn’t want it’ and ‘I’m 
entitled to this and that’ - is all bullshit... This isn’t 
something I wrote and passed out. Their lawyer 
did this and sent it to us.’’ 

Naturally, Mayweather’s people denied Arum’s 
account, but talks reached an advanced stage. 


Mayweather plays up to the idea that 
money and fame are driving forces for him 
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“When the bell finally rings, it will have been 
six years since May 2, 2009, when Mayweather 
tried to upstage Pacquiao’s fight with Ricky 
Hatton by announcing that he was coming 
out of retirement” 

How serious either side was about making the 
fight is open to question, but the manner that the 
negotiations broke down was nothing short of a 
disgrace, as Arum announced on January 6 that the 
deal had collapsed over a disagreement regarding 
drug testing. Mayweather explained the issue a 
couple of days later. 

“Before the mediation, my team proposed a 
14-day, no blood testing window leading up to the 
fight, but it was rejected. I am still proposing the 
14-day window, but he is still unwilling to agree to it, 
even though this is obviously a fair compromise on 
my part, as I wanted the testing to be up until the 
fight and he wanted a 30-day cut-off... I am ready 
to fight and sign the contract. Manny needs to stop 
making his excuses [and] step up and fight.” 

Pacquiao eventually received an out of court 
settlement for Mayweather’s repeated insinuations 
that he was on performance enhancing drugs. 

However, his behaviour was extremely suspicious; 
his camp would claim that the tattooed boxer was 
afraid of needles, and that despite all boxers being 
made to take pre-fight blood tests to screen for 
diseases such as hepatitis, the proposed drug tests 
were unreasonable because they would weaken 
him. What made it all the worse was that while there 
wasn’t and isn’t any evidence that Pacquiao is or was 
ever been a drugs cheat, he had moved up in weight 
and maintained his knockout power. 

The effect would be to tarnish Pacquiao’s image 
and entrench a chasm between the two men that 
never seemed close to being bridged. The match 
that everyone wanted was left unmade, and yet 
the sky did not fall in on either competitor. 

WHY THEY WEREN’T PUNISHED 

The natural response to hearing that Mayweather 
versus Pacquiao was signed, sealed and soon to be 



Advisor Leonard Ellerbe has helped Mayweather become the highest-paid athlete in sports 



Mayweatheds bout with delivered was to ask what took them so long, but the 
Roberto Guerrero was a more pertinent question is to wonder why each side 
wake-up call for Showtime agreed to the fight now. Far from being damaged by 

the failure to deliver the bout six years ago, boxing 
went on a run of incredible pay-per-view business, and 
after the false start of Pacquiao’s lacklustre decision 
win over Joshua Clottey in March 2010, six successive 
events featuring one of either man attracted more 
than one million buys. By contrast, in the same time 
period, only one boxing match featuring neither man 
did anywhere nearly half that amount. 

Whereas a 2010 meeting would have crowned 
either Mayweather or Pacquiao the sport’s biggest 
star, and almost certainly greatly diminished the 
other’s drawing power, by avoiding this boxing got 
to keep both on a level that only Mike Tyson, Oscar 
De La Hoya and Brock Lesnar have ever reached 
on pay-per-view. Keeping them separate also had 
another benefit in that it meant both fighters could 
make more money; while outrageous, their fights 
were doing so well that they could insist on being 
paid four or five times more than their opponent, 
and still give the latter a career high pay-day. 

This perfect business model couldn’t last 
forever. Two changes forced the camps to make 
the fight; firstly, Pacquiao’s form deteriorated, with 
a lacklustre May 2011 victory against Shane Mosley 

“Fans have waited so long to see Mayweather 
and Pacquiao square off that few will be put 
off by the pay-per-view price of $100 in the U.S 
and the comparatively cheap £19.99 in the UK” 


being followed by him escaping with a dubious 
decision victory after a tough trilogy match against 
long-time rival Juan Miguel Marquez, that even his 
then training partner, Amir Khan, thought he had 
lost. A decision to not re-match boxing’s biggest 
bout of 2011 was at first made to look foolish when 
Pacquiao dropped an equally controversial decision 
to unfancied lightweight Timothy Bradley in June 
2012, but then seemed more astute when Marquez 
blitzed the Filipino six months later. From that point 
on, Pacquiao ceased to be a major attraction in his 
own right, and with the exception of a re-match 
with Bradley, he stopped fighting top-ranked 
welterweights, competed outside the U.S, and did 
poorly on pay-per-view. In fact, his most recent bout, 
against Chris Algeri, was purchased by less North 
American households than a WrestleMania XXX 
undermined by the launch of the WWE Network. 

Luckily for him, at the same time the pressure on 
Mayweather to make a deal was increasing. In 2013, 
his management persuaded American premium 
cable station Showtime to give him the biggest 
contract in sports history, widely reported to be 
around $200million for six fights. Unsurprisingly, 
Mayweather’s advisor, Leonard Ellerbe, was ecstatic. 

“So bottom line, HBO was outgunned. They came 
to a gun fight with a knife,” he said bombastically. 

“At the end of the day, it’s business; Floyd has had 
a fantastic relationship over the last [16] years with 
HBO, but he’s moving on. He made the decision 
based on what was best for him and his family. 
Showtime/CBS really stepped up and made it 
crystal clear that they wanted Floyd Mayweather.” 

It was a move that would be familiar to those 
who know the story of the incredible deal that Hulk 
Hogan signed to jump to WCW in 1994. The mistake 
Showtime made was that rather than increasing the 
proportion of the profits that Mayweather got to 
keep, it guaranteed him a cash amount per fight. 

This meant that it could broadcast some of the 
biggest pay-per-views in history, yet still lose money. 
The depths of the miscalculation were laid bare in 
the first fight of the deal, when Mayweather’s May 
2013 bout against Roberto Guerrero was purchased 
by around one million households in North America. 
That would make it one of the biggest shows in 
history, but Showtime is not believed to have made 
enough on pay-per-view to even cover Mayweather’s 
salary. The pressure thus began with a dig from 
Pacquiao’s promoter. Bob Arum, who cattily 
remarked, “If I were Showtime and I was taking 
losses as big as I am on Mayweather fights, I wouldn’t 
be happy. But who knows, maybe they have a bunch 
of masochists running the company.” 

To be fair. Showtime wasn’t exactly standing 
around and taking it. They reacted to the Guerrero 
fiasco by banging the necessary heads together to 
have Mayweather face undefeated Mexican light- 
middleweight Saul Alvarez, who was younger, bigger 
and stronger than Mayweather, with an exciting style 
that made him a credible threat and a hero to the 
Hispanic audience that drives the boxing business 
in America. The efforts were greatly rewarded with 
the fight being purchased by more than two million 
households in North America, generating more 
revenue than any match in combat sports history. 




@TalkinBoxing Truth is Pac-May type fights was 
the norm - the best USED to fight the best. Its a 
shame boxng fans had to wait so long! 


Alas, normal service was resumed after 
Mayweather’s victory, with Showtime almost certainly 
losing money on his two bouts with Marcos Maidana. 
The lesson was clear: the only way Showtime could 
make good on their investment in Mayweather was 
to match him up against the sport’s biggest names. 

And there was only one such name left. 

WHY WE’RE GETTING IT NOW 

The contest being served up now is very different to 
that which could have occurred in 2010. Pacquiao’s 
in-ring losses and diminished drawing power now 
clearly positions him as the second name on the 
marquee, and whereas there was still tremendous 
debate about who was the “pound-for-pound king 
of boxing” five years ago, today it is clearly a case of 
Pacquiao challenging Mayweather. This is recognised 
in the fact that the deal has shifted from a 50-50 
split to Mayweather making more money - reputedly 
$100m for this fight alone. 

There is, however, still enough juice to make this the 
biggest money match of all-time. Firstly, to a certain 
extent the fight will draw on the memory of what it 
would have meant five years ago. Fans have waited 
so long to see Mayweather and Pacquiao square off 
that few will be put off by the pay-per-view price of 
$100 in the U.S and the comparatively cheap £19.99 
in the UK. 

Furthermore, although the financial statistics will 
likely envelop it, as is the standard for Mayweather 
fights, this is still a big in-ring encounter. It’s not the 
second Bernard Hopkins versus Roy Jones Jr bout, 
which was delayed long after it ceased to be relevant, 
but more like Hulk Hogan versus Ric Flair at Bash 
At The Beach 1994, in that while it would’ve been 
bigger if it had been done a few years earlier, these 
are still the two biggest names in the sport. Ever since 
he struggled to break down a faded Shane Mosley, 
who went against his natural style by fighting off the 
back foot, only hope leads to the belief that Pacquiao 
has the skillset to beat Mayweather. He looked 
superhuman in 2008-09, but deep down, he is too 
small and unrefined; he doesn’t have doesn’t have 
the knockout power to capitalise on any Mayweather 
mistakes, and doesn’t have the technical skills to 
impress the judges. But paradoxically, given how 
Mayweather struggled to evade being drawn into 
exchanges with Miguel Cotto and Marcos Madiana, 
there’s more reason than ever to believe that it’s 
going to be entertaining. 

The long odds on a Pacquiao victory are further be 
cancelled out by the fact that this encounter is too big 
to fail. In the world of combat sports, boxing is in the 
privileged position of having its big matches garner 
major coverage. Whereas the end of kayfabe has 
stopped the media from covering pro wrestling for 
anything other than cheap website clicks, and MMA is 
such a young sport that it lacks friends in high places, 
the top boxing matches will get big coverage from TV 
stations, websites and newspapers across the world. 
Everything about how this fight is being organised 
is focused on making it so huge that it generates a 
centre of gravity that pulls people towards buying 
it. Charging $5,000 for ringside tickets and $1,000 
for the cheap seats and pulling in as many celebrities 
as possible is all designed to push the message that 



this is a can’t-miss event that trescends sport. It is 
a blockbuster fight, and in many ways it replicates 
how Hollywood promotes its biggest movies. As film 
critic Mark Kermode explained, there’s a formula to 
ensuring a movie succeeds. 

“If you spend enough money, bag an A-list star 
and pile on the spectacle, the chances are your 
movie will not lose money, regardless of how smart 
or dumb it may be.” 

Mayweather versus Pacquiao is clearly being 
built around that premise, so while we can all debate 
whether it has come too late, or if Pacquiao is even 
still the greatest threat to the undefeated champion, 
the reality is that the men behind the scenes will make 
sure that by fight night, these doubts are drowned 
out by the crescendo of hype. 

And with this, the truth is clear: boxing gambled on 
disappointing its fans for years on Mayweather versus 
Pacquiao, and called it right in doing so. 

“It turned out that we’re doing the fight at the right 
time, I guess,” concluded Bob Arum. “Not that we're 
genuises for waiting this long.” 
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explosive interview about racism 
and poor pay in WWE 

■ She’s the company’s best, but FSM 
wonders why WWE doesn’t feel as 
strongly about Natalya 

■ As PCW gets set to welcome ROH to 
the UK, FSM finds out what makes 
the group tick 


ISSUE113-DEC2014 

■As sting debuts in WWE, FSM 
wonders what it means for both 
he and WrestieMania XXI 

■ Rockstar Spud talks to FSM about his 
life in wrestling, and his love for TNA 

■ After years of plans gone awry, 

AAA is back in the mainstream. FSM 
examines the group’s 1990s peak 

■ With Brock Lesnar absent from TV, 
FSM finds out about belt-making 

■ FSM talks to Chris Jericho about what 
wrestlers can learn from rock stars 


ISSUE 114-JAN 2015 

■ After Survivor Series, FSM implores 
WWE to have faith in DolphZiggler 

■ FSM presents the first Fighting Spirit 
50 -a rundown of the best pro 
wrestlers in 2014 

■ FSM suggests 10 ways in which 
Impact Wrestling can improve on 
Destination America 

■ Dixie Carter explains how she is 
committed to taking TNA to the top 

■ FSM tells the story of how Sami 
Zayn finally captured NXTgold 


ISSUE 115 -FEB 2014 

■ With The Royal Rumble imminent, 
FSM questions WWE’s choice of 
new star, Roman Reigns 

■ FSM considers CM Punk’s chances 
intheUFC 

■The results of the FSM Reader 
Awards are published, highlighting 
your best bits of 2014 

■ FSM brings you the Alternative 
Review of the Year 

■ FSM remembers the late Eddie 
Gilbert - one of the sport’s enigmas 


ISSUE 116 -MAR 2014 

■ FSM examines the issues plaguing 
WWE, and argues it would be 
better off without Vince McMahon 

■ Daniel Bryan talks to FSM about his 
recovery from neck surgery, and his 
goal for WrestieMania XXXI 

■ Now that Shinsuke Nakamura has 
grabbed worldwide attention, FSM 
examines his life and career 

■ New fans may know him only from 
NXT, but FSM explains how William 
Regal is the UK’s finest all-rounder 


ISSUE 117 -APR 2014 

■ FSM previews pro wrestling’s 
biggest show of 2015, WrestieMania 

■ On the event’s anniversary, 
FSM counts down the greatest 
WrestieMania matches of all-time 

■ FSM investigates the success of 
Charlotte, and ponders if she’ll be 
brought up to the main roster 

■ Bobby Lashley tells FSM why he is 
better than he ever was in WWE 

■ FSM remembers the late Scottish 
grappling legend. Drew McDonald 














backissues 



ISSUE070-AUG2011 

■ FSM looks back on Daniel Bryan's 
first full year in WWE 

■ How Alex Riley has made the most 
of his chances 

■ TN A's X-Diy ision gets a resurgence, 
and its own PPV 

■ How Austin Aries has taken the 
TNA chance that he was previously 
denied 

■ Is Pro Wrestling NOAH relying too 
heavily on KentaKobashi? 

■ FSM profiles Jim Londos 


ISSUE071-SEPT2011 

■ FSM exclusively interviews 
the one and only "Stone Cold" 
Steye Austin! 

■ How Crimson has torn through 
the TNA roster, but hasn't 
convinced the fans 

■ FSM looks back on Mark Henry's 
15 years in WWE 

■ How the post-9/11 Smackdown 
raised a nation 

■ FSM toasts Jim Cornette's 50th 
birthday with a special article 


ISSUE072-0CT2011 

■ FSM talks to sting, in what 
is the former WCW and TNA 
champion's most in-depth 
interview ever! 

■ How Sheamus has made his way 
back to the top of WWE 

■ FSM chats to Natalya about her 
blossoming career 

■ How Newcastle's PAC has 
become a worldwide star 

■ FSM explores the life of the late 
“Gentleman” Chris Adams 


ISSUE 073-N0V 2011 


■ How WWE is to blame for the 
fans' love-hate relationship with 
John Cena 

■ FSM gets in-depth with Mickie 
James 

■ Has Bobby Roode's title chance 
gone after Bound For Glory? 

■ How "Nature Boy" Ric Flair ran riot 
in the WWE 

■ FSM looks back at the history of 
catch wrestling, from the mines of 
Wigan to the world of MMA 


ISSUE 074 - DEC 2011 ISSUE 075 - JAN 2012 ISSUE 076 - FEB 2012 ISSUE 077 - MAR 2012 

■ FSM ponders 2011 in the I ife of The ■ FSM reviews The Rock's comeback ■ FSM breaks down Chris Jericho's ■ FSM interviews the legendary 

Big Show, and suggests that it's his at Survivor Series, and looks at his returntoWWE HulkHogan 

best year yet feud with John Cena ■Looking back at the year that ■ How teleyision has influenced pro 

■ How Kevin Nash's pragmatism has ■ How Zack Ryder has turned from was 2011 wrestling, and continues to do so 

made him few friends zero to hero in WWE ■How Wade Barrett’s grounding ■ Why PWG is the most entertaining 

■ FSM speaks to TNA World ■Dave Batista sits down to chat helped him back to the top of WWE indy going 

heavyweight champion Bobby about his career in wrestling ■ FSM analyses the WWE Network ■ How Hiroshi Tanahashi turned his 

Roode about his career ■FSM examines the magnificent ■FSM traces the storied history of the NJPW career around 

■ How Kevin Steen has become the career ofThe Road Warriors ECW Arena ■Why PRIDE EC was the true darling 

talkoftheindys ■How the 1990s in All Japan Pro ■How Brock Lesnar stole the UFC oftheMMAfan 

■ And FSM looks back on the history Wrestling was among the greatest show in seven spectacular fights ■ FSM reviews UFC Undisputed 5 

of WWE videogames decades in history 
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ISSUE086-DEC2012 

■ FSM talks to Booker T about WCW, 
WWE, and his brawl with Batista 

■Why Randy Orton has been 
missing from WWE main events, 
and what it means for his career 

■ How Paul Heyman came to be one 
of the great minds in wrestling 

■ FSM examines Jeff Hardy's options 
for20B 

■ FSM interviews Ricky Hatton, Frank 
Shamrock and Terry Funk about 
coming out of retirement 


ISSUE 087 -JAN 2013 

■ FSM compares WWE's stars to their 
predecessors with statistical data 

■ FSM talks to James Storm about 
TNA, and his hopes for the future 

■Why Vince McMahon relies on 
himself when the chips are down 

■ FSM looks back on the period that 
spawned “The Smackdown Six” 

■ Neither babyface nor heel, FSM 
looks at the role of the tweener 

■ FSM delves into the career of the 
one and only Giant Haystacks 


ISSUE088-FEB2013 

■ FSM examines CM Punk's year-long 
run as WWE champion 

■ In perhaps the most remarkable 
article in FSM history, Michelle 
Billington writes a personal account 
of her life with The Dynamite Kid 

■ FSM talks to Edge about his new 
career after WWE 

■ As British Bootcamp begins, FSM 
gets to know the participants 

■Why is pro wrestling always 
labelled as being in bad taste? 


ISSUE 089-MAR 2013 

■ FSM gears up for The Rock's 
challenge of CM Punk 

■You have your say with the results 
of the FSM Reader Awards 2012 

■ How Antonio Cesaro is entirely 
deserving of his WWE stardom 

■ On its 25‘f' anniversary, FSM recalls 
Hogan ys. Andre on NBC 

■ Why there could neyer be another 
wrestler like the original Sheik 

■ Steye Austin recalls what it took for 
him to become a top WWE star 


ISSUE 090-APR 2013 

■ In his most open interview ever, 
FSM gets to grips with Hulk Hogan 

■ How the wrestling world reacted to 
Cena, Rock, and The Royal Rumble 

■ FSM goes on tour with TNA 

■ How a deeper understanding of 
comedy and tragedy can help fans 
appreciate the art of pro wrestling 

■ FSM explains why El Generico is one 
of the sport's top babyfaces 

■ How Mark Rocco helped to reinvent 
British wrestling in the 1970s 


ISSUE 091-MAY2013 

■Why a John Cena title win at 
WrestleMania doesn't haye to 
be a bad thing 

■ Hulk Hogan sets the record staight 
on Bret Hart, Randy Savage, and 
The Ultimate Warrior 

■ Steve Austin tells FSM about his first 
WWE title win 

■ How The Undertaker became the 
leader of the WWE locker-room 

■ FSM examines the career of pro 
wrestling legend, Harley Race 


ISSUE 092-MAY/JUNE2013 

■All the WrestleMania XXIX action 

■ FSM talks to Goldust about his 
remarkable career 

■ How The Shield’s booking is sure to 
make them stars for years to come 

■ Why NXT stand-out Paige will make 
a difference to the Diyas division 

■ How Mr Perfect charmed the world 
as one of its elite pro wrestlers 

■ FSM examines the difficulties that 
deaf people encounter as workers 
and fans of pro wrestling 


ISSUE 093-JUNE 2013 

■ Can WWE keep Brock Lesnar’s 
momentum going ’til WrestleMania? 

■ FSM talks to William Regal and Dixie 
Carter about their respective roles in 
WWE and TNA, and what the future 
holds for both companies 

■ Why pro wrestling should capitalise 
on its geek culture following 

■ How Bill Goldberg became a top 
star of the Monday Night Wars 

■ FSM chronicles the career of the 
one and onlyJushinLiger 



ISSUE102- FEB 2014 

■ Find out who triumphed in the 
annual FSM Reader Awards! 

■ As Batista returns to WWE, FSM 
ponders plans for The Animal 

■ Wrestlers and fans alike share their 
memories ofThe Royal Rumble 

■ How the WWE national expansion 
changed pro wrestling forever 

■ FSM grills Magnus about his road to 
the TNA World title 

■ In an incendiary interview, Ryback 
lays out his plans for 2014 


ISSUE 103 -MAR 2014 

■ FSM looks back at the career of 
Bray Wyatt, prior to his match 
with John Cena at WrestleMania 

■ How pay-per-view may be a thing 
of the past thanks to WWE Network 

■ FSM examines the long-forgotten 
early career of the late Mae Young 

■ How ECW’sTheNightThe Line Was 
Crossed was a watershed moment 
for the Philadelphia group 

■ FSM profiles the patriarch of the 
Knight family, Ricky Knight 


ISSUE104-APR2014 

■ FSM explains how this year’s 
WrestleMania is the most risky 
since the first in 1985 

■ FSM digs into courtroom papers 
to examine The Ultimate Warrior’s 
relationship with Vince McMahon 

■ Shawn Michaels chats about the 
lesser-known stories in his career 

■ FSM ponders whether TNA can 
change the fortunes Samoa Joe 

■ Bret Hart discusses the influence of 
the British scene on his career 


ISSUE 105-MAY2014 

■ FSM examines The Shield and its 
prospects, both as a group and as 
future singles stars 

■ FSM looks at the post-WrestleMania 
period, in which WWE will bring in 
fresh talent from NXT 

■ Talking up the new talent in TNA, 
and how they’ye been giyen the 
licence to develop their characters 

■ FSM recalls Spring Stampede 1999, 
which was arguably WCW’s last 
great pay-per-view 


ISSUE106-JUN2014 

■ FSM assesses Daniel Bryan’s role 
now that he is finally WWE World 
heavyweight champion 

■ Remembering the late Ultimate 
Warrior to discover why he remains 
the personification of sports 
entertainment 

■ Paige chats with FSM about her 
Divas title victory 

■ Examining The Undertaker’s Streak, 
and how bookers have handled the 
end of legendary reigns 


ISSUE 107-JUL 2014 

■ FSM investigates CM Punk’s past to 
explain why he has now retired 

■ Why becoming the bearer of bad 
news has finally led to something 
good for Wade Barrett 

■ FSM examines the TV persona of 
Stephanie McMahon-Levesque 

■ FSM recalls Steye Austin ys. The 
Undertaker, and their record TV 
rating of 15 years ago 

■ Eric Young describes what winning 
the TNA World title meant to him 


ISSUE108-AUG2014 

■ FSM looks at Rusev, as WWE 
tweaks the narrative of the Russian 
heel of the 1980s 

■ FSM examines The Usos, who have 
risen up the card to become one of 
WWE’s best babyface acts 

■ FSM talks to Gunner, who explains 
what his life was like in the 
Marine Corps 

■ "Rowdy" Roddy Piper offers the 
benefit of his experience to 
wrestlers starting in the business 


ISSUE109-SEPT2014 

■ FSM argues the time is right for 
Brock Lesnar to take the WWE 
World heavyweight title 

■Why some rulebreakershave 
adopted babyface characteristics 
in today’s pro wrestling 

■ FSM looks back on the career of 
Ricochet, who arguably should 
be starring in WWE today 

■Veteran promoter Brian Dixon 
describes how he broke in to pro 
wrestling atjustlByearsofage 
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INFORMATION: - Blu Ray Region: B • Distributor: Fremantle Media • Price: £22.99 • Other info: 527 mins • Release: Out now • Weblink: www.WWEDVD.co.uk 



WWE ULTIMATE WARRIOR: 
ALWAYS BELIEVE 


On the one-year anniversary of the 
death of Jinn “The Ultimate Warrior” 
Hellwig, WWE has paid tribute with 
a new compendium of his career. 

The set starts in heartbreaking 
fashion, with an emotional Dana 
Warrior talking about the legacy of 
her late husband. It’s set against the backdrop of 
previously unseen photographs of his family, and 
two in particular, of Warrior with his young children, 
hit home that for all that wrestling fans hurt at 
losing one of their heroes, it is nothing compared to 
the grief that his family endured. 

The rest of the feature is an extended version 
of the sublime Warrior - The Ultimate Legend 
documentary that aired on the WWE Network 
last year. Obviously, it’s a more favourable review 
of his career than 2005’s hatchet job - which now 
seems a particularly heinous act on WWE’s part - 
and there is plenty of footage of him re-engaging 
with the company, the lead-up to his Hall of Fame 
induction, and his meeting with former foes. It all 
adds up to one of the very best pieces WWE has 
ever produced. 

Many of the included bouts would be considered 
squash matches. Of the more competitive battles. 
The Ultimate Warrior and “Hacksaw” Jim Duggan 
versus Andre The Giant and “Ravishing” Rick 
Rude is a good, fun fight, as is a 1989 singles effort 
against Rude from the Meadowlands Arena. Andre 
was always said not be a fan of The Warrior, and 
is in a belligerent mood, offering his opponent 
little during their March 1990 contest, while a 
SummerSlam 1988 re-match with The Honky Tonk 
Man from the Boston Garden is a short, enjoyable 
showing. Rick Martel makes Warrior look every bit 
the star during their fine April 1991 collision. 

Papa Shango and Skinner offer little challenge 
during Warrior’s 1992 comeback, but a tag match 
with “Macho Man” Randy Savage against The 
Nasty Boys has more substance. The final bouts 


are from Raw in 1996, against Isaac Yankem and 
then Owen Hart. Neither are little more than basic 
TV contests, although “The King of Harts” does 
create a lot more movement. 

The Warrior’s interview style is either loved 
or loathed by viewers, and included here is a 
whopping 160 minutes of promos from throughout 
his career. Even the most devout of fans will need 
more than a few attempts to work through, but 
there’s some great nostalgic moments, including 
as he talks from behind the blue-barred cage in 
preparation for the SummerSlam VO main event. 

THE REAL WARRIOR 

The Blu-ray exclusives include a number anecdotes 
by Dana Warrior. They paint a picture of the 
difference between Warrior’s public and private 
personas, and a story of him being scared to ride 
rollercoasters at Disney World is in stark contrast to 
the spaceship riding character from Parts Unknown 
that millions of fans loved from TV. His daughters 
talk about their pride in watching WrestleMania Vi 
with their father, and his youngest, Mattigan, seems 
to have an interest in one day following her father’s 
career path, as Natalya takes the time to have a 
deconstructed match with her in a WWE ring. 

Of the bonus bouts, a 1986 WCCW match 
between The Dingo Warrior and Rick Rude is 
a nod to the future, while the WrestleMania Vi 
battle versus Hulk Hogan is included from the 
hard camera only, offering a little more of the live 
experience in the SkyDome. A Warrior and Legion 
of Doom bout against Demolition is a fast-paced 
encounter, featuring a dream team of the time. 

Overall, Always Believe would be worth the price 
alone for the documentary. With the addition of 
some rare matches and private photographs from 
the Warrior family archive, however, this is a must- 
own document that will bring fans closer to the 
man than they ever could have dreamed. 

COLIN HOLMES 




1. A wonderful documentary 
is backed up by hours of extra 
features 2 . Photographs of Warrior 
with his family paint a different 
picture of the man 3 . Warrior 
found a kindred spirit in “Macho 
Man” Randy Savage 


"Obviously, Always 
Believe is a more 
favourable review of 
The Ultimate 
Warrior's career than 
2005’s hatchet job, 
which now seems a 
particularly heinous 
act on the 
part of WWE" 
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WWE THE ROAD TO JERICHO 



1. The Road To Jericho benefits 
from a different format to the 
previous compilation, Breaking 
The Code 2 . Jericho battles Rey 
Hysteric in two matches on the 
Blu-ray edition 


"An excellent match 
from March 1998 
positions Jericho as 
a heel opposite the 
no-nonsense Dean 
Malenko, In which 
the transitions and 
technical manoeuvres 
exhibited add up to 
quite the clinic’” 


A second WWE connpilation on 
Chris Jericho in a relatively short 
space of time may appear a little 
unnecessary to some fans, but 
in practice, this Blu-ray feels 
remarkably fresh. It’s worth bearing 
in mind that the 44-year-old both 
spent his full-time career free of the sort of injuries 
that benched other stars, and was also called 
upon to contribute lengthy contests on a frequent 
basis. Furthermore, this set is formatted differently, 
with Jericho breaking up the matches with often 
interesting introductions, as he’s interviewed in 
the unique setting of the back of his limousine. 

If there’s a notable weakness on The Road To 
Jericho, it’s in glossing over the non-WWE material. 
ECW is represented by one solitary contest with 
Pitbull #2, although it’s a fine one that stands in 
sharp contrast to much of Y2J’s later work. On the 
other end of the spectrum, there’s a WCW tussle 
with Ultimo Dragon from Bash At The Beach that 
doesn’t have the crowd’s interest, but certainly 
holds up as a brilliant, athletic effort. An excellent 
match from March 1998 also positions Jericho as 
a heel opposite the no-nonsense Dean Malenko, 
in which the transitions and technical manoeuvres 
exhibited add up to quite the clinic. There’s plenty 
of room for highspots too, such as Malenko’s 
risky gutbuster from the top, which rattles the 
spectators almost as much as his opponent. 

THE ROAD LESS TRAVELLED 

Refreshingly, the set turns its attention to 
WWE matches that haven’t been regurgitated 
relentlessly. Thus, a 2001 scrap with Booker T 
is unexpected, and demonstrates the surprising 
chemistry between them, even if it isn’t a patch 
on their later Raw feud. Rebellion 2001 boasts 
Jericho going one-on-one with Kurt Angle in a 
clash few will remember, while Triple-H pops up 
in a fine 2002 Smackdown match that also isn’t 
as famous as their other encounters. A Triple 
Threat tag match from Madison Square Garden 
is nothing special, but an extremely nice rarity, 
while a dark match with John Cena is also included, 
along with a 2005 joust against Edge. Sadly, 
a risible finish dilutes the impact of the strong 
underdog story told in Jericho’s Last Man Standing 
battle with Kane from Armageddon 2000. 

One of Jericho’s favourite opponents is Jeff 
Hardy (“I understand how he works, how he 
thinks”) and their February 10, 2003 bout is 
another overlooked gem. Jericho expresses a 
hint of regret that he didn’t get to work more with 
Steve Austin, and their June 4, 2001 Raw clash in 
Minneapolis exists in something of a time capsule, 
being crammed with interference and shenanigans 
while remaining exciting stuff. Jericho’s 2009 mask 
versus title clash with Rey Mysterio is a furious 




barn-burner from start to finish, which harks back 
to Jericho’s pre-WCW days. On this occasion, 
Mysterio’s high-flying steals the show, but it’s 
impressive seeing Jericho pull out unusual moves 
and provide the base for a wild double springboard 
moonsault. Jericho’s re-telling of Vince McMahon’s 
claim that nobody cared about Rey’s mask, 
however, is as mind-blowing as the match. 

Three years on, Jericho’s Extreme Rules WWE 
title match with CM Punk is still thrilling. Emanating 
from Chicago, the crowd heat is off the charts 
for this Streetfight, and Jericho obviously values 
his contests with Punk, as evidenced by a second 
inclusion. Punk’s Payback 2013 return in his home 
city, being among the extras. Other Blu-ray 
additional features include tussles with Christian, 
Mysterio, and a stunning contest with Evan Bourne. 

The set concludes with Jericho’s latest run, 
highlighted by battles with Bray Wyatt and 
Randy Orton from Raw and Night Of Champions 
respectively. 

Jericho is a little more kind to Vince McMahon 
and Triple-H than he was throughout his second 
autobiography. Still, he at least brings up tricky 
subjects, particularly discussing X-Pac being 
positioned to spoon-feed him through his early 
WWF days. Viewing the pair’s Cage match on this 
release is thus genuinely eye-opening, and helps 
the viewer appreciate some of the innovative 
touches that both guys contributed. 

Obviously, the previous Jericho compilation. 
Breaking The Code, was much more 
comprehensive, containing a documentary and 
several key matches from Chris Jericho’s career. It 
also gobbled up his best efforts opposite one of his 
more natural rivals, Shawn Michaels. However, Road 
To Jericho does provide a superb accompaniment, 
and as a collection of less-remembered bouts is an 
excellent reminder of some of the great work that 
the Winnipeg native produced, even if the WWE 
hype was focused elsewhere. 

MICHAEL CAMPBELL 
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PWG BLACK COLE SUN 


PWG rounds off another 
critically acclainned year 
with Black Cole Sun, in a 
not so subtle nod to the 
1994 Soundgarden track. 
ACH, Rich Swann and AR 
Fox battle Bobby Fish, Chuck 
Taylor and Johnny Gargano in match one, 
in what is an entertaining contest that’s not 
to be taken seriously. The bout is choc-full 
of moves, keeping the pace at an extreme 
throughout. Adam Cole then faces Cedric 
Alexander, who doesn’t take kindly to “The 
Panama City Playboy” mistaking him for 
ACH, and therefore attacks him with a wild 
running dropkick in the corner. Overall, 
though, the action is standard fare, which 
is put into context after the bout, when 
Cole explains that he has a serious shoulder 
injury that requires surgery. 

After a fantastically vicious fight between 
Chris Hero and Trevor Lee, Joey Ryan 
and Candice LaRae defend the PWG Tag 
Team titles against Christopher Daniels and 
Frankie Kazarian. Ryan gets taken out of 


the match early after suffering a belt shot 
from Kazarian, offering LaRae the occasion 
to show how brilliantly she can garner 
sympathy. Daniels and Kazarian are at their 
obnoxious best, in a tremendous showing. 

Biff Busick, Uhaa Nation, Tommaso 
Ciampa and Brian Cage are four of the 
sport’s most unique athletes, as they 
wrestle styles that aren’t obvious from their 
impressive physiques. Sticking them in a 
four-way match is inspired booking, and they 
work their way through a breathtaking series 
of spots. Another hectic encounter follows 
when The Young Bucks face Matt Sydal and 
Chris Sabin. It’s something of a greatest hits 
for The Bucks, as they superkick, crotch- 
chop and air guitar their way through yet 
another high-quality performance - as if 
anyone expected any less. 

The main event pits PWG champion 
Kyle O’Reilly against Ricochet. There’s a 
not undesirable slow build to this encounter, 
as O’Reilly uses his MMA expertise to negate 
the challenger’s famed aerial attack. It’s 
a fascinating contest that has a shocking 



1. Matt Sydal plays his part In another PWG 
showcase for The Young Bucks 


ending, as Roderick Strong makes an 
appearance, adding to another highly 
dramatic showing. 

As time goes on, it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to continue to capture 
how much fun it is to watch PWG on DVD. 
The Reseda outfit may be small in the grand 
scheme of things, but with Black Cole Sun, 
it again proves itself to be the world’s most 
consistent over-achiever. 

COLIN HOLMES 



PROGRESS VERY VERY VERY BREAKY 
BREAKY BREAKY BISHI BISHIIIII! 


INFORMATION - DVD Region: Region Free • Distributor: PROGRESS Wrestling • Price: £14 • Other info: 220 mins • Release: Out now • Weblink: www.PROGRESSWrestling.com 


This uniquely-titled event 
is yet another in PROGRESS 
Wrestling’s series of sold- 
out cards from the Electric 
Ballroom in Camden, and 
it’s a terrific experience. 

The show kicks off energetically with 
a Mark Haskins promo, during which he 
extends an offer to Rampage Brown that 
doesn’t go as planned. Martin Stone gets 
involved, and proceeds to lower the tone 
with his colourful language, leading to 
a heated opening contest pitting Mark 
Andrews and Eddie Dennis against Stone 
and Sha Samuels. The babyface tandem 
benefits from coming up against such 
imposing heels here, with Dennis standing 
out, even beside TNA’s Andrews. 

In a real change of pace, Zack Gibson 
tackles Ali Armstrong in a semi-final of 
the Natural Progression series. Combining 
comedy with technical prowess, the 
crowd mercilessly insult Gibson with 
various Liverpool FC references, getting 
firmly behind the jazz-hands specialist. 
Armstrong’s Colt Cabana-esque act is a joy. 





A Streetfight between El Ligero 
and Michael Gilbert ups the violence 
considerably. Chairs, thumbtacks and 
barbed wire are not to everyone’s palate, 
but it certainly adds variety. There are 
several ferocious bumps to wince over, 
but the stakes are even higher for Stixx 
and RJ Singh, in a match where they put 
their careers on the line. There’s a number 
of great details to admire here, from the 
expressions on the competitors’ faces, 
to the weary body language, and some 
tremendous near-falls. An 
authentic tussle, viewing I 

the build-up (included 
in the extras) is strongly 
recommended before 
sinking your teeth into 
this epic battle. 

In the semi-main, Marty Scurll 
tussles with Noam Dar in a typically 
enjoyable outing. These two click 
brilliantly, and it’s only appropriate 
that the crowd is in fine voice 
throughout. The breadth of . 

styles these two touch upon i 


©TONY KNOX 


is impressive, making it an unpredictable but 
crisply executed effort. Similarly, dazzling 
stuff comes courtesy of Will Ospreay and 
Paul Robinson, in tale of validation that leads 
to a genuinely spectacular finish. 

Finally, lamented PROGRESS champion 
Jimmy Havoc defends his title against 
Rampage Brown and Dave Mastiff in a Triple 
Threat match. The bout includes several 
nauseating table spots, and a couple of 
smoothly worked twists that add up to an 
interesting step in the ongoing storyline. 

While some may argue that the 
PROGRESS experience is best viewed 
live, for many fans, the group’s DVDs are 
fast-becoming the only way to catch 
them. Fortunately, then, even 
from home it’s difficult not to get 
caught up in the rambunctious 
atmosphere, as the spirit of this 
show leaps through the screen. 
MICHAEL CAMPBELL 


1. RJ Singh put his 
career on the line at 
PROGRESS Ghapterie 
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©PSLEvents 

Tickets: 

www.psievents.co.uk 


ALBERT RODRIGUEZ, JACKIE MOORE, FRED OTTMAN, 
SEAN MORLEY, TERRI RUNNELS, HOWARD FINKEL, 
NASTY BOYS, RON SIMMONS, DLO BROWN, 
CHARLES WRIGHT, CHAVO GUERRERO, JIM NEIDHART, 
DAVID HEATH, ASHLEY MASSARO, DAVEYBOY SMITH JR, 
TATANKA, DEMOLITION, JACQUES ROUGEAU & MORE! 
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O No in-app purchases or charges 
O Great editorial and page design 
O Highly interactive throughout 


□ Available from iTunes 

Google Play, Amazon Marketplace 
Apps for Windows 


We're a fully Independent, multi-format 
digital magazine, showcasing all you need 
to know about the biggest and best 
games around with a variety of fun and 
interactive features. 



The best digital video game magazine, easy and fun to 
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www.download-gamer.today 

Head over to the website to find direct download links to all the 
app stores that feature the magazine. This app is compatible 
with iOS, Android, Kindle and Windows 8 devices. 
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After 30 days, you can 
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THE 

TRAINING GROUND 


If you want to be a professional wrestler, there is no substitute for learning your craft at a respected school, 
but that doesn’t mean that you can’t pick up some important food for thought right here in FSM. The Training 
Ground will be here each month to offer you the benefit of the experience of various veterans of the sport. 


FIVE QUESTIONS WITH... 

BRITISH WRESTLING STAR AND TAILOR “DELICIOUS” DANNY HOPE 


What are the most important things 
to bear in mind when choosing and 
commissioning ring gear? 

The most important thing is to get your sizes 
right. Get somebody to do it for you if you 
can, and always use a proper tape measure 
- not one of those retractable metal ones. 
People actually do that, and you can tell 
because most of the time the gear comes 
out wrong. Make sure to double or triple 
check, because there’s nothing worse than 
gear that doesn’t fit right, and you wind up 
with guys in baggy bikers looking ridiculous. 

My pet peeve is guys wearing the wrong 
type of underwear to go with their gear. You 
look stupid if you’ve got them sticking out 
the top, with a Calvin Klein logo or whatever, 
and boxers look awful under tights because 
you can see all the lines showing through. 

The best gear is whatever you feel 
comfortable in. There might be something 
that looks better - some guys would look 
better in trunks rather than tights - but 
you’ve got to be comfortable. 

Also, take more experienced 
people’s advice. Joey Hayes always 
had a good upper body, but he 
used to wear almost a baby 
grow top that made him 
look smaller. When people 
persuaded him to switch 
gear, everyone suddenly 
thought he looked great. 

You used to produce 
ring gear for other 
wrestlers. Did you ever 
have any requests that 
were too outlandish or 
silly for you to make? 

Nothing, really. I’d rather 
more people challenged me 
and came up with ideas that 
pushed the boat out. I wanted 
to work on more “out there” 
stuff, like a big Cruella De Vil 
type of jacket, or something 
with wings that you could take 


off before the match. Probably the strangest 
thing I did actually make was an outfit with 
a snowman face with a carrot nose, which I 
had to make with an orange cone. That was 
a bit random. 

Are there are materials or types of gear 
that might look good, but will be a problem 
while you are wrestling? 

Most stuff is okay, and even studs should 
be fine. Probably the only thing that would 
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be a real problem is having spikes on your 
boots. And again, the most important thing 
is to make sure it fits properly so that you’re 
comfortable in the ring. 

Which wrestlers at the moment are 
example of having effective ring gear? 

Rampage Brown’s trunks are great: they’re 
simple, but the brass knuckles and his 
name really reinforce what he’s all about. 
Zack Gibson’s Liverpool [Football Club] 
gear is great; as soon as you see him walk 
through the curtain, you understand what 
his gimmick is. The Island Brothers in GPW 
aren’t really well-known at the moment, 
but they will be soon, and their new gear 
really fits their gimmick. Mikey Whiplash’s 
gear when he was doing the cross-dressing 
gimmick was really spot on. My gear 
definitely helped me; I’d been wrestling 10 
years and it wasn’t until I put the tassels on 
that people really started to take notice - 
just a stupid little thing like that. 

What’s your advice to trainee 
wrestlers who are choosing 
gear on a tight budget? 

Don’t start out with something 
cheap: save up and get the 
best you can afford. Have a 
good idea in mind of what 
you want, and what will fit 
your character, and ask your 
trainer to advise you. There 
should be enough time 
between when you start 
training and when you 
start on shows to save up 
for something decent. 

Remember that your 
gear will be the first thing 
' people see of you, before 
you do any moves. You need 
to look larger than life, so don’t dress 
like you’re one of the crowd. 

Danny Hope has valuable experience 
to share when it comes to ring attire 


TONY KNOX 
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JUST £2.50 
PER ISSUE 

Want to save money on your 
monthly dose of FSM? Prefer to 
have it delivered straight to your door? 
Then start a subscription today! And, 
when you sign up for a UK 12-issue 
subscription, you’ll get an additional 
two issues, absolutely FREE! 

■ Get it before it 
hits the shops!** 

■ Save money! 

■ Posted directly 
to your door! 

■ FREE delivery! 

■ Get an extra two 
issues free!*** 

* UK only. £2.50 per issue based 
on the cover price of 14 issues. 

** Subject to an efficient postal service 

*** 12-month UK subscription only 



■ Start a subscription for the fastest, 
cheapest way to receive FSM each 
and every month! 

Call 08453 306 540 now! 

■ Alternatively you can subscribe at 

www.FightingSpiritMagazine.co.uk 

■ Or pay by cheque or postal order 
by filling in the form on the right 
and sending it to us at: 

FSM Subscriptions, Select 
Publisher Services, P.O Box 6337, 
Bournemouth, BH1 9EH 


PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

iiiUK: 

£18 FOR 6 ISSUES / £35 FOR 12 ISSUES (+ 2 FREE) 

■ EUROPE: 

£25 FOR 6 ISSUES/ £48 FOR 12 ISSUES 

REST OF WORLD: 

£35 FOR 6 ISSUES/ £60 FOR 12 ISSUES 
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YES! I want to subscribe to FSM 
starting with the next available issue. 

THE SUBSCRIPTION IS: 

□ For me at the address below 

□ A gift at the recipient address below 
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PAYMENT DETAILS 



Card type 

(eg MasterCard/Visa/Switch) 
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Valid from date 


Expiry date 


□□□ CCV code (last three digits on signature strip) 
Card issue number (if applicable) 


Cardholder’s 
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Photocopied forms are acceptable. 


ABSOUIULYFREE! 


From time to time, FSM may send out exciting news on related 
products and services. If you do not wish to receive such 
information please tick the box. Q 


Cheques and postal orders to be made payable to Uncooked Media Ltd. Please allow 28 days 
tor delivery ot your tirst Issue. Subsequent Issues will arrive subject to an etticlent postal 
service. If you have any queries regarding the delivery of your subscription please contact our 
Subscriptions Team on 08453 306 540 or email customerservice@uncookedmedia.com. 
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FSM talks to “The Whole FN Show” 
about his career in pro wrestling 


FSM investigates the show 
bringing lucha libre to new 
audiences across the world 
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